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ADVERTISEMENT 

TO 

THE AMERICAN EDITION. 



Of the volume here offered to the paMic, it is perhaps neeessaryto 
make one or two remarks, in order to render the perusal of it such 
as its intrinsic merits deserve. 

The writer is a Prussian diplomatist ; a man of sound understand- 
ing, observant habits, and lively ideas ; but deeply imbuedi as may 
naturally be conceived, with notions of the divine right of sovereigns, 
and inclined to look with great complacency on any thing whieh 
manifests monarchical power and magnificence. He is also greatly 
impressed, not only with the personal character of the Russian 
emperor, Nicholas, but with the public -and private transactions of 
tliat great personage. The author's admiration is extended to all 
that he sees in Petera^urgh, its court, the improvement in the man- 
ners of the people, the amelioration in the general condition,— every 
thing, in short, upon which Russian policy and Russian discipline 
have been exerted. Notwithstanding all this, it is evident that there 
is no occasion to impeach the honesty of his opinions ; on the con- 
trary, there is an air of perfect candour runs through them, tinged, 
of course, by his bias in favour of such governments as those of his 
own country, and of her grand ally. 

In treating of Constantinople, and of Napoll, it will be evident to 
the observant reader, that he has even studied to be just both to the 
Turks and Greeks; and his remarks upon all subjects touched on by 
him, will be found to be sprightly, agreeable, and entertaining. His 
footing in society gave him many advantages in describing general 
manners and particular circumstances, and he has availed himself of 
those means so as to produce a work of uncommon interest. 

When the relation is considered, which at present exists between 
the places and persons here treated of, and the consequences direct 
and collateral, which the movements of the several people connected 
with the subject render matter of speculation, every information 
which can be gathered respecting them becomes of importance; and 
it is a happy circumstance in a work of the kind, when the compila- 
tion is of a nature, as is the case in the present instance, that is at 

once instructive and entertaining. 

T. F. 
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The Yolames now for the first time presented to the public, are 
translated from the highly interesting German work of M. Yqk 
TssofZj Prussian Counsellor of legation, ho)ding an ofikial lank 
which must have ensured him many &cilities for ^observation and 
inspection, not at the command oif ordinary travellers. 

The coijuatries which the author visits are ail of them — the first two 
especially — objects of great political interest and curiosity. Of the 
numerous mass of individuals who are continually migrating frcMU 
placa to place throughout Western Eurojie, but few penetrate so far 
>eyond that circle as to explore the wonders peculiar to the capitals 
of the Czar and the Sultan ; while' Napoli di Romania, the residence 
of the young Grecian moifarch, is still more rarely visited, although 
situated in a country, the eventful history of which, both in ancient 
and modem times, must render its scenes a soliject of increasing and 
durable interest. 

M. Yon T.'s narrative of his tour to those cities, and through the 
intervening country, possesses, therefore, much of the grace and 
excitement of novelty ; and, at the same time, his statements and 
remarks have additional value — ^inasmuch as they emanate from one 
who has collected his materials in that spirit of fairness and frankness 
which his honourable appointment dictated and rendered available 

The personal notices of the Emperor Nicholas and his lamily are 
ea^tremely interesting, and well calculated to engross attention, and 
the more so, as they are opposed to prejudices common throughout 
Western Europe. We have no wish to venture upon political 
discussion.; but, it is gratifying to know from such an authentic 
source, that the Russian Autocrat is distinguished for those domestic 
and social virtues, which present a pleasing contrast to the descriptioivi 
hitherto circulated, in connexion with the policy of his cabinet. 

The various sketches of Russian, Tuikish, and Qreek custon^ 
«nd national observances, can scarcely fail to produce satisfaction i|i 
the reader. Many of them have hitherto been unnoticed ; and are 
J&ere described with the particulacity of an eyewitness, -and the graphi|c 
4^ower of an observant and ardent mind, in a style of simple and 
<i6onvinoing truth, 

J, J>. HAAS. 

Lditd$n, 1836. 
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ST, PETERSBURGH 



CHAPTER I. 



0L PcUnbori^i.— The Appraach to tbe G8pUaL->Tbe VillM between the Pakic* 
of Strlelna and St Petenburgh.— KrMao-Kabak.— The new Ctate ofTViomph.-- 
Bntianee into the Oitj. 

There is scarcely another city in Europe which so mag- 
nificently attests its character to be Imperial^ as does St 
Petersburgh. From the Palace Strielnct, three miles dis^ 
tant from the city, and situated in the Finland bay, we drove 
along a beautiful highway, (one of the most useful traits oi 
advancing civilization,) between elegant villas, which unin- 
texiruptediy lined both sides of the road. Each of these vil- 
las *is surrounded by a small park, separated from tbe high* 
way only by slight iron railings, and this style of taste con- 
tinued even to me city gates. The owners of these country 
houses, which are called dcUschen^ go to a great expense 
in laying out with luxurious arrangement their respective 
seats, in order to pass the few summer months that throw 
a glow over the climate, in sybaritish enjoyment. From 
those belvederes of the daUchens which lie to the lefl of the 
road, the prospect is most lovely. Thence, on the fine sum- 
mer eveninffs of June and July, which lor two or Uiree 
weeks together are not encroached upon by actual dark- 
ness, but separated and scarcely distinguished from mora- 
ing merely oy a soft twilight, the eye turning, though re- 
luctantly, from the fresh green of the land, revels in view 
of the glassy surface of the river, which, as if with blushing 
modesty, receives the last radiant salute of the sinking sun. 
The houses, decorated with their colonnades, resemble 
Italian villas; the flat roof presenting to the tea-party an 
agreeable rendezvous; and thus the aBove-mentioned pros- 
pect is enjoyed with a mixture of Italian, Dutch, and Rus- 
sian taste. These tea-drinking reunions are indeed re- 
markably agreeable — as I can myself assert from often- 
repeated experience, during my stay in the northern 
Imperial capital 

On my first visit here, however, in December of the year 
1832y the roads, cUtUchen, gardens, parks, and fields were 
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covered with snow, and the parting rays of the winter sun 
shone upon the iced surface of title bay — the ice in Uiick* 
ness measuring six feet Instead of warm tea within my 
body, I had then on]y a thick fur cloak protecting its exte- 
^f rior, and the ftakea of saow and sleet werepeimliarly well 
adapted to congeal every romantic idea that might have 
been Goz\jured up b^ the beautiful prospect. 

I have said that it was the month of December. We 
flew along in our sledge, drawn by a fleet IVoikay and 
passed the Krasno-Kabak, (the red-house tavern,) a place 
^ much frequented in winter b^ the inhabitants of St Pe- 
tersburghj being celebrated for excellent punch and deli- 
cate waflel-K^akes, which are, in truth, there furnished in 
perfection. We approached nearer and nearer the gates 
of the magnificent Petropolis, which, with its ample domes, 
and the two pointed golden spires of the Garrison church, 
and Admiralty, spread itself out before us to an almost in* 
conceivable extent Near the city, by the by, there is estab- 
lished a small colony (if I may so term it) of Germans, in 
houses that may vie with those of any German capital. | 

At length, we arrived at the new Riga gate of Triumph, 
which is built of solid ^anite. It is of antique form, and 
surmounted with the figure of Victory, similarly to the 
Brandenburgh gate in Berlin. The erection of this im- 
posing structure, which cannot fail to strike the traveller 
as forming a worthy entrance to the splendid capital, was 
not yet completed ; we were, therefore, forced to make a 
circuit round it, instead of passing under its lofty and mas- 
sive archway. Proceeding about a hundred yards onwards, 
we reached the Narwa i$fa«toi0a,(barrier,) which then served 
as a temporary entrance to the city, and which we found 
was occupied by a lieutenant and his detachment of Se- 
meneownian guards on duty. The former, who was at 
that moment standing at the door of the main guard-house, 
came forwaurd himself and approaching the sledge, de- 
manded in French our passports, which we delivered to 
him. Our postillion, meanwhile, had detached from the 
horse the post-bell, (an article used in Russia instead of the 
post-horn,) as in that country it is forbidden to be sounded 
in the city — a very wholesome regulation ; since otherwise 
firom the thousands of sledges continually traversing tiie 
streets, the eternal clatter would be quite deafening, and al- 
most seriously injurious to the sense of hearing. Theeate 
was after a slight interval opened, the lieutenant bow^ to 
\J ns, and we found ourselves in St Petersburgh — one of flie 
noblest cities of Europe — ^in fact of the world. After an- 
other hour's drive along regular and straightly formed 
streets, and tiirough numerous grand squares, and having 



pssaed a variely of spleiidKl palaces, we crossed Isaauo'f 
bridge, and our sledge halted at the do<Nr of our hotel. 



CHAPTER II- 

Xhe Maitf of Houses and Palace»— Isaac's^ Admiraltyi and Palace Squarea^CMv 
JSauare with Us imposing locaMty— View from iiennder e(4iHnn-~-The Actaik 
raJty Tower— The Grand Street JNewald-Proapect— Churche^-^Church of the 
Hoty Mother of Casaa— View from the bridge near the Summer Garden (Trois-; 
koi-Most) across the ]Neva and enyirons. 

Fatigue from my journey, and the dusk of evening, chain- 
ed me, on the day of my arrival, to my room. The fo^ow- 
ing morning, which, of course, at this season of the year 
dawned at a late hour, (it was indeed 9 o'clock ete caaidles 
could he extinguished, which on the other hand were light- 
ed again at 3 p. m.) drew me forth with irresistible attrac- 
tion amid the mass of metropolitan houses and palaces. A 
certain traveller remarks, somewhat correctly, that in St. 
Petersburgh, " every house is a palace, and every palace a 
small town," but to this, as to every thing else, there are of 
course exceptions. I found that, between my hotel and the 
Winter Palace, the usual residence of the Imperial iamily^ 
there stood only about two or three houses, these consist- 
ing of the Cadet-Institution, and crossing the Isaac's bridge^ ^ 
the Admiralty. Nevertheless, the space I was obliged to 
traverse, in order to reach the abode of royalty, took roe 
exactly, by my watch — walking, too, at a hasty pace — not 
less than twenty minutes. This circumstance, together 
with the fact that in the Winter Palace more than 5000 in- 
dividuals constantly reside, may be regarded as a fair cri- 
terion of the extent of the several buildings. The Isaac's 
and Palace square-— forming unitedly one grand mass of v 
building — surpasses in magnificence and extent perhaps 
any thing of the kind in Europe. On the east side the mili- 
tary Parade House forms the fc>ottndary : towards the north 
the space is occupied by the Winter Palace, the Admiralty, 
and the banks of the Neva, across which the Isaac's bridge 
is built : to the west stands the splendid new Council House, 
with the Riding School of the Chevalier Guard ; and to the 
south, the new Isaac's Church, the completion whereof al- 
though its erection is proceeded with as quickly as pcMSsi- 
ble, cannot be expected before the expiration often years ; 
then there are the War office, the City Club*House. the office 
of the Minister of Justice, the City of London notel, and 
(the most imposing structure of all) the Ordnance Qf 
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fice, as it is caHed, bailt in a half circular form, >vhlch be^ 
sides the Military Offices of the State, comprises also the 
Topographic department, the Foreign Office and Finance 
Minister's department. The extent of this btiilding, which 
is three stories in height, is proved bjr the number of win- 
dows in its front, each floor containing one hundred and 
twenty-five. Between the Ordnance Office and the Winter 
Palace, stands the celebrated Alexander Column. This 
monument is formed of one huge block of granite, and sur- 
passes most other structures of the kind, as well in beauty 
as in grandeur and proportion. Between the Isaac's 
Church and the bridge opposite is erected, upon a colossal 
rock of granite, the equestrian statue of Peter I. executed 
foy Falconet, in the original antique st3^e, and raised to the 
memory of her august predecessor by the great Catherine, 
as is specified in the inscription at the foot of the block : 
Petro L Katharina IL 

It would far exceed the space allotted to these pages, did 
we attempt to describe in detail the particular beauties of 
the Northern Palmyra ; it is, therefore, only reserved for 
us to present a compressed view. When the Alexander 
Column was not as yet freed from the surrounding scaf- 
folding, its summit presented a most extensive prospect 
over the gigantic city, but this is now best enjoyed from 
the tower of the Admiralty. 

St Petersburgh, taken altogether, may be denominated 
a modern, handsome and elegant city, built regularly but 
without a tedious uniformity. The houses rarely comprise, 
in proportion to their breadth, more than two. or at most 
I three stories. The flat roofs, covered with rea, iron plate, 
V with the balconies and columns of the houses, make one 
fancy one's self (as I have before hinted) in an Italian city. 
The summer of the year 1833, with its heat of twenty-six 
degrees, increased this deception, which, however, the win- 
ter agam, with its north wind and twenty-five (minus) de- 
grees, soon un politely charmed away. The Newaki-Pros- 
feet is a magnificent street, and extends nearly three miles, 
in a pretty straight line, towards the convent of St Alex- 
ander Newski; it is lined with the most elegant private 
houses, together with palac€», and churches devoted to 
various forms of worship; and on this account it is termed 
(with great justice, too) the Tolerance street. Its extent 
comprises German (Lutheran,) Swedish, Armenian, Fin- 
landish, Oreek, and Catholic temples ; nor is there want- 
ing even a mosque, for the use of the numerous Ma- 
hometans residing in St Petersburgh. The churches 
dedicated to the Russian or Greek form of religion are 
distinguished by their Asiatic styie of architecture, and 



imiaUy exhibit a krge gUded dome, <in the eentre of fo*r 
smaller ones «t the corners,) wkh the Greek croes at the 
top. The appearance of the Casan church in the Newria- 
t^er^>ective has a very striking efifect, when the clear 
moonlight sets off the dark, colossal form of the temple. 
l*he church is aAer the fashion of St Peter's at Rome, with 
certain alterations however, which are rendered necessary 
hy the peculiarities of the national mode of worship. On 
this latter account, the most prominent portion of the build- 
ing looks, as regards the laws of architectore, somewhat 
irregular, aJthouffh the defect is in a good measure re- 
deemed by the addition of the semi^circnlar colonnade of 
Corinthian pillars, which embraces the whole wide space 
before the nave of the edifice. As long as the Isaac's 
Church remains incompleted, the Casan must hold posses- 
sion of the first place, and be considered as a chef-d'cBuvre, 
by virtue of its curchitecture, painting, sculpture, and rich- 
ness. The interior is decorated with gold, silver, and jew- 
els. .There are even silver doors, and a silver balustrade, 
separating the place where stands the altar, from the nave ; 
and the display of diamonds which reflect their lustre from 
the image of the holy mother of Casan, (in whose honour 
the church is built,) forms a sufficient cause to elicit no 
small degree of vulgar astonishment The mor^ intelligent 
spectator is, however, transported with admiration on be- 
holding the ninety-^five colossal pillars, each of one solid 
granite block, which support the nave of the church, and on 
oastine down his eye upon the beautifiid mosaic pavement. 
He wiU also be struck by the beauty of two paintings, — one, 
in the dome, representing the Dei^ enthroned upon a ter- 
restial ^obe, and surrounded by saints and apostles ; the 
other^ the institution of the Lord's Supper; — both copies, it 
-is true, af^r the Italian school, but still possessing claims 
to rank as masterpieces^. of art The massive gates of 
bronze, likewise, at the entrance of ttxe building, will not 
fail to attract notice, which will be detained some time by 
the alti-rilievi wrought upon them, illustrative of the histo- 
ries of the old and new Testaments. In the fore-court of 
the church aire traced six colossal statues, also of bronze, 
equally excellent both in conception and execution. It 
should be observed, in speaking of this edifice, that it was 
iKiiolly accomplished by Btmtian artists and artisans, and 
accordingly, as a genuine national work, proves that the 
Russians are not quite such barbartatu as they are often 
held to be by the inhabitants of other countries — more par- 
ticularly by those of vain-glorious and se^dolizing France. 
We will now return, in order to take another view of the 
Imperial city, to the bridge, which extends nearly a mile 



10 irr. nmmasoitctt. 

In length, from the stunmer-garden to the Petersburgh city- 
aide. At our feet flows the crystal Nera. a rapid and noble 
stream, worthy of the environs by which its banks are sur- 
rounded. The eye can stretch easily to that point where 
tiie se«^ sometimes with the softest murmurs, receives this 
beautiful river in its bosom. On the right appears, as if 
rising from the water, the granite-walled fortress, whose 
walls bristle with threatening, and, at the same time, pro- 
tecting heavy cannon. Like a vivid flash of lightning, the 
.slight, glided spire of the fortress-church of St. Peter and 
Paul shines aloft, when occasionally visited by a passing 
sunbeam ; whilst within those sacred walls are deposited a 
number of marble mausoleums — amongst which are found 
the receptacles of the sovereigns of Russia since Peter the 
Great ;^a grave and mournful feeling fills the breast at the 
sight of these imperial graves. 

At a little distance from this church, and in the vicinity 
of the fortress, dark vapours whirl above a green-povered 
roof :— this is the Mint. On the opposite side of the fortress, 
the Neva stretches out an arm which seems to lose itself 
between rows of houses and thickly-leaved trees. Close 
to the shore of the main stream, on the right, rises the splen- 
didly built edifice called the New Exchange, in front Where- 
of are stationed, in the form of huge columns, and furnished 
with antique ship-beacons, the two watch-towers, whose 
light guides the sailor from the treacherous sea into the 
haven of safety. Now we pass the immense front of the 
massive building erected by Peter the First, comprteing no 
less than^welve colleges, together with the extensive Cus- 
tom-houses and their warehouses. Palace presses upon 
palace, including those appropriated to the Land-Cadet 
corps ; — the Academy of Sciences ; — the Mining-Cadet 
corps ; — until the edifice of the Marine Cadets, ac^oining 
the sea, closes the magnificent boundaries of the right 
shore. 

Let the eye now be turned towards the left bank, and 
there, in the noblest and most elegant form, tower the iron 
but richly gilded railings of the summer garden, behind 
which is seen the green foliage of the beautiful grounds. 
Over the adjacent plain, the Marsfield, we perceive the 
gloomy Palace wherein Paul, the chivalrous, misunder- 
stood, and falsely-judged ruler, ended his career by a vio- 
lent and miserat)le death. In the way of reparation, how- 
ever, we are directly smiled on, through its enclosing park, 
by the splendid new Palace of the Grand Duke Michael 
-^-certainly one of the finest structures in St. Petersburgh. 
Behind it are seen the domes of the Catholic and Casan 
churches. 



Along the right granite-bank of the river, successively 
Hse the Marble Palace, whose exterior consists of marble, 
granite, and metal — and which formerlv belonged to the 
Grand Duke Constantine; — ^then the hotels of sundry 
princely families and foreign ambassadors, forming the 
so-called '' Russian Q,uay," which ends with the Hermitage, 
and the contiguous Winter Palace. 
I A set of broad granite . steps, whose balustrades are deco- 
rated with marble figures ana colossal vases, leads down 
from the terrace of me Admiralty to the river. This pro- 
menade runs along the whole front of that imposing struc- 
ture, adorned with its gilded spires and its two pavilions ; 
then follows the open square before the Isaac's Church, 
with Peter'is statue, and the new Senate House ; — and ad- 
vancing, we almost lose sight in the distance of that fine 
line of buildings called the English Q,uay — almost wholly, 
as its name 'implies, inhabited by English merchants. 

Let the observer next turn from his station on the bridse, 
and look upwards along the river ; he will then see the Ar- 
senal and its Church ; the convent Smolna with its fine 
churches — now an imperial academy for young ladies ; — 
the Taurian Palace with its bright green iron roof, and the 
dark foliage of its park; the Klmikum ; the Grand Military 
Hospitsd ; the village Ochta^ still forming part of the city, 
and an immense number or scattered domes of churches. 

I boldly challenge any experienced traveller to name to 
me a city-panorama which will bear comparison with this. 
Constantinople and Naples I have seen myself, and was 
delighted with the enchanting view; which nature there af- 
for£ ; but as respects art, those cities certainly cannot at 
all compete with the Russian metropolis. It is ridiculous 
to hear, as I often have heard, St. Petersburgh, Russia^ and 
Siberia all spoken of as sjoionymous.* I confess that if Si- 
beria were like St. Petersburgh. I should see no hardship 
whatever in being banished thither. One fault indeed — ^if 
it can be so termed — I have remarked in St. Petersburgh; 
there is so much splendour crowded together there, £at 
one colossal object neutralizes another^ and thus the eye, 
gradually accustomed to magnificent proportions, loses, in 
some decree, the perception of them. Thus also, it may be 
fairly said, that out of one St. Petersburgh a dozen or two 
of fine cities might be elsewhere created. 
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CHAPTEE IJI. 

Tile Winter l^alace— The Emperor Nichohui and the Imperial nunfiy— ^e ISi» 
Perot's personal Appearance— Ss moral Power and nnniM8S.of Cbacacter— 
Vhe Royal Helnatiinaa and the Prvasian Captai»^Pri«ce Goi)Bt»]Biine, ttae/oaoa 
Grand Admiral— Prince Alexander, the ||eir*appar«nt— Hia benevolent DutposF 
tion— The Grand Duke Miclutel. 

In the rery eentre of St Petersburgh stands the Wiiiief 
Palace, a building more unpo^ng on apcount of its im* 
mense size and internal splendour, than on account of its 
airchitecture. It was buih by an Italian, named Rastrelii, 
in the middle of the last century, in the reigning taste of. 
that period — a taste neither classical nor pure, but on the 
contrary, overloaded with different sorts, of decoration. 
The palace, without the Hermitage (which adjoins it) forms; 
a square of 450 feet in length, 350 feet in width,*and 70 feet 
in height, which square encloses' the courts, and'conmsts of 
the ground floor, and two upper stories. In the principal 
front, facing the Ordnance Office and the. Alexander pillar, 
there are two grand ascents, covered with large baleonies^ 
An immense number of saloons and other apartments, 
besides the court chapel, itself of considerable extent, con- 
atitnte the interior ; and he must indeed possess a pretty 
good ikculty Who can readily find his way through tbe 
oroSsing passages and corridors. Above, from the battle- 
ntent of the Castle, waves a white flag, displaying the 
cpowned doubiensagle, and floatog as a sign tbtaA tike great 
ruler of the east, the eagle, if we may so speak, who watches 
i^ith keen eye and protecting wings over seventy milliona 
of people, is to be found in his dwefliiig. The flag sinks 
when the Bmperor is absent from St. Fetersbwrgh ; and to 
tiie inhabitants of the metropolis it is a day of festival when 
this unfaihng signal announces the return of tiietr beloved 
sovereign^ Perhaps no monarch has been less justly ap- 
preciated, by other than his own native subjects; and more 
especially has he been misrepresented by those who arro- 
gate exclusively the appellation of HberaXs. But by the 
Russians he is almost adored. Numberless times during 
his reign has this prince proved what a truly noble being 
he is ; and the denunciations of upstart demagogues con- 
cerning him may safely be lefl; to sink back into the obacur 
rity wherein they were originated. 

The personal appearance of the Emperor has something 
in it truly royal and awe-exciting ; yet at the same time, it 
is calculated to inspire confidence. His erect figure above 
the common height is in every respect powerful and well- 
shaped, and the form of his head sych, that it appears as if 
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t€fM, Htm tfie nobleflC ipeciikiMi of th^ iMkfae. Ail 
tfqulUne noee, a kindly-smiling mootb, and a bhie ^i 
wliofle benigmty of eJcpreMion is blended Witii thought 
nraviQr-- these ibatiires^ together with a folrehead shad. 
w light brown hair, givd to the whole eoiintenance 
Inendly, but likewise a sdrions stamp. 

It happMied, that one daj when I was driTing along th« 
Newski-rarspectlve, with a friend who had only arrived at 
8t Petersburgh a day or two previous, we met the Bn^pe*- 
i^r in his small one horse Dro9chke^ and halted to make 
our respectiid bow. Nicolas, as he gUded quickly by, cast 
towards us a penetrating glance, tumine round for a mo* 
ment to continue the inspection. Hereat I observed a con- 
lused blush pass across my fiiend's face. In answer to my 
question as to what ailed liim, he confessed, that the Bm- 
perorii look, wMch he could not term severe, not did ht 
exactly know how to analyze it-— had put himl mto a singu- 
lar state of embarrassment He had felt that, had he ab- 
stracted his regard from the Imperial Personage, his con* 
lutfion would have vanished, but yet it was not possible for 
him to do so ; nor would he udmit that this Was mere curios- 
ity, but attributed it to the uncommon and majestic char- 
acter of the Ossar's phjfBiocnomy, whose notice of us waa 
doubtless nothing more than accidental, or might have 
partly arisen fhmi H si^se of ov6t being sU'angers. My 
fliend was but a plain, unassuming maii In character, nor 
even eccentHc in appearance. A native Russian, even one 
of the hmnblest class, being accustomed to regard in the 
Czar his father, and rarehr designating him otherwise, 
ealline also the Bmpress ^Mother," bears this look much 
more boldly. Thus, several times have I seen the Bmpe- 
ror, in his simple green militarv surtont^ walk through the 
streets whoUy unattended ; ana Russians of tiie old stamp, 
with long beards, and dressed in the national kaftan, ap- 
proach the sovereign, without any timidity, and present to 
ms majesty petitions, the nature of which could not, it may 
be imagined, be of any great importance, but to which the 
Smperor has appeared to give the most flattering attention, 
causing his supplicants to lea^' him witii many bows of 
gratitude, and valedictory invocaticms. 

The Emperor has devoted great attention for some years 
past to the state of his fleet, which, perhaps, might be found 
more formidable tiian is imagined. In the dock-yards 
of St Petnrsburgh, as weD as in those of the ports of the 
Blade Sea, veteeli of war of difierent sizes are annually 
completed and sent afloat During my stay, amongst others, 
was launched the WkMmiry a ship of the Une, the cer^ 
mony taking place in presence of the Imperial family, and 
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tt» seMHdl jowiir Priaee, Coii9lai^iii0^ althoiirii <ftly tM, 
wars c^ being luppoiated High Admira]. NiehoUs hun- 
ii0if very oAsq makes aa excursioa in one of te sleanb 
iKialB to Cnmstadt in order to inspect the fleet there. On 
poch an occasion ne once stood (as is often his practice to 
do) at the heUn ; and, in order to show his dexteh^, 
steered the vessel, as they entered the harbeur of Cron- 
ataidt, within a hairs breadth of a Prussian merohantmai^ 
Wing at anchor, without so much es touching her. Thft 
Prussian captain, not knowing who the simpiy-dresaed 
steersman was, held his .Majesty's mancMivre to be the re» 
suit of awkwardness; and after alluding to the chance 
there was that his ship might have suffered great damage 
from a contact, remarked in blunt terms, ^the helmsman 
had better open his eyes wider another time," &c. The 
JSmperor laughed at this, whereat the Prussian waxed more 
.and more wroth and abusive. On the next morning he 
was summoned to appear at the Admiralty. Rather ap- 

grehensive of punishment for the coarse invectives he had 
idulged in on the previous day, the Prussian obeyed the 
'^ inan&te. He was asked if he knew who the steersman 
was be had so roughly admonished, and upon pleading in 
reply his entire ignorance on that point was informed that 
^ it was the Emperor. The captam's flushed cheek next 
^ became ashy pale ; but these hues were quickly' chased 
awayi on its being intimated to him, that, in consideration 
of any damage that might have happened to his vessel 
through his Majesty's want of nautical skill, the sovereign 
requested his acce^nce of a valuable ring. 

The groundwork of the oreat moral power and firmness 
which wis prince has so onen evinced amidst threatening 
dangers, is doubtless to be found in that strong reliffiooa 
impression, and faith in futurity, which distinguish his 
character. This principle it is that has more than once 
rescued him when death has been lurking near. It is w^ 
known that during the insurrection which broke out on bis 
ascending the throne, he alone continued to stand fearless 
amidst the t)ody of rebels; nor was it until all efibrts of 
mildness and conciliation had proved unavailing with the 
blinded multitude, that he at leneth felt compelled to adopt 
severer measures. An ofl&cer b^n^^ng to the rebels, who 
subsequently declared at his examination, that he had 
sworn upon the cross of Christ to murder the Emperor, 
coniisssed that at the moment when his hand grasped the 
pistol for this purpose, an inconceivable power had ar> 
rested the execution of the project A g^ce firom tlM 
Emperor's eye, which accidentafly turned upon Mtn. as Im 
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was addressing the reMs^ had in truth discouraged andt 
disarmed him. 

When the rage of the people at the breakkig out of the 
cholera in St. Petersburgh manifested itself by the most 
dreadfbl extrava^^ances, and eventually extended so far as 
to the murder ot the physicians, who were superstitiously 
regarded as the origin of that dreadful scouige, the Bmpe- 
ror hastened to the Haymarket, accompanied onhr by a 
single adjutant, and threw himself amidst the infuriated ^ 
crowd. Liice an ancient hero, he addressed the blood- 
thirsty throng; and when some, exclaiming against the 
poisoners— as they called the medical men,— appealed to 
the Emperor, he commanded them with a powerful voice - 
to fall down upon tiieir knees, and ask forgiveness from 
God for the trans^ssion tney had committed. As if 
struck by a thunderbolt, the congregated thousands com- 
plied with his mandate, and supplicated heaven and thB 
Kmperor to forgive their mistaken raee. In Moscow the 
cholera had also appeared, and spread around terror and 
consternation. From fear of infection, scarce any one 
ventured to approach the sufferers. One morning the '^'* 
Emperor suddenly appeared in the old Zaarenstadt; his 
first visit was to the church, where he knelt in earnest 
prayer before the altar of the Saviour. Fearlessly, he tfien 
proceeded to the Cholera hospital ; and taking the band of 
that patient who was in the most dangerous condition, he 
addressed to them ^1 words of consolation, and exhorted 
them to put faith in the aid of the Most jfligh. " I am 
come," said he, "to you, my children, with whom I have 
often shared pleasure, to share also sorrow and afBliction V^ 
Such were his words — truly worthy of an Emperor. 

In July, 1833, shortly before the grand festival in the 
Summer Palace of PcfcrAo^, (which we shall mention more 
at large by-and-by,) the Emperor received from Paris— it 
is said from Louis Philippe's own hand— intelligence, that 
some of the Polish fanatics residing there, had determined 
to repair to St Petersburgh undertalse names, in order to 
take advantage of the festival (where thousands would be 
present.) to assassinate the Emperor. It was generally 
Delievea, on the spreading of this information, that the en- 
tertainment would be postponed— but this was not the case. 
On the contrary, the Emperor ordered that at P^erh&f 
none of the police should show themselves 5 and, accompa- 
nied by his brother-in-law. Prince Albert of Prussia, (who 
was then on a visit at the court,) Nicholas rode tlurowh 
the Park in every direction, greeted with unbounded delim 
by the people, who, nevertheless, trembled on this day for 
ihe life of their sovereign. Everywhere was the Enq^aror 
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to be II660. hb4© the latest hoivy, W«i«* with *e carowAi 
^ewink the effect of Vie splendid illuminations, and aa- 
ponmanied by his family, while many^ those murderous 
c^wirators might have beep near him in the throng, usf 
Indeed was proved on the following day by the various 
arrests. But not the slightest anxie^ was to be traced m 
tJie countenance of the JEmperor ; he had confided himself 
to that higher Power who guards the faithful. 

As a proof of this pious resignaapn, we may quote the 
words he himself pronounced, when, in Berlin, in the au- 
tumn of 1834, the Empress and royal family nrgently begged 
him not to proceed to Warsaw, that seat of ingratitude and 
treachery. " I stand in the hands of God," replied the Au- 
tocrat <Oie has counted my days. If I sink, it is His de- 
cree. His will be done !" When he reached the frontiers 
of Poland, he ordered the military escort which had col- 
lected together to' protect him, to faQ back; and accompa- 
nied oxUy by his faithful, con^anioa. Count Benkendorf^ he 
journeyed throu^ the country unnarmed, and made his 
entry into Warsaw—- thus evidencing that a cordial trust in 
I^ovidence is never misplaced. 

These traits in the character of the Smperor Nicholas are 
Indubitable; and y«t liow loudly do ignorance and prejur 
dice Inveigh against this monarch, and point at him as a 
tyrant, and heaven knows what beside I Any rational man 
iQay herefrom estimate the value of the abuse of that crew, 
who, under the specious name of reform, cover the pur- 
poses of revolution. To argue with, or attempt to convmce 
such individuals of their error, would be but useless trouble ] 
for e;ods themselves struggle in vain with insanity. 

I&w the Emperor, however, decided on dealing with 
those parties who sought to injure him, the following facts 
will tesQfy* On the conclusion of the summer reviews at a 
short distance from Peterhoff^ which in the year 1833 had 
been joined by the Cadet-coips, the Emperor invited the 
latter to dinner, and aflerwaras selecting two from among 
Ihem^ presented them to the Empress with these words ^ 

^^ This is the son of Qener£^ N -, who fell at the storming 

of Warsaw fighting for my cause; and this is the son oT 
ColQiiel N-r— , who died tne death of a hero, courageously 
defending against my troops the redoubts of Wolna. i 
have promised to supply to ooth the place of their lost ft^ 
Ihers ^ be you tiieretore to them a mother P This is tho 
same Emperor of whom French newspapers have fa- 
Ued the most ridiculous tales of sending poor Polish chil- 
dren to Siberia, and which tales certain German joiumals 
have confidingly repeated. 

The Emperor learnt tliat, in Paris, the lately deceased 



Polish GFeneral 8«-* had. when lying upon his deftfli4>ed, 
complained that hts remains would not be permitted to rest 
in his native country : the monarch immediately gave or- 
ders that, at his own expense, the body should be convey- 
ed to Poland ; the family of the deceased had a considera- 
ble pension granted to them for life ; and the daughters of 
the landlord who had kindly attended the Genmd up to 
the last moment, were presented with valuaUe gifts. 

Nicholas is in fact a great monarch, and at the same time 
an excellent husband and father. Indeed, not the slightest 
shadow of a cloud obscures the domestic felicity of the 
royal couple. The Empress is an extremely amiable wo- 
man, handsome, and majestic in person* and indeed alto- 
gether worthy of the husband who cheiisnes her with faith- 
mi devotion. A blooming group of three loyely children 
surround the Imperial parents. 

At the closing, in the autumn of 1833, of the Exhibition 
of Arts and Inventions, the Emperor invited all the mem- 
bers of the Institution to a grand banquet, at which Uie 
bnperial host presided, with his partner, and his eldest son, 
the Gmnd Duke Alexander^ heir-apparent It is repre- 
sented to have been a cheerful and unconstrained festivity. 
When the cloth was removed, the monarch addressed his 
ffUests, and said he would introduce to them his other chil- 
chren, who were then fetched, and presented to the assem- 
bly, with whom they freely mixed. When Nicholas came 
to the young Grand I>uke Constantino, six years old, he 
introduced him to them with these words: *< This is mv 
Grand Admiral !" and tumine to the litde prince, he said, 
'^ as a sailor, you must show mat you can climb !" where- 
upon the spmted boy, with lively dexteri^, climbed up the 
Emperor's shoulder, without any assistance, and when 
there, laid hold of his laughing father's head, and kissed 
Ms face with the fondest aSection. 

The young prince Alexander, seventeen years old, bids 
feir to resemble his father, both in phvsical and mental 
qualities. Already many proofe have been given of his 
kind-heartedness. As he goes abroad daily, that moment 
is taken advantage of in order to present to him a number 
of petitions. Among them, howeven it was frequently found 
fliat there were some not worthy of his reception, by which 
Uie Prince's purse, and when it was not full enough; that 
also of the Emperor, were too often misused, the latter, there- 
fore, forbade in future his son to accept any more memorials. 
Despite this prohibition, however, the Prince took home 
one day a peution, subjecting himself on the circumstance 
beinff communicated to the Emperor, to a very •cyere re- 
monstrance. « This petition," pleaded the Grand Duke. 
2* 
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'' w«s fvei^Qliid me by a poor invalid .«ffiA«r| who hM 
beceme crippled in battle^ aod whocte pcaition barely suH 
fi^8 to provide himself and family with a dry erust, be- 
caiwe the aaiUiorl^ have refused to raise his iacoiiie. Be 
hoped through my intercession to obtain bis object from 
your majesty, ma. i thoug^it it in this case my duty to tres- 
pass on your eommands.— for I am sura the poor soldier, 
who has f(mffht and bled for you, will not be turned away 
unheard !" Thus spoke the noble b<^> then in his twelfth 
year, in answer to the paternal reproaches. The Emperor 
embraced his scnji, and exhorted him to coniiaue to follow 
(though With discrimination) th^ impulse of his feehngs to- 
wards his aufl^Qg fellowroreatures. 

One day, when the heir-apparent, who from chU^hood 
was a bom equestrian, was out riding with his governor. 
General Merder, in the Marsfield, he dashed away, ana 
sprang over a very high g;ate. The horse, however, could 
not immediately re€K>ver its legs, but slipped and feU on 
one side, throwing ofi* the Prince^ who was seriously hurt, 
and remained Jhring on the ground some minutes, almost 
lifeless. The General, who olamed himself for this acci- 
dent on account of not paying more attention to his pupil, 
was struck with such a de^ee of terror as threw him upon 
a bed of sickness. The Prince, who had meantime recov- 
ered, became quite inconsolable at being the cause of the 
sufferings of his esteemed tutor : day and night he moyed 
not from the patient couch ; and when it was suggested to 
his highness that since the exhausting nightwatohmg mig^t 
make him also iU, he had better retire, he refused for some 
time, and it was necessary to use goitJe force to remove 
him from the apartment Even then, during the night,, when 
he thought all the attendants were asleep, and he co^d not 
be observed, be quietly glided into the General's room, and 
there passed some more hours in this ministiy of affection. 
In the summer of 1333, 1 was witness myself of the parting 
sc^e between the Prince and his French tutor, M. Gilli, 
a Swiss, when the latter had reo^ved leave of absence to 
visit IkLs native country, and was about to stop on board 
tiie Lubeck steamboat, on the English quay. Painfully, 
did this separation appear to affect the young heir-anpar-' 
ent, and fior a long time after the vessel had startedT ha 
stood waving his handkerchief towards his dc^airtin^ 

As we are now occupied in sketehing the character of 
^li*"®^ members of the Imperial family, resident at 
M>urt,^we ought not to overlook the Emperor^s brother, the 
^rand Duke^lchael. He is also a very fine looking man. 
tmt ms countenance expresses rather a gloomy sedatenessT 




lie It, however, H^enevoleiit ki the htghesk degree-^n &o1^ 
toe imich so Ibr hit lliuuices; but eorticulariy is he so in* 
eltned tamaadn mUitary (ilBo«rS) ana even common soUUera. 
Nor is it on account of the thanlcs that he may receive for 
his bounty, as the Mlowing anecdote wiU testuy. An offi« 
oer of artillery, of which corps the Grand Duke himself is 
eoloner, arrived from a distant garrison at 8t Peteraborgh, 
in order to recdve tlie pay for bis regiment On his road 
back lie stopped one night in a small town, where he was 
prevailed upon to gamble, and thoughtlessly to ri^ ^Vor- 
tion of the regimental money that lay in his liands. This 
stake he lost In despair, he hastened l>ack to tlie metro* 

Grand Dnke^ 
bat without 
prince, who was very much 
CK^cupied at that moment, desired the adjutant to inquire 
the object of the oflkser's visit With some hesitation, the 
latter made known the fauH he had committed, and con* 
fessed that he luid come to beg the pritace to lend him the 
sum he had lost, in order that he might escape from the 
shame and disgrace which threatened him. When His Im- 
perial Highness was informed of this, he sprang from his 
seat, and was about to rush into the ante-chamber, where 
the trembling sinner was waiting. At the door, however, 
he turned round ; and handing to the adjutont the sum ^>e- 
eified, said that "he did not lend the money, but gave it 
him. He did not know tiie applicant; nor did he wish to 
learn his name. A setxmd time^ he would not be thus 
snatohed from the disgrace he mi^t brinff upon himsd^ 
and, therefore, it behoved him to be carefiu or tiie future." 
The wife of the Grand Duke, the Grand Dutchess Helena, 
a princess of Wurtemberg, and a lady of great beauty, lives 
very retired, being devoted entirely to the education of her 
daughters, and to literatore, wherein siie patronises the 
Russian and French, as well as the German beUes-lettres^ 



CHAPTER IV 

Ronian Botpitafity— Ree«ption and nieatmeiit of BCzangen— Hii^ OambtiBg; 

Among other things highly agreeable to a stranger on 
▼Isiting the northern Imperial city, wherein 90 much ap^ 
pears that is unusual, is the spirit of hospitality di^laved 
there, of wMoh in the sooth there is no conception. One 



only capital besides that of Russia sho^ tm rather did 
once show, a similiur disposition— namdy, Vienna : but this 
Tifftiie has &llen away in the Austrian metropolis yenr con* 
sideral^y of late years. In St Petersborgh^ and stin more 
Gonsplcuonsly in Moscow, (where all lenoine old Russian 
eustoms are still retained,) hospitality is manifested in all 
its fulness. Russia is a country that does not stand so 
much in the traveller's road, as Germany and the more 
southern and western parts of Europe. Hence, compared 
with most other large cities, those of the great northern em- 
pire have but a small influx of visiters ; and for this very 
reason, namely, the rarity of strangers, they are receivea 
and entertained with a more cordial welcome. A sin^ 
letter of introduction is su£5icient for any respectable for- 
eigner to be charged with, in coming to St Petersburgh ; 
lor it will speedily effect his reception by such a number of 
families, as will enable him to occupy his time pleasantly 
each day in the week. Shoidd he happen to possess^ in 
addition to respectability, any particular talent— if he plays 
on the piano-forte, if he has a good voice, or is fond of 
dancing-— he may be sure that his appearance creates satis- 
faction, and that every thing will be done to render his 
stay a^eeable. The visits which are made, in St Peters^ 
burgh are not such as are made in Germany, or in other 
parts of Europe, where at precise hours the visiter appears 
m ceremonious order, with speeches of inquiry after the 
health of the gracious lord and lady of the house, &c. On 
the contrary, n^e the stranger has merely to observe that 
the master or mistress of theliouse says to him, " on such or 
such a day of the week, I receive my friends to dinner; if 
your time permits, I hope that you will not fail to come." 
On such an invitation, (which is meant to be general, in ihm 
most friendly sense of the term,).one is at liberty to appear, 
without tiie danger of being considered — as in Germany 
and elsewhere — too forward or obtrusive. The dinner hour 
is usually four o'clock. A few extra covers are always 
ready laid, and the embarrassment so often visible in a 
hostess, when perhaps, accidentally, just as the soup is intro- 
duced upon the table, an acquaintance drops in, is never to 
be observed in a St Petersburgh lady. It is also to be re- 
marked that in the Russian houses, the so-called '^ScbSl- 
chen," which is served before dinner, may amply form the 
dinner itself elsewhere, m the limited and proper sense of 
the word, this " Schdlchen" is a glass of liqueur, taken in 
order to whet the appetite; but in the more m libiium 
sense, it designates a detached table^ stationed near tiie 
principal dinner-table, on which all kinds of piquant things 
mre placed, such as oysters, cavier, salami, «c. wfaereimi 



^ 
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one may readily not only jtay, bol also aalufy the appe* 
tite. At this table Ae niests are often engl^D[ed eating 
daring a quarter of an noor vipttamAingj thus preparing 
themselves for the regular banquet of several hours occu- 
iMtion. When this is ended, it is at the option of the guest 
either to retire to spend the evening at uie theatre, or at 
the house of any other fiiend, or he caui re^piain and par- 
take with the family, and other visiters, in the dish of tea— 
a never-missing beverage in every Russian house. If ha 
can join in the card or musical partv which follows, (doC^ 
indeed, are rarely wanting,) so much the more is lus c<nn* 
pany estimated. At eleven or twelve o'clock, he is obli- 
gingly pressed to take some more '' trifling retreshment?' 
m the supper-room ; although on repairing wither, theiea- 
vily loaded table presents an assortment of viands evi- 
dendv more than enoujo^h to furnish a trifling species of en* 
tertafnment To this mrmidable display of eatables js ta 
be added (what most strangers viewvrith surprise, bnt 
which is umversal in Russian good society) the very nume* 
rous retinue of servants in attendance--a ^'spirit ready to 
do your bidding," being generally stationed bdtod each 
chair* As respects the card-playing before menitiimed, it 
would be well to advise every stranger, to whom it may 
not be a matter of indifference, whether he leaves the cmn^ 
pany with a few hundred roubles more or less in lus purse, 
rather to forego in Russia this costly amusement At a 
soiree in the house of the Austrian Consul General, Id. de 
K., where, as I did not dance, I sat down with three gen* 
tiemen to whist, I was not a litue struck on finding the point 
to be fixed at twenty-five roubles; to my satisfaction, now^ 
ever, I came offwiUiout much loss. 

In Moscow, as I have hinted, the strai^r is received even 
more heartily than at St Petersburgh. llarehr does it hap- 
pen that a traveller, provided with a letter of^introductloas - 
to any house, has not apartments offered to him therein; 
and it is considered an insult not to accept this ofEBt, 
Hence it arises, no doubt, that there are in both citie»— bnt 
more particularly , in Moscow— so few good public hotsls ; 
because, owing to the hospital!^ of the mhabitants, a nu- 
merous class of in^eepers would in a very short space of 
time be ruined. 
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CHAPTER V. 

* • 

The New-Year Benqaet— ICaMiiende at the Winter Palace on NeW'Tear'a Dqr— 
AAibility ana CoDdescenrion of the Emperor. 

Dining apon paper is a tasteless meal, and yet, in the 
characteristic sketches of a country or ci^, we cannot well 
avoid some allusions to eating and drinking, particularly 
when we wish to venture upon a sketch of a St Petersburgn 
New Year's day. 

The dinner at Baron C— -'s on this anniversary, pre- 
sented a proof of the progress which the culinary art has 
attained under a latituae of sixty northern degrees. Whilst 
without, tiie winter birds hoarded up their plumage, in or- 
der the better to secure themselves against the cruel frost, 
within the highly decorated walls andsaloons of the baron ^ 
reigned the genial atmosphere of spring, which numberless " 
flowers strewed around, served to produce ; while on the 
tabtos were displayed the luscious, fruitful gifts of summer 
and autumn. Here the astonished eye was greeted by 
heaps of jiiicy cherries and raspberries. Certamly, at this ' 
time of the year, a schoolboy's slender purse would not 
safBce to procure him even a taste ; for the sardener has for 
a pound of these fruits from 10 to 15 roubles, (8 to 10 shil- 
lings.) Young green peas, beans, or carrots, (if the epicure 
should wish forBiem,) maybe had herein winter at from 20 
to 25 roublecL the small measure: and asparagus, caulir 
ftower, and fresh cucumbers are also procurable, though 
at no small cost It may easily be imagined, therefore, 
that a dinner of this description cannot be given to fifly 
guests without exceeding, perhaps, the expense incurred 
on similar occasions, by the most celebrated purveyors of 
other capitals. This circumstance, however, does not seem 
much to trouble the Russian of high rank ; he pays' most 
wiUingly when he can satisfy his wishes, and if he sees that ' 
his guests relish it, is amply rewarded for his outlay. As 
regurds the drinking portion of the entertainment, the 
stranKer will likewise not fail to experience satisfaction. 
Rhenish whie is drank least of all — ^the growths of France, 
Bourdeaux, and Burgundy, being much more esteemed. 
The consumption of Champai^e is in Russia so consider- 
able, particularly in the principal cities, that the importa- 
tion of the genuine wine is insufficient to satisfy the de- 
mand. No doubt, therefore, much gooseberry mixture is 
served in substitution to parties who are not in a condition 
to distinguish the difference. 

It was past eight o'clock when the new year's banquet 
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was ended, and tiiis was considered the fittest time for pro- 
ceeding to the masquerade, annually held at this epocn in 
ihe Winter Palace and the adjoining Hermitaee. In order 
to describe at large this curious, and, I should think, per* 
iectly unique festival,! should necessarily exceed the space 
that can be allotted to the purpose in these pages, and shidi, 
therefore,confine myself to a characteristic sketeh. Through 
long, almost endless corridors, and between rows of richly 
dressed imperial servants, the company at length arrived 
at the first saloon ; where, around a grand bufiet. to which 
the plate-chests had abundantly contributed theur weighty 
gold and silver jugs and flagons, mostly bearing the stamp 
of past centuries, the numerous assembly was paying court 
to the wine, mead, and confectionary, provided by impe- 
rial command. With difficulty did we elbow our way 
through the immense crowd, in order to reach the Gteor- 
ffian saloon, where we were greeted by thousands of wax 
•p^ts, and now began to breathe a little more freely. It 
will sound almost incredible when I state, that for this mas- 
querade above thirty thousand tickets were distributed ! — 
but that such was the fact I can prove by my own card,' 
which I have still in my possession, and which bears the 
number twenty-nine thousand, seven hundred and fifty-four, 
while I have reason to know that this was by no means the 
highest. And let it not be thought ^at admission is only- 
granted to the upper classes ; no rank is ever excluded ; 
one meets the senator in his richly brocaded court dress, 
and immediately afterward stumbles on the very lavjoach^ 
Uchik who probably had, only an hour or two before, driven 
us in his sledge through the city. At another moment we 
pass a princess — and then encounter the wife of a bearded 
Kussian merchant, in her national costume, her ears and 
neck loaded with jewels and pearls \ or we may come in 
contact with a slim Tscherkessew, in his Asiatic mountain 
dress; a begowned Bucharenian, or a grave Turk — the 
latter singularly contrasted by some liffht-footed Greek,' 
with his expressive and somewhat artful physiognomy; 
perhaps even a Samojedian may be met with, his stature 
of some four feet surmounted by a colossal nead. Cos- 
sacks, Georgians, Armenians — ^in &ct, people of all nations 
are here mingled together, producing a confusion of na- 
tional attires which no other masquerade can present in the 
whole world. And these varieties of costume were no 
doubt genuine and correct, as we saw no masks, but mere- 
ly representatives of dozens of eastern and southern eoun- 
tries. It is true, the ctvilians appear in dominbs, which by 
the time they have made their way back through the crowd 
present a most tattered appearance. 
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tlie court had not as yet appeared; and we were tlier#- 
Ibre permitted to make a closer inspection of the salooii 
fbrming the theatre in the Hermitage, (how fitted up as the 
banqueting haO,) before the noble guests arrived. All the 
walls and pillars were covered with glass tubes and plates 
of ground g^ass, behind which were thousands of lamps, 
sparkling and shining through tiieir transparent screen, 
and reflected in all the colours of the rainbow. Most de* 
ceptively imitated by silver tinsel, waterfaDs were seen 
rushiUjg downwards, and fountains spouting upwards. 
Imitations also of natural landscape made the beholder 
Imagine that from this fairy-haD. he actually viewed tbe 
most deliehtrul specimens of reality. Living thickets of 
fhrubs exhaled aromatic fragrance ; and concealed choirs 
of music sent forth the most enchanting melody. It was 
indeed altogether a truly wonderful spectacle, imbodying^ 
what we have all read of. in our childhood, in tiie Arabian 
tales. Some 10,000 roubles is understood to be the annual 
sum expended on these decorations ; and it must be ad- 
mitted that, with their help^ considerable portions of fasci- 
nation may be readily conjured up. Two splendidly deco- 
rated tables, on each of which are placed two hundred 
covers, and which are overlaid With gold and silver, flowers^ 
and rare fruits, stand prepared to entertain, at a late hour, 
the court guests. Twelve Moors, richlv attired in the 
f urkish costume, and attached to the Imperial serviccL 
await the appearance of their ruler in the crystal hall, ana 
complete the magical effect of this unusual scene. 

Making room for other curious guests, we hence re 
turned to the other saloons, where, however, the crowd had 
meanwhile become still more dense. It was now that a 
whisper was heard to circulate amongst the moving mass ; 
all eyes were, in consequence, turned towards the folding 
doors ; and from everj^ saloon rang fbrth a lively Polo- 
maUe. The crowd, which had previously kept so close to- 

f ether that an apple falling from the ceiling would scarcehr 
ave penetrated to the ground, now suddenly pressed stin 
closer, thus contriving to open a passage in the midst 
The court train was, it seemed, approaching. First ap- 
peared the Emperor himself, leadmg his consort by the 
hand. He was dressed in the rich, gold-embroidered uni- 
lR>rm of the Chevalier guards, of which corps the Empress 
is chief; her Majesty was clad in the national dress of 
Russia, namely, light blue velve^ trimmed witii gold-bor- 
dered sa&ran, with full white sleeves. Upon her head she 
wore the customary tiara of crimson velvet, called Ka- 
kosch, from under which her long platted hair hung down 
her back ; her alabaster neck was encircled by large pearlsy 
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and the head-dress glittered with brilliants, ehapfng them- 
selves into the form of a crown. Truly, uiey were a ma- 
jestic pair ! 

Next came the heir-apparent, dressed like his father, in it 
closely fitting uniform, which suited most happily with hiii 
slender, tall figure; he escorted his aunt,^e young and 
lovely ^fe pf the Grand Duke Michael, who himself fol- 
lowed, dressed in the dark-green uniform of a general of 
artillery, turned up with black velvet and gold lace ,* he led 
;some lady of the court, whose name I know not To this 
couple succeeded the vouthful, yet man]y figures of the two 
Dukes, Alexander and Ernest of Wurtemberg, generals in 
the Russian army, and nearly related to the Emperor. In 
the group of noble ladies we missed, on this occasion, one 
of the most lovely, namely, the Princess Maria, daughter 
of the senior Duke Alexander of Wurtemberg. She had 
been a principal ornament of the Imperial court, but had 
returned just before the festival to Germany, where now, 
as reigning Dutchess of Saxe-Coburgh Gotha, she has 
gainea the esteem and respect of all who are allowed to 
approach her. 

After the Emperor and family had gone by, followed sev- 
eral noble and distinguished generals, in uieir state uni- 
forms, and the ladies of the court, in the Russian national 
costume. Thus the procession walked through the different 
saloons to the accompaniment of the Polonaise^ and amid 
the voluntary, undissembled acclamations of the assembly. 
Scarcely indeed could any one withdraw his eyes from so 
magnificent a spect^cje. The Emperor and Empress, in 
passing onward, turned and addressed in the most gracious 
manner different members of the crowd; and whoever 
participated in this compliment, appeared enraptured with 
the benignant manner of the sovereign. It was no forced 
condescension, but bore all the marks of sincere aflfectioni 
towards his subjects — it resembled a father's conduct t6 
his children — which isL in truth, manifested in ail the ac- 
tions and speeches of the Emperor. An aged Russian, 
with a long beard, (by his appearance a tradesman of the 
lower class) whom I met in the crowd, turned towards me^ 
although, of course, totally unknown to him. * Did you 
see, sir," inquired ne with joyful face, "how our father 
i(raeaning the Emperor) spoke to me? — Ay, and he patted 
me upon the shoulder too !" added the garnilous old man, 
chuckling with delight as he reverted to the circumstance, 
which he related to a second and a third, and at length 
met with another to whom " our father" had also spoken, 
and who could therefore match his story witli a coimter- 
part. 

3 
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AU tiiU may be nmch less interesCtng on mtper : birt 
whoever has witnessed such scenes m reality, and n5- 
mained an unmoved spectator, must, indeed, bear a cold 
heart I imagine, that even a revolutionist would become 
converted, if he were brought into the presence of such 
a monarch; consequently, whoever has retained in his 
breast a love and respect for good rulers, to which class 
Nicholas of Russia does most truly belong, cannot fail to 
be strengthened in that sentiment 

When the court had entered the banqueting hall, we 
sought, fatigued by what we had seen and experienced, to 
gain an outlet through the crowd. From the saloons, 
where reigne4 an atmosphere of a very high degree, we 
stepped into the corridor, in which we encountered a 
freezing-cold draught of new-year's air; throu^ which 
alternation, as has frequently been the case, death himself 
might have been wailing towards us his icy breath. For- 
tunately, however, w^ soon found our servants waiting 
with our fur cloaks, and in a few minutes a swiftly-gliding 
sledge drove us back to the saloon of the kind host, at 
whose table we had dined; and here some warm punch, 
together with the animated conversation of a brilliant com- 
pany, soon banished any disagreeable effects of our ex- 
cursion. 



CHAPTER VI. 

FeatiYal of the CoMeentkm of Water, on the 6>18th Janiurj^ on the iey wirfiiee 9t 
the Neva— Bathe of Ruaei*— Cleanliaeaa of the Roaaiaiifl. 

The Neva was at this period covered with ice three feet 
in thickness, and, therefore, strong enough at any rate to 
serve as a foundation for a building of no verv great weight 
Behind the Winter Palace, a few feet from the shore, I had 
in my walks some days previous, noticed a sood many 
carpenters engaged upon the ice, erecting a li^t pavilion 
on high piles. On the 18th of January, at about ten o'clock 
in the morning, I found the spot covered by a crowd of 
people. The circular pavilion, supported on pillars which 
were connected by green wood iatUce-work, was completed, 
and a bridge led to it from the shore. Four open doors 
showed wimin a small temple— wherein stood an altar, 
while a flight of steps led b^w, to an opening in the ice, 
level with the water. Above was a dome, surmounted with 
a-cross ; ov6 /the doors were placed four pictures on sacred 
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subjects : that facing the shore, represented the bapttem of 
bur Saviour by St John. The common people call this 
little temple, in which the conaecratian of the vaier takes 
place, " the Jordan." 

In the gprand palace square, along the quay, and upon 
the Neva, thd^e were stationed on thfi occasion nearly fi^ 
thousand of the Imperial guards, including those in garrison 
at St Petersburgh, as wen as in the environs. An innume- 
rable crowd of people had collected together. Meanwhile 
the Metropolitan Bishop read mass in the chapel of the 
Winter P^ace, before the Imperial family and the court 
Towards midday the palace gates were thrown open, and 
a crimson cloth-covered passage led to the temple on the 
ice, upon which the procession now appeared. First came 
the bishop or patriarcl^ with the whole body of the clergy 
—comprising altogether some hundreds — clad in silk and 
velvet vestments, in many instances richly decorated with 
jewels and pearls. Amongst these we noticed several truly 
apostolic-^looking heads, with flowing locks falling upon 
their shoulders, and long beards. Crucifixes, standards, 
sacred images, and valuable sacerdotal vessels were car* 
lied by the church diignitaries, and both sides of the pro- 
cession were escorted by attendants, richly dressed, bear^ 
ing flags. Then followed subaltern officers, of Herculean 
stature — their breasts decorated with orders — carrying the 
colours of the various regiments of the guards. Afterward 
appeared the full choir of one hundred men and boys, in 
red uniforms, sin^g sacred hymns without any instru- 
mental aceompamment These were succeeded bv pages 
bearing wax tapers, and behind them walked the Kmperor 
in a splendid uniform. If the weather be not too severe, 
he is always accompanied by the whole of the Imperial 
family; but if the contrary is the case, the Empress, with 
her ladies, merely shows herself upon a glass balcony be- 
fore the palace. The procession is then terminated by the 
Emperor's adjutants and staff officers. 

On his Majesty entering the Neva Pavilion, Te Deum is 
commenced,, and the patriarch consecrates the water by 
dropping a silver crucifix into it 'The regimental colours 
are then besprinkled with the "consecrated element; and 
during this ceremonv, the cannons flrom the ramparts be- 
flnn to thunder forth their warlike salute over the Neva. 
The regiments file off tc^ther towards the Pavilion, and 
receive back their consecrated banners. The ceremony 
is then concluded, and the procession returns to the palace. 
The whole presents an imposing scene, particularly if the 
observer can view it alL comfortably wrapped up in a thick 
tnr peitsse. H'>w tlie Bmperor, cfaressed m a close uniform 
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florlottty (as wpOi as his ratf,) can endpire for oeacly half an 

hour a cold of twenty-five aegreesH^^^n^^^^P^^^^^® 
time» too, bareheaded^can only be imagined by him who 
knows the hardy constitution of thcf Russians. That, as 
soon as the procession has quitted t^e spot, many super- 
fictions parents dip their children, in a state of nUdity^ mto 
the cold element— is ihe" naked truth," in the stnctest 
sense of the word. Jji. baUi on such a day, in consequence 
of the sacredness imparted to the water, could only be re- 
conciled by fe^inp of pie^, and even in that case a mo- 
mentary submersion woula suffice. 

A sledge brought me towards evening to the T^desian 
house, near the Slue Bridge, in which extensive building is 
found one of the lieurgest of those agreeable establishments 
so peculiar to Rus^a. Though the price is only 10 kofv- 
ecken, (about a penny,) the annual receipts are very con- . 
stderable. This will be understood when one becomes con- 
vinced of the indispensability of this luxury, even to the 
commonest man. The j;>oorest Russian would rather en- 
dure hunger than deny himself, at least once in the week, 
this wholesome pleasure. On the Saturday aflernoon are 
to be seen whole groups of men, women, and children hasten- 
ing to the baths, canying in one hand a thick birch brush, 
and in the other a small bundle of clean linen. The love of 
cleanliness implied by this universal custom, must.be ad- 
mitted to be extremely creditable to this northern people. 
There is no refreshment more acceptable to the senses, or 
more salutary to the system at large, than is that of the 
bath; it is wholesome, bracing, and puri^ing. lifet it is by 
no means so commonly sougnt for as might hence be in- 
ferred. The inhabitants of the hotter climates generally 
use it most; but here the habit is to be witnessed among a 
people chained in almost continual frost 



CHAPTER VII: 



Tke Imperial Gkynrt^-CborfaCen ; flMir Imtitiitioii— Kiof Otbo of Cmece ; liia Ftf> 
Aca-^IUdame GatalMri ; hvt Mkniniioii at th» perloraMnee of the Choriaton, 

JQvERY Saturday morning, from ten to twelve o'clock, the 
Imj^erial court singers rehearse in their institution on the 
Moika canal, whicn, with its extensive fore-court and side 
buildings, forms almost a palace ; and I wish, with all due 
re.spect to the youns and amiable King Otho of Greece, 
ti\uX his so-called palace at Nauplia, with its front of^five 
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Windows, couM be convenieiitljr convertod into soeh a 
building as this. To the before-mentioned rehearsals a 
card or admission is easily obtained from the directcnr of 
the institution ; and on those days a select company gene- 
rally assembles. One is here induced to repeat the expres* 
sion of Madame Catalani, (who once reigned as queen in 
the kingdom of sounds,) on the occasion of her being pres- 
ent at a chorus of these singers. She is said to have ex- 
claimed with tears; "My song is but of this world—but 
that which I have just heard is a chorus of angels !" It is 
certain that a very peculiar feeling pervades the audience, 
when, without the accompaniment of any instrument, the 
full choir, consisting of one hundred men and boys, ascend 
gradually from the softest piano to the most overpowering 
forte; and then, by slight modulations, the notes die away, 
as it were, in the distance. Among other pieces, I heard a 
Crucifixus, written for six voices, by Lotti, and I cannot 
describe the impression it made, not only upon myself but 
npon all present I might indeed be accused of exaggera- 
tion, were I to dwell at length on the emotions excited, in 
the mbst visible way, upon the entire auditory, young and 
old; and therefore I content myself with alluding again to 
the before-stated opinion of the great singer, which appears 
to imbody felicitously my own judgment What in other 
choirs is so unpleasantly prominent— namely, the over- 
straining of individual voices— is here quite unfcnowh. Ali 
the singers are equally well gifted ; the selection of them 
(mostly from the peasant classes) being made with the 

greatest care. , •^ ,. . ^ 

This vocal academy, which existed under Wladimir the 
Great that is, between the years 980 and 1015, and was 
then lormed of G^eek singers, is maintained by the state, 
which provides for the improvement of the students in every 
branch of musical science ; and not in music on/y, but other 
departmente of instruction are added— so that when a boy. 
in consequence of ripening years, loses his voice, he will 
have received a sufficiently good education to be enabled 
to serve the state in some other way— means of doing which 
being furnished by the Emperor. The older members of the 
institution receive a salary, and board in the establishment, 
and are not precluded from marrjring. They are promo- 
ted, like other official persons, according to gradation of 
rank, as is customary in Russia; and as regards the pen- 
sioning of their widows and orphans, they are all placed 
on the same footing. The more important Russian em- 
bassies at foreign courts are accompanied by a small choiJr 
from this institution, whose exertions are required hi order 
to complete the religious ceremonies Of thehr church ser- 
31* 



Tioe» giiob a cfe^MT, fyg instance, is atfai^h»djU>xthe church 
of the R^8aiaIl embasqr in Greece, which I have often 
heard there at festivals. On particular griand occasion)s, 
as at Easter in the year 1834, the officers of the Russian 
fleet stationed at Nauplia (ama^urs of music) strengthened 
^e choir. Sinular vocal bodies are attached to all Russian 
regiments, consisting of soldiers and soldier-hoys, yrho are 
obliged to assist at the military church service. 



CHAPTER VIU. 

The Iiq^eriil Orphan AMjlam^Jta benefietal ▲mogemeoU. 

Count Wielharski, superintendent of one of the highest 
offices at court, is a distinguished patron and admirer ot 
the arts and literature ; and he is also known in St Peters- 
burgh as an excellent amateur of the violoncello, and taste- 
ful composer. Business one morning }ed me to his dweUr 
ing, where I found him—surrounded b^ books, instruments, 
^d a mass of papers — occupied in inspecting the details 
of a new model for a cradle. Most zealous^ did he ex- 
plain to me the nature of the simple machinery, by means 
of which two of these infantine beds misht be put into mo- 
tion by the hand at the same time. When I inquired, in 
surprise, for whom these cradles were prepared, I learnt 
that the count, besides his other duties and engagements, 
was Director of the Grand Imperial Orphan Asylum, and 
that it was for this Institution the machines were invented. 
} readily accepted the kind invitation of this nobleman to 
visit that establishment, which is situated on the Moika car 
nal, and forms in itself no inconsiderable district The in- 
stitution was founded by Peter the Great, much extended 
by his successor, Cathenne the Second, and since that time, 
^e sovereigns of Russia have done every thing to render 
it as complete as possible. A liofly iron railing separates it 
from the quay of the Moika, and here a mUitaiy guard is 
stationed to keep order in a mass of building, the inhabit- 
ants of which may very easily be ranked in number with 
those of a small town. Here also dwells the porter, whose 
duty it is to receive the children that are brought and to 
enter them in numerical order in the register. If the mo- 
ther stays to explain, she has to answer whether the child 
is christened, and if not, what name she wishes to give it 
3ttt it is a condition that all orphans are to be brought up 
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in the national relicion^namely, the Qretk. The motfier 
then receives a ticket, with the namber of the child as en- 
tered upon the book, an^ which number is also placed upon 
the neck of the child, in order that at a subsequent period 
the parent may be able to recognise and claim it ThiSi 
however, can only be done by express permission of the 
Empress, (as patroness of the institution,) to obtain which 
the mother must show that she possesses the means nie- 
cessary to maintain the child. Pregnant women are allQW- 
ed to enter and remain here during tiieir confinement i and 
when they feel themselves strong enough, are permitted to 
leave the house,, no inquiry bemg ever made aflet their 
name. At first, one might suppose that an institution so 
liberal would work ill as regards morality; but the number 
of illegitimate births in St. Petersburg is comparatively 
less than in any^ other extensive citv. It is calculated that 
in this asylum three thousand children are annually re- 
ceived. If it turns out that the infants of fourteen days old 
are strong enough to thrive without verypecuUai' care and 
uninterrupted attention, they are sent out to nurse in the 
country. In their jR>urth year they are received into the 
elementary school, in the chateau GeUcMna; .and here 
their respective powers of mind are estimated, to ascertain 
whether they should be devoted to the pursuits of the me- 
chanic, the artist, or the professor. For this purpose, they 
are brought back into Uie asylum, where talented instruct- 
ert imparl to those selected, the necesstary education in 
all branches of -knowledge, and prepare some of them for 
the university. Others are bound, generally in their twelfth 
year, to serve an apprenticeship to artists or mechanics. 
The girls are treated in a similar way, and according to . 
their abilities are brought up as governesses, or instructed 
in other professions. 

The attention and cleanliness observed throughout the 
Vhole institution are highly praiseworthy. So striefly, in- , 
deed, is the latter principle adopted, that the cradles are 
made witii iron wire ; as in wooden ones insects mi^ht be 
engendered. It is doubtless hard to stand alone m the 
world, without parents or relations ; still the lot of these 
poor orphans is not the most melancholy, since the Em- 
peror acts the part of their father, and the Empress that of 
a careful mother, as she proves by her frequent visits. In 
this often-denounced land of barbarians, care has even 
been taken to provide, for the conval^ent invahds, an 
agreeable countiy-house, in order to afford evttry fncmsy 
for the recovery of ^eir health. 
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CHAPTER IX 



«Ths RoMtea and his Pectdburlties— The Imoflchtoehtks Mid flie Wankas— The 
OoachoMii and Ui« FoatUUon— The Roaaian MerehaBt in CkMlteol-IhrM^lfwit^ 
fibifl^taft and Dancea of the Roaaian Pe<q;>]e. 

It gave me much pleasure, during my sojourn in Russia, 
Id observe the common man in his national peculiarities. 
What chiefly strikes the stranger, is the skill and capacity 
of the Russian. It is a well known fact that the bands of 
regiments are formed of peasants, who perhaps never be- 
fore saw the instrument which in uie course or a short time 
they play with great perfection. The music master savs 
to me recruit, ^'you must blow tJuU instrument !" and the 
Russian blows it The most remarkable instance of .this 
musical capacity is probably afforded by the Russian horn 
players, who^r we mistake no^ are now making the mu- 
sical tour of England, and consist of about thirty- perform- 
ers. The size of tneir instruments varies u-om some 
inches to some feel^ and each player blows one note only. 
Nevertheless, they execute elaborate musical compositions, 
which must be considered as almost incredible, consider 
ing the intricacy of the pauses of each individual horn 
The natural and innate capacity of the people for music 
and sin^ng may perhaps contribute to produce this effect, 
for sindng is the continued occupation of the Russian. 
With wnatever he may be busied, he constantly sings — and 
generally ballads which have a slow time — with mellow 
notes. But this capacity or skill ^chibits itself also in every 
other respect An acquaintance of mine had apprenticed 
several of his vassals to different mechanics and artists in 
St Petersburgh. His saloon was ornamented by one of 
them who had been about three years with a painter, and 
the ceiling was so well executed, tiiat connoisseurs were 
perfectly astonished. With how many tools does not the 
carpenter of other countries go to work, whilst tiie Russian 
has at his girdle (Kuschak) nothing more than an axe, as 
sharp as a razor, and with this he does every thin^, even 
the carved ornaments of wooden buildings. If he wants a 
plummet he fostens a string to his axe, and thereby per- 
forms aUhw operations. When, subsequently, I iodgedat 
the Hotel de Londr^ m the Palace Squar^ I ha#e fre- 
jpentty- watched fot hours the erectmg of the booths for 
the pubhc festivals of the carnival, and could scarcely 
comwehend how tiie cheerful singing mechanic executed, 
with his axe alone, all the varied carvings with which the 
roof and balcony of the booths were decorated. 
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- A {oresence of nojiicl approzimatiiig to rashness is ako 

not nnusaal in the Russiaji. As such we mby consider 
what might not inai^propriately be called the "Balance,** 
whereby they escape within a hair's breadth of deatii. 1 
nave never observed that they erected scaffolding to whtte^ 
wash even a large house. The mode they adopt is thefol- 
h>wing: above, either beneath the roof, or in an attic win- 
dow, a pole is placed with a pulley attached to it, ttirongh 
which a cord passes^ so that the two ehds reach the gtound* 
To one end is afScsed a horizontal piece of irodd, and 
upon this the Hussian seats himself straddling across it; 
and then fastening himself round the body to uie rope, he 
hangs the vessel containing the colour to his seat, and the 
brush with its long handle he sticks in his girdle, while by 
. the other end of the cord he moves himseu up and down 
at pleasure. When he has reached the requisite place, he 
fastens! this cord to his seat, and then comxiiences both 
working and singing, upon his insecure and vibratory post 
With his feet he moves himself laterally as far as he pos- 
sibly can. We must indeed readily admit, that this pro- 
cedure, although simple^ is adequate. 

I have frequently seen a Russian waterman climb down 
the granite banks of the Neva, to.reach his boat^ o.r to fhst- 
en it to the iron ring of the shore. Clinging witli the tips 
of his hands and feet to the almost imperceptible divisions 
of the morticed squares, the fellow seemed to stick to the 
stone. Krring, even a finger's width, would have precipi- 
tated him into the waves; this, however, he does not fear 
in the leas^ but still singing, he thinks matters could not 
be more convenient for him. He will even take his siestii 
upon the parapet of the river, which is no more than about 
a foot broad, and here tranquilly reposes in th^ sunshine, 
though a single restless motion in his sleep would wake 
him in a cold bath. But according to his ideas^^ this is 
clearly impossible. Should any one warn him of his dan- 
ger, he replies very tranquilly " Neboss !" (Do not fear !) 
and this *• Neboss'* always bears him through.— I one day 
went with an Iswoschtsckik (hackney driver) in his sman 
sledge to a. distant suburb : the road, passing through Mo w- 
toverice, was extremely unpleasant, and threatened our 
vehicle every moment witii an upset, although unaccom- 

Fanied perhaps with danger. " Durak. (fool,) take care P* 
repeatedly called out to him: and "Neboss!" was the 
vmiling reply of my driver, perdied upon his narrow and 
vibrating seat At last 1 lay prostrated with the whole 
affair in the snow, and with my feet entan^ed in the fhr of 
the sledge. 1 raved and swore. But with his tranquil 
^Neboss" he tilled up both me and the sledge, and then 
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drove on. ltl8aJact«hat,whcnihe«mint«^^^ 

already rendered the ice very ^^^^ ^S^SL^J^T^^ 
placed on each side of the Neva to prohibit the Jjl«*«5fir, » 
common Russian, sinj^g his baUad, undertook ttwjperilo^ 
pass. Upon arriving at the 
the police were preparing t< 
boss !» says he, langhing, and turning ^ 

ing the crackling surface to the shore he had come mm, 
he escaped the attention of the guards. ; 

, Upon the raising of the column jpjf Alexander one o! 
rollers used in the operation caimitthe hand ofa laboD 
and threatened to draw the whpie body of the man sloi 
beneath the terrific weigh V which would inevitably ha^ 
crushed him. A Russian ciHrpenter. standing close by, in-- 
stant^ seized his sharp axe, and camng out ^< Neboss !" at 
one blow struck off tne poor creatures arm: he was im- 
mediately conveyed to the hospital, where he speedily re- 
covered; and, as well as his resolute amputator, received 
a life annuity of five hundred roubles each. 

The Russian is any thing but savage ; on the contrary, 
he overflows with kindness. This is most evident fi-om his 
conduct during inebriation, when, according to the pro- 
verb, the truth develops itself. iLet a couple of these 
bearded fellows, who have been copious^ saciificing to 
Bacchus, be watohed along the street The one is tho- 
roY^ly drunk, the other about halfseas over. The latter 
now considers it strictiy his duty not to quit his almost 
motionless companion. Thus both serpentine along the 
pavement, occasionally falline, on which occasions the one 
laboriously recovers his legs by the assistance of the wall 
ofa house, and then ones u> asrist his compantoiv They 
cautiously get out of the way of every one they meet, and 
the least drunken, from time to time, urges the other fd con- 
duct himself properly, and make a senteel salutation, as a 
person of consequence is approaching. This salutation is 
always excessively burlesque, and generally terminates in 
the drunken fellows losing tneir equilibrium, and again 
faUing down. Indecency or rudeness is never heard. On 
the contrary, among Russians politeness is cust^nnary. 
Even when a couple of common labourers or coachmen 
meet, they olflen civilly take off their hats, and make the 
most complimentary inquiries, bowing and scraping all the 
time. 

This politeness naturally increases with the degree of 
drunkenness. At first there is a friendly and pleasing dia- 
logue, and kind inquiries about each family ; but upon in- 
creased intoxication, embraces feHow, with '< Forgive me. 
tny dear brother, if I have ever offended youP' and at last 
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^.- BUtodBh tears stream over the cteeks, yid both, perhaps, 

'* ^ sink beneath the table together. Bat th^more ot)6treperottg 
^fooleries practi^d in other parts are never observed here: 
*and sboiud, which is very seldom the case, any dispute 
take place, and require the intervention of uie police, the 
disturbers of the peace are taken to the watch-house, where 
they sleep off their intoxication, and the next day they 
are made to sweep for an hour or two some of the public 
places, with a large white cross upon their backs. But, as 
we have before said, this seldom happens. Drinking and 
siting are both identified with the nature of the common 
Ruimny and one day at least in the week do they dedicate 
to jomlity. My servant, Iwan, when I hired him, made it 
a conditibn that I should allow him to visit the public tavern 
(Kaback) on the Sundav~<< You will be satisfied with me, 
sirjLsaid he, ^ and I will serve, you faithfullv and honoura- 
blj^^ut on Sundays I must go to the Kaback, and drink, or 
. 'I snaM die." The good fellow kept his word ; he was faith- 
. fill, willing, and unwearied, in my service ; but when I re- 
turned home on Sunday evening, I was sure to find him 
senseless in his room. If mv figure happened to elimmer 
through his offuscated eye, he would drawl forth, " Wino- 
wat !" (I am in fault!) which I, indeed, could believe with* 
out his assurance. \ 

Upon the first appearance of the snow, in addition to the 
multitude of IswosdiUchiks who dwell in St Petersburg!!, 
hundreds of persons arrive fi-om a distance of even forty 
or fifty miles with small gayly coloured sledges, each drawn 
by one horse. In perfect content each nanka, (the di- 
minutive of Iwan, as Johnny is of^ John,) as he m humor- 
ously called, returns in the spring back to his village, with, 
perhaps, a hoard' of firom twenty to thirty roubles, or fre- 
quently more. 
.These Wankas will drive a lone distance in the city for 
^ /a trifle. During one of such trips 1 entered into conversa- 
'.. tion with the gray-bearded driver, in which he assured me 
he had saved neaiiy two hundred roubles in a couple of 
years, and hoped this winter to complete that sum, as 
he wanted it to purchase a substitute for his son, who was 
a soldier, and whom he required at home in his busi- 
ness. These substitutes the Finlanders suf^ly. It may 
be imagined that, knowing such an object, I wiUhigly paid 
somewhat more than was agreed on, and received cordial 
thanks in return. 

On the first of May, I hired a one-horse Drc^ehki to ride 
to a popular festival held in the Catherinenho^ a villa at a 
short oistance from the Gate, and had agreed with the 
IswoschtsGhik to pay a rouble. But just inthin the Gate 
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JBome jjens-d'ariaies stripped us, tellings ttsr th^t only nMe 
equipiages could pass on, and no hired vehicles. I there-. 
fiSre deducted from his pay twenty copeks, which he allowr 
ed, although, .it is true, with a sorrowful g^mace. ^ I must 
be satisfied with i^" said he, in a melancholy voice, "yet 
yo|i should not have done so, for you can better dispense 
with twenty roubles than I with twenty copeks. I, poor 
wreteh, and my horse, must work hard to earn our daily 
bread. Thaf you should have considered, sir, and you 
would not then have deducted the trifle from my fare." 
One must have an iron heart if one did not, upon so mod- 
erate a reproof expressed in so plaintive a tone, purchase 
a smi^ng countenance with a pair 6f copper coins. 

Goodness of heart exhibits itself in the Russian in his 
mode of treating animals. Let only an unemployed Wanka 
be observed in the evening who, in sharing a piece of 
bread with his beast consontarily addresses him — " Thou 
must content thyselr with a little, my nag ! I have myself 
not much, but willingly share it with you. My earnings 
are not great ; but winter is still long, and in spring we 
shall have mustered together a few roubles, and will return 
to dear home. Thou shalt then rest thyself and live upon 
dainties — forthou shalt have as much white oats and green 
clover as thou wilt Do not then despair. See, yonder 
comes a gentleman, and he will certaimy hire us !" and he 
now suddenly turns to the stranger, offers him his sledge, 
and is satisded with his small earnings. 

During my winter journey, I have often amused myself 
iKTith such a conversation between a driver and his horses. 
We might then hear, "Fy, fy,old brown one^you ought to 
be ashamed to be so idle ! Look at the gelding, he is smaller 
than you, and yet runs better. You will soon make me 
cross, and I shall then be forced to beat you. Blows hurt 
you, hark !" (He then strikes the sledge with the whip, and 
continues.) "3o, so, old brown one ! mat's all right Now 
you run well. When we arrive you shall have a good feed ! 
Kun I run! Ill sing you an amusing song!" He now 
commences singing ; and it seems actually as if the animals 
understood him. 

Shortly before Christmas, in the year 1833, when I waii 
making a courier-trip from St Petersburgh to Constantino- 
ple—I think it happened in the government of Kiew— the 
ahready tired horses could not, with all their exertions, drag 
my carriage lin a hill, covered with smooth ice. Haste vas 
Important, and I myself not in the best humour. . I there- 
fore desired the postillion, in. harsh words, to urge the 
horses still more. " Strike we, sir, if you are angry,*' said 
the man, "my horses do their utmost without blows. But 



^v> AfiTBBSBKMMflL 



ycyj way ea&Uy see, that wltii the veryhesk uAmt tbe]jr c«ii- 
not drag us up !'» I convinced myself that the good*natiiv«d 
fyiowtj^as right, atfd then wiUingly waited till he had feteh- 
ed other horses from a neighbouring village. 

But it also appears as if the animals were sensible of the 
affection of their masters. Thus, in St. Petersburgh, the equi- 
pages which have taken their masters to the theatre remain 
exposed to the open sky until they return home. In the 
severest cold weather, I have often seen at night the little 
postillion, who guides the leaders, sleeping, either stretched 
out and balanced upon his horse, or seeking protection 
from the falling snow beneath its belly, and even its legs— 
the horses standing quite still, as if fearing to disturb tiie 
boy. In front of the large theatre in St. Petersburgh, there 
are two projecting roofe of tin, which rest upon iron pillars, 
and are surrounded by stone seats. Beneatii these roofs 
in winter, and during fee time of performance, large fires 
are made at the expense of the government. Here berth 
coachmen and their horses throng to warm themselves. 
The bearded fellows gossip and jesl^ and in their usual wav 
address a few words to their horses, who look on with 
bright and friendly eyes, as if they were attentively li9t^^ 
ing to the conversation. 

To observe the genuine Russian middle class of society, 
one must take a walk to the GostinoirDicor^ (the Exchange,) 
situated in the Newaki Prospect ; the arcade which forms 
the circuit of this irregular square requiring at least hsJf 
an hour to traverse. In the shops, which occupy two sto- 
ries of the arcade, whatever object one may wish to pur- 
chase can be found. The merchants are genuine Russians, 
with long beards, and attired in blue caftans. We here 
again witness a proof of their capacity- in the acquisition of 
foreign languages. The majority of clerks fluently address 
the passenger in either Russian, German, French, or Eng- 
lish, to persuade him to purchase. But in the Goatinm- 
Dvoor^ to avoid being probably cheated in making pur- 
chases, it is very necessary to be acquainted with the mode 
of dealing with Russian tradesmen. In accepting the ur- 
gent invitation of the merchant standinj^ at the door, one 
must, upon entering, cast an undervalmng look upon his 
goods. The price must be asked. " You shall have it verjr 
cheap, sir," answers the merchant; naming perhaps thirty 
roubles. One must then laugh at the enormous cost for 
such bad Russian articles." "Tdu are mistaken, sir" says 
the old brown-beard, witii very naive assurance, "it to not 
Russian, but true German work P We may here mtercar 
late, that Russian manufactures are quite as ^egant and 
tasteful as foreign ones, but they are less durable, whence 
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ft It. tet tbtm made in Germany are freauentiy paid three 
times as much for. The purchaser doubts, and justly, the 
warranty of the seDer, and at once bids ten roubles, l ne 
Russian now becomes, we might almost say, more cour- 
teous, as.his reply indicates. " O, Batuschka, (little fattier, 
an appellation which in friendly converse he prefers to sir,) 
Batuschka, that is too little !" One quits the shop ; the 
Russian follows, and cries, "Give twenty roubles, Ba- 
tuschka." " la bolsche niet dam, niet adin kopek P (I will 
not give more, not a single kopek.) " Fifteen, dear Ba- 
tuschka !" says the seller. The purchaser remains silent, 
and goes. " Come, Batuschka." sighs the Russian, taking 
the purchaser by the arm— ana, leading him back into the 
warehouse, the bargain is setfled. That this is absolute 
knavery, afi many travellers have affirmed, does not di^ 
tinctly strike me. No one is forced to pay the required 
price, while it is the tradesman's cue, .which is based on 
interest^ to ask it The German and French merchants do 
the same, there being only this difference, that the pur- 
chaser does not escape so easily with the latter as with the 
Russian. The prejudice in favour of German work— at 
least, with regard to furniture—is very great in St Peters- 
burg 5 and this prejudice is loudly attested by the fortunes 
accumulated by German mechanics in the course of a few 
years. Their goods are by no means so much better as 
the difference of price between them and Russian work 
would indicate; as, for instance, I purchased in a Russian 
stall in the Gostinoi'Dwor an elegant large mahogany wri- 
ting-desk, with several drawers, and the surface covered 
wim green baize, for twenty-five roubles, (about twenty-five 
shillinfi^) for which a German manufacturer would cer- 
tainly have asked me three guineas; and I was contented 
with my purchase. 

During the forenoon, buyers throng on foot, on horse- 
back, and in equipages, to the Gostinoi-Dwor, In the after- 
noon it is less crowded. The merchants are then seen sit- 
ting in couples under the arcade, drinking tea, and passing 
their time in playing at draughts, a very favourite game 
among them *, or — in which again their love of animals is 
instanced — they amuse themselves in feeding the pigeons 
which swarm and nestle in the arcade, in the cavities of 
the pillars, and in the attic windows, indeed wherever they 
can find a place of shelter. These birds are protected and 
spared by Russians, who attribute to them a degree of sa- 
credness, as the Holy Ghost appears figured in the form of 
a dove. At twilight, for fear of fire, which would here de- 
stroy milUons of properly, the Exchange is closed, and the 
arcade crossed by cord«. Within the colonnade, doss are 



seeored in such a manner as to admit of their ranging Id 
a certain distance^ to prevent the approach of wievea. 
Watciunen are, besides, continually alert within the buUdine 

We have already noticed tiie attachment of the Russians 
to music and singing: we will here devote a few words to 
their love of dancing, in so far as it is national. The ibtk- 
sical accompanim^it to dancing generally consists of a 
BallailLa, a sort of small guitar, with a long neck and on^ 
two strings, the lowest of which is the bass, and upon the 
superior one the melody is played. The dance, executed 
by two persons, a youth and a maideif, is often fiul of grace. 
The latter moves in short, sliding steps, while the lad fol- 
lows quicker or slower, as the sentiment which the music 
expresses may require. The pining desire of the lover, 
the diffidence of the beloved, their meeting, his entreating 
her to hear him, her cold repulse, the increasing passion 
of the youth, the coquetry of the maiden, the pretended 
flight of the swain, her regret, and gradual yielding, in 
wMch she with much expression exhioits increasing ten- 
derness in her glances, until at length they hold each other 
in embrace — in short, me entire dance is a little romance, 
represented with natural truth. 

Young men and maidens also, upon certain occasions, 
dance the centre dance, which they accompany with their 
voices, without any instrument. Solo dances are frequent 
among the Cossacks of the Don, in which they develcw) 
great corporeal elasticity. Lastly, the zigatika is a wild, 
fiery measure, bordering upon a sensual riot, which is 
danced by the gipsies, who are found in Russia in great 
multitudes, and from whom bands of dancers come into 
the cities, where they exhibit their art at the evening par- 
tics of the nobility. In these bands, damsels are seen of the 
most attractive beauty, which is still further increased by 
their fantastic and tastefiil costume. The musical accom- 
paniments to their dance are wild and striking. The 
dancers also frequently accompany themselves with a smaU 
tambarine, and with the so-called "Loshki," which con- 
sists of two wooden spoons, the handles of which are nir- 
nished with small bells, and are forcibly struck together. 
In «t Petersburgh, these national dances are frequently i^ 
troduced as an interiude at the theatre, and are admuraoiy 
executed by the members of the corps de ballet 



CHAPTER X 

UmBnltrfli the Russian Carnival--The Imperial Sliding Motmtidn in tlie Uteod 
^^ Melag i n Oo rman Bbaqoerads— Fast Concerts. 

On Mai^initza, that is to say, the last week before the 
fyrty days, the Easter fast commences ; and the large 
space of ground comprising the Isaac's, the Admiralty, and 
the Palace Squares, and upon which, for the last fortni|^ 
booths, tents for refreshment, and Russian mountains, 
have been erected, be^uis to fill with a great multitude, 
formerly, the site of this popular festiyity was the icy sur- 
fisfcceofueNeva. 

But in 1834, although four feet thick, yet it was feared, 
that a sudden westerfy thawing- wind might make a dan- 
gerous end to the whole sport, and therefore, the wooden 
city was built upon a m^re firm and solid foundation. For 
eight days the citizens live upon this place in one uninter- 
rupted scene of pleasure and enjoyment, but forty days of 
•elf-denial must succeed it — One of their chief diversions 
consists in the Sliding Mountains. A scatfolding, fifly feet 
high, and formed of planks, bears a covered l»alcony, dec- 
iHrated ^th flags of various colours, behind which a flight 
of steps leads up to it In firont, a bridge, ten feet wide, 
descends on an inclined plane ; it is placed at an angle or 
forty-five de^ees, and ext^ids to the ground. T his biidge 
Is covered with large squares of ice which have water fire- 
ouently poured over them, so that the surface becomes per- 
fectly smooth. And this is also continued on the ground 
itself, to the distance of about two hundred feet from the 
bottom of the descent One then goes with a small narrow 
sledge and the guide to the summit The guide seats him- 
self straddling upon the sledge, takes the party wishing to 
ascend between his feet, and slides down. The guide 
bends himself so fer back as almost to touch the ice, and 
guides the sledge on each side with his hands, which are 
eovered with a thick pair of strong leather doves. The 
rapidi^witii which the descent is made is tremendous,— 
the swiftness being continued to a considerable distance 
«ong the path underneath, but it produces much sport 
wnen once the fear is overcome.— There are four such Ice- 
mountams, which are completely besieged from early in 
the mormng until late in the evening. 

Swmgs (Kalsch^i) also take a prominent rank among 
the amusements. They are either the customary ones used 
m Qtoer countries, or are so constructed that between two 
Xoato, a horizontal pillar is longitudinally traversed t^ 
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^??I?^'^^ ^^ £*^' ?«*^een the four ends of these double 
^±^.1°''''^*% ^^^ ^« P^*^«^; in each of which, att 
i^ZZ"^ ''I'^P^^ ^nerally take tieir seats. It appiare 
a neck-breaking affair to see this in full swing ; in ffener^ 

mornwh'^^r^'*^^,'^^^'^ '' accompanierb/iS;,^t S 
^r^^^^S^r*"^ S^ clarionet In the booths amusement is 
provided for the populace by means of conjurers, wild 
animals, ' puppets, wax models, &c. In a Camera Ob- 

S^'JJ?^*'^^^!^^.^ ^ ^^'^ known, the whole neighbour- 
hood is reflected m miniature-I met an old Russian dame 

iTiSJ^^/ ^""k ^® ^.??* ^"^^ ^ «^^*^ a place. She was de- 
lighted to observe the representation of her husband in the 
throng. Suddenly she shrieked out, "Batuschka ! Batusch- 
Jca I get on, they are stealing your pocket-book !" which was 
actoally the case about three hundred feet from the bcotk 
and which she saw reflected here. In her confusion, she 
tJh^n Ih?f ®*^« T^ to stop the figure of the despoilen but 
when the ternfic loss of her husband's pocket-bo6k brought 
her back to her senses, she hurried out of the booth, ac- 
companied by a general laugh, to endeavour to catch the* 
thie^ which wouFd, probably, be a difficult matter in a 
crowd of some fifty thousand people. 

Among the shows, the most interesting has for some' 
years been that of a certain Lehmann, who directs a com- 
pany of skilful rope-dancers, chiefly members of his own 
lamily ; they both exercise that art and produce Italian pan- 
tomimes, upon a neatly constructed stage, and with respect 
to their correct representation, and especially superior ma- 
chinery and transformations, these deserve to be called 
first-rate. There are from four to five performances every 
day, the first of which commences in the morning about 
eleven o'clock, and the last ends at nine o'clock in the eve-* 
ning, so that the actors have but about half an hour's rest 
between each performance. .The attraction of tiiis exhibi- 
tion is so great, that the speculator generally clears, by the 
end of the carnival, a profit of from 5 to 6000 roubles. He 
is, besides, proprietor of an excellent menagerie, with which, 
he, the remainder of the year^ occupies himself at St Pe- 
tersburgh, quitting the capital but a short time, for the laige 
towns of Finland. 

There are hundreds of salesmen of nuts, hard-boiled eggs,- 
cakes, confectionary, (of which tiie Russians are very 
fond,) honey, mead, brandy, and various other delicaeies. 
Around the place sledges and carriages are anintermptttd-' 
ly drawn along; the number of equipages may frequentlsr 
extend to more than a tiiousand. On the last day of this 
popular carnival— a Sunday— about 500 young ladies of 
the two Imperial Institutions for education— namely^ the 
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SmolBA Ccmvent and the Convent ^f St Ca&ertie— ar- 
rived, conveyed in royal carriages and four; and, some- 
what later, fhe Empress, the Priiicesses, and all the court 
ladies, with their escort ofgentlemen. appeared in splendid 
open state coaches ; the Eimperor, the Grand Dukes, and 
the officers of the chevalier guard, and body guard, follow- 
ing on horseback, all in rich uniforms, (those of the two 
rSiments red, one embroidered with silver, and the other . 
with gold lace j) the entire cavalcade went three times 
round the place, and were greeted with shouts by the peo- 
ple. At sunset of this day Uie crowd disperses; during the 
ensuing night all the light buildings of pleasure totaUy dis- 
appear ; and where joy and mirth had so loudly resounded, 
the religious Russian crosses, on the following day, with a 
rueful oountenance— for his stomach already begins to feel 
tibe severe fast. . 

The Imperial family and court amuse themselves, during 
the Maslinitza, in the Neva island Jclagin, which is ex- 
tremely beautiful in summer. Russian mountains are there 
also the order of the da3r, and every one is allowed to be 
present as a spectator. The skill with which the Emperor 
and the heir-presumptive guide the ladies down, in their 
small sledges, is much admired. The heirnpresumptive is, 
on ttds occasion, generally the chevalier of his royal mo- 
ther. On th^evenings of this week balls are usually given 
in the chateau of the island, where the Imperial couple play 
the amiable hosts to a select circle. From Easter Sunday, 
for another week, the popular fete of Maslinitza is repeated 
in the same manner, with, however, the exception of the 
chief amusement the Russian ice-mountains ; which are 
prohibited— not by the police, but by that arch enemy of 
ice, the now more brighUy beaming sun. 

In other respects, the carnival of St Petersburgh resem- 
bles those of other royal residences. Balls at court, and in 
the higher circles ; performances at the Russian, German, 
and French Theatres; and the masked ball at the Blngel- 
hard hotel, upon the Newski-Per&pective, which is adapted 
both for the reception of strangers and for public entertain- 
ments—alternate one with another. The Russian carnival 
closes on the Sunday ; but the so-called " German" Carni- 
val lairts tm> days longer, ending on the Tuesday with a 
very splendid masquerade ball in the above-named hoteL 
where many Russians of the higher olasses are to be ibund 
masked, to enjoy once more, in this conceahnent, the 
amusement now prohibited to them. 

The arts of intrigue are carried on at these entertain- 
ments with great industry and circumspection ; but wer« 
H not so, a masquerade would belie its character. It is re- 
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xoarkable enoush that at this " Genoan" Caniival in <' Rn»> 
sia," the most elegant ^' French" is spoken. The £mperoi' 
and his consort generally visit these ceremonies also ; thi 
presence of the Imperial couple does not in the least incon- 
venience the company^ as here, even if Uiey be not present^ 
the greatest decorum is observable. 

Upon the termination of these last days of festival, there 
is a total stand-still to all amusement The balls cease, and 
all the theatres close until after Easter. Some compensa*- 
tion, it is true, is to be found during this time in the con- 
certs, and foreign virtuosi now glean a rich harvest of 
profit and praise. It is not unusual for celebrated foreign 
singers, or other distinguished performers, to raise the 
price of entrance to their concerts, all given in Bngelhard's 
hotel, to 25 roubles, and yet they have crowded rooms* 
The usual price of a ticket is 12 roubles. 



CHAPTER XL 

Russian Easter— The Easter Faiiv-Easter Eve— '*ChrIstos Waskress I''— Opening 

of the Theatre. 

A FEW days before Easter, as in C^many before Ohrist- 
ipas, th^e is a fair 'held at St Petersburgh; it being the 
&8hion here, upon the return of this festival, to make pre<*' 
aents very much after the Clerman manner. In the broad 
Newski street, which resembles a square in its width, and 
which is opposite the Gottinoi-Jhoor^ booths are erected, con* 
taining every luxury, and here all the fashionables congre* 
gate — ^to purchase, to see, and to be seen. The evening before 
Easter, may be witnessed in every house, but especially in 
Russian houses, a scene of great animation; there is cook- 
ing in abundance, for the stomach is to celebrate on the 
following day a glorious festival. As evening approaches, 
every house of refreshment and coffee-house is brilliant!^ 
lighted, and the streets also are illuminated, but not as is 
customary in Germany, for here, along the pavement, clay 
lamps are placed, whicn produce a very interesting effect 
Towards midnight, all go into the illuminated churches, 
which can scarcely contain tiie worshippers, who jQock to 
hear from the mouth of the priest that Christ has risen. 
The Imperial family assemble for the same purpose in the 
chapel of the Winter Palace, where the whole court is coir 
lect^dt with the diplomatic body, and deputations from all 
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the regiments of guards, consisting generally of a lieth 
tenant, a distinguished subaltern) and a veteran. When 
the clock strikes midnight, the priest announces "Christos 
waskress!" (Christ has arisen!)— and at the instant a 
rocket ascends from the ^ate of the palace into the dark 
sky. Upon this signal, a hundred ana one reports of can- 
non thunder over tne Imperial metropolis, from the fortress 
on the opposite side of the Neva. And now, joy knows 
no restraint. Many hasten with large Easter cakes and 
painted boiled eggs into the churches, that the priest may 
bless them^— who, as an ^^ offering' to himself^ takes from 
each an egg, and cuts a large slice out of the cake. Per- 
sons — even sti'ansers — greet one another with three salut^ 
and with the words *^ Christos waskress 1" This custom is 
so original, and so national, that the court does not exempt 
itself from it, and the Emperor, when he has returned to 
the saloons of the palace from the chapel, with all who 
were present there, embraces the subalterns deputed by 
the suards. 

The houses of refreshment and the restaurateurs now 
lavishly dispense the so recently prohibited dainties. The 
next day, every one visits his acquaintances, to congratu- 
late and present each other with eggs, which among the 
poorer sort consist of boiled and painted ones, but in the 
superior classes they are of porcelain, and often of ^Id or 
silver. The young men are careful to visit such families in 
which there are handsome women or girls, for these also 
dare not decline the customary salutations, as a refusal 
would be considered a gross insult. At all other times, la- 
dies are saluted in Russia by kissing the hand. Upon 
making these visits on Easter Sunday, every one is scdi- 
cited to eat " an egg 5" — an excuse to find one's self present- 
ed with a very splendid breakfast, or inviled to a sumptuous 
dinner. In the afternoon, the before-mentioned jubilee of 
the^Maslinitza again commences. The theatres are opened, 
and the cheerfulness of the Russian is resumed in its cus- 
tomary manner. 



CHAPTER XII. 

Winter hiOM fiureweU with Anril— Favavwit-Diti^ireetlile Ineideiit **«^^«ng 
croRsing the Ice— Opening or the Navigation by the Commandant of the Tortrtm 
— Wo oda tn 8t Petenbar^>->llenefleenee of the Roaaiane— Ammgementa Ibr 
eadhiguiBhtaic Flrea. 

We^ have arrived at the middle of April. The severe 
cold— but which, be^ dry, ts not prejudicial to health- 
has disappeared. We no longer meet men with froaeii 
olfactory organs, and no longer need to heed the cry 
'' Noss !" (nose,) whereby a fellow-passenger apprizes one 
of the danger o^^one's own, and perhaps kmdly rubs it with 
a handful of snow until it resumes ammation, and loses its 
deadly hue. It now both snows and rains together. The 
Wonkas prepare for their return home ; for the snow in the 
streets has chan^d into a kind of heavy san<L very ob- 
structive to the winter v^iicles. People are busiea in clean- 
ing the streets ; and the venr peculiar pavement— which 
has already been constructed in all the principal streets — 
now becomes quite cleanly. We mav here nnd room for 
a few words about this peculiarly. As &r as Uie granite 
flag-stones, which are separated from the carriase-way by 
low cast-iron pillars, it is composed of hexagonal blocks of 
wood. In the middle there is a narrow kennel for water 
and all impurities. This wooden pavement is smeared 
over with tar, and strewed with coarse Sand, whereby the 
whole receives a coating which for sometime resists the 
weather. Such a pavement is scarcely expected to be 
formed in any other country except Russia, as it is there 
only that vast forests present the materials. 

The noise which a multitude of carriages produce both 
day and night upon this pavement, resembles tiie distant 
rolling of thunder ; yet is not so unpleasant as their rattling 
over Sie stone pavement earlier in use, which required long 
habit to enable those living in the -Newski Prospect, to 
sleep during it We must recollect that feshionables here 
enter society nt half-past five o'clock, and only leave it at 
abcmt two or three in the morning. 

West winds, which drive the water up the Neva out of 
the sea, raise the icy covering of the river and make it un- 
safe. Its breaking up may be anticipated, and they hasten 
to remove to the shore the bridge of boats, that had been 
placed upon tiie ice at the commencement of winter. Com* 
rannication with the opposite portions of the city is inter- 
rupted, which produces cmisiderable annoyance to many. 
Thusw one evening, I was carried from my dwellingin the 
Ncweki Prospect owr tbe stiU standing bridge to wasttl 
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Astrow to a ball, which ended at four in the morning. I 
returned to the banks, but the bridge liad been removed 
during the night, the ice had got slowly into motion, and it 
was impossible to make the transit in a boat on account of 
the accumulating masses. I was obliged therefore to stay 
at Wasiti Astrow for two days, where I fortunately had an 
acquaintance ; all who were at the ball, and who lived on 
the Admiralty side, suffered the same fate. 

As soon as the river, although still sprinkled with loose 
ice, will admit of a passage in boats, the commandant 
of the fortress proceeds to the Winter Palace, where he 
hands a silver soblet full of the water of the Neva, to the 
Emperor, and which the monarch returns to him filled with 
ducats. This passage of the commandant is the signal that 
every one else may cross the stream ; hundreds of boats 
animate its surface, and all are rowing to and fro to pay 
visits to acquaintances. The bridge is in the interim re- 
placed, but requires to be again once more removed, as in 
the course of a week masses of ice usually come down 
from the lake of Ladoga, and produce an interruption of 
communication for a day or two. It is well known that the 
Russian government is by no means niggardly in4ts con- 
tribution towards useful and necessary structures ; but it 
has hitherto been impracticable to construct a ^ationary 
bridse over this broad deep river, exposed as it is to the 

freight of so much ice. Were it possible, it would certainly 
e effected. 

St. Petersburgh lies low, has been built on a morass, and 
therefore stands upon watery soil. Hence the frequent 
floodings, wh^i, in spring or autumn, the west wind drives 
the water of the bay of Pmland up the Neva. That of the 
seventh of November, 1824, was doubtiess the most severe 
which St Petersburgh ever experienced. At the comers 
of the streets, red marks exhibit the height to which the 
water attained, namely, ei^htfeet The desolation and mis- 
ery caused by the destructive element is indescribable. But. 
here again the benevolence of the Russians exhibits itself 
in its brightest coloursw I still possess a printed list of sub- 
scriptions, which came firom all parts of the country, as . 
also from Russians abroad, for the relief of the sufferer6 ; 
and must confess that 1 do not think any other co^ntiy, 
upon such an occasion, could exhibit such a mass of con- 
tributions. In Moscow, alone, a committee was formed, 
which in three weeks forwarded the sum of 250,000 roubles 
to St. Petersburgh. The Privy-counciHor Demedon gave 
20,000 roubles, and a fortnight after 30,000 more. A free . 
serf gave 1000 roubles; the Emperor contributed 1.300,000 
roubles, and the female members of the Imperial family 
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2SrsO0CL The entire ,spin collected from ihe day of the 
dood, the seventh of November, to the twenty-eighth of 
December, namely, in less than two months, (as a first as- 
sistance for the distressed, for the subscription lasted near- 
ly a year,) amounted to 4,229,914 roubles. This may evince 
the riches of Russia, as well as prove the willingness of the 
too frequently maligned natives to do acts of benevolence. 

Floods occur at St. Petersburgh very rapidly, generally 
in a few hours. One evening I rode to a friend in the Sa- 
leerenhof street, (one of those which lie low,) where there 
was yet no trace of water, although I had already observed 
that the river had sensibly risen. When I wished to return 
home, about ten o'clock, the whole street was entirely cov- 
ered with water, which rose above the lower wheels of the 
Droschke, so that to escape a cold, it was necessary to lift 
up one's legs horizontally. From the cellars^ inhabited 
chiefly by small tradesmen, the tenants had emerged, with 
their stock, into the upper stories. Through the small 
openings in those streets which lead into the sewers, the 
water spouted up as from sprinas. It was a dark stormy 
evening. The west wind blew harder and harder, and all 
feared a similar calamity to that of which they had so 
dreadful a remembrance. The number of lanterns upon 
the tower of the Admiralty increased, as a sign that the 
water was still rising, and the alarm-cannons, which every 
quarter of an hour resounded from the fortress, specified 
the same. The next day at noon, the flood sank back t6 
the usual point. 

In the same night, whilst the water was doing so much 
damage, fire broke out in a distant division of the city calK 
ed Moskowa, in a lateral street of the Ismailoff-Prospect, 
which might have been destructive to the whole of that dis- 
trict, (as tne houses are chiefly built of wood,) if the firemen 
had not displayed their usual activity. In every district of 
the city there are several police stations, wherein fire en- 
gines are placed, with high wooden towers, upon the galle- 
ries of which there are two watchmen. So soon as these 
observe a fire break out, they, by the ringing of a bell, ap- 
prize the firemen beneath, who immediately hasten to the 
spot. In whatsoever portion of the city the fire happens to 
be, it is indicated upon the towers alluded to. For every 
district a peculiar set of figures is exhibited, as a kind of 
telegraph ; at night, thia is done by lanterns. Everybody 
of firemen has its distinct time appointed even to a minute, 
by which to reach the place of fire. The whole are organ- 
ised and equipped like a regiment; and have no other oc- 
cnpation besides this. They are exercised every week ; 
sometimes a wooden building of light construction, at some 



48 1^* PtlEBSUmGB^ 

nttle distance from the cHy, is set on fire, in order to in* 
struct the men in the practical service. The mounting of 
the machines is exceltent, and the entire arrangements for 
extinguishing fire appropriate, and indeed elegant Of 
these, the most useful are the fire ladders, which can be 
drawn up with great ease, to the highest story of a house. 
Equally serviceable are the large nets, held extended to 
receive those persons who can only be saved by springing 
down into them. This manoeuvre is constantly practised 
by the firemen in order to gain dexterity; and hitherto, on 
adoptiiig i^ they have always been fortunate enough to save 
the mdividuals without incurring any accident In the se- 
vere frosts of winter, in order to prevent the water from 
freezing, certain preparations are made under the naviga- 
ble reservoir, for receiving hot coals. It is interesting to 
observe at fires the strict regularity with which the subor- 
dinates obey, the orders of their officers, and the death- 
defying intrepidity wherewith these grave, powerfully form- 
ed men dash into the devouring element, fearlessly scram- 
bling along the narrow paths on the tops of the flaming 
houses. Tne Emperor always remembers, after each event 
of this kind, to reward them by some liberal donation. 



CHAP'TER XIIL 

Arrival of the Ftnt Mercbaot Ships In Oronstadt— Ifedente Prices of Ihe Bontbeni 
Fruits— Swift Transition from Winter to Bummer. 

The sun has hardly be^n to increase his power, when 
news arrives from the fortified sea-port, Cronstadt, which, 
deeply set in the ocean, is distant about fourteen miles 
from the metropolis, that the first merchant-ships have ar- 
rived and anchored there. The cargo generally consists 
of fruits from the south— oranges and lemons 5 which, in 
order to secure them from damage by being kept top long 
on hand, are sold at very low prices, ten of the first quality 
(they calculate in Russia always according to decimals) 
usually costing about four pence or five pence. AH the 
fruit-shops, in which strawberries are always displayed — a 
smaU coflfee-cup full fetching in April from 4 to 8 or 10 
shillings— are amply supplied by these strangers from the 
south. Even the bearded Iswoschtschiks and Muschiks, 
(low artisans,) venture to treat themselves on this occa- 
sion, and squander their few copeks, seating themselves 
contentedly upon the pavement in order to enjoy their 
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i«(6hafle— >a kind of sieene which vnm\d trainport the ob- 
server to Italy, were he not forcibly reminded by other cir- 
cmnstancea mat he inhales an atmosphere of sixty degrees, 
north latitude. 

It is peculiarly striking to the stranger to remark how 
swiftly the winter here supersedes the summer. No grad- 
ual transition is at all perceptible. To-day, snow covers 
in thick masses the roofs of the houses, and three days 
hence the trees may be seen to shoot forth their early 
leaves. It would seem as if northern nature galloped^ as 
well as the Russian postillion. 



CHAPTER XIV. 

Promenade in the Park of the Katherinenhof (Catherine Court) at the %>rinf 
Festival on the let of ICay— Armenian Prif^cesses— The Bamojede— The Persian 
BConbi— The parade on the Marafielci— The Tscherkeaaoa Goards— YeracitTof 
the French Joomale— Rossian bravery— Schtscherbina and Owetachkta— The 
RnMrian Officers— lite Navy— The Army. 

In like manner as the arrival of spring is celebrated in 
Vienna, on the first of May, by a general resort to the 
promenade in the Prater, so is it also distinguished at St 
Petersburgh by the procession to the park of the Kather- 
inenhof, a chateau situated contiguous to the city, and close 
to the sea. This festival appears to take place only in 
order to exhibit to the people a succession of splendid new 
equipages, Ui which the great folks drive slowly up and 
down me carriage road, so that for several hom^ two rows 
of vehicles are seen continually moving cdong at a gentle 
pace. The grand procession is headed by we Empress 
and Princesses, who, together with the most distinguished 
ladies of the court, attend this, as well as all other public 
festivals ; the £mperor also, with the Grand Dukes, appears 
on horseback. In the centre of the road, between the two 
lines of equipages, the crowd of pedestrians take their sta- 
tion, and amuse themselves by sporting many an observa- 
tion on the various groups of nobles that pass, as it were, 
in review before them. In sundry other parts of the park 
are to be seen motley parties, comfortably seated^ and ta- 
king refreshments at the hands of numerous confectioners 
and restaurateurs. Costumes of the most picturesque 
Character from ail parts of the empire may be found here 
in abundance. Those instances which struck me most^ 
appertained to certain Armenian princesses, whose attire 
was half oriental, and their head-dress feshioned like a 
5 
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crown, and covered wifli a long white veil. These indi- 
viduals, since the submission of their country to the power 
of Russia, have resided in StPetersburgh, at the Imperial 
Winter Palace, subsisting upon a very liberal allowance 
granted to them by the goyemment I was also much 
amused with a Samafede, a crooked-legged little fellow, 
about three feet and a half in height, wiu^a flat, wrinkled 
face, shaded by black, shaggy hair. His missnapen legs 
were invested in high boots of rou^ undressed reindeer 
skin, and he wore a short scarlet-coloured frock, bound 
across the hips with a bright plated belt Round his neck 
was hung a medal, stamped with the Emperor's portrait. 
I had before seen this man at the new-year's festival held 
at the Winter Palace, and bad heard that he was deputed 
from his people to present some petition to Nicholas, touch- 
ing their state. It was very probably on the occasion of 
his presenting this memorial that he received the medcd 
from his majesty. By his various gesticulations, saltatory 
and otherwise — on me whole far more animated than 
graceful — he seemed highly to enjoy the scene around him ; 
whilst his dwarfish figure was in striking contrast to that 
of a colossal, broad-shouldered, and stern-looking sergeant 
of the guards, who appeared to act the part of ^ideto him. 
When his Imperial Majesty perceived the dimmutive gen- 
tleman, he rode up to him, and conversed with him frankly 
for several minutes. From his puppet-like clapping of 
handSp and other gprotesque actions, it appeared as if the 
dwarf^ was expressing to the Emperor his ecstatic delight 
at the novelties he was witnessing. I must admit, that, be- 
sides this importation from the North Pole, (who probably 
might have been deemed among his own people an Ado- 
nis,) there was another person, and of a totally different , 
class, whom I once saw, whose ugliness possessed abun- 
dant claims to special notice. This was a eunuch belong- 
ing to the harem at Constantinople, with whom, when there, 
in consequence of my curiosity, I fell into a trifling dis- 
pute. 

I likewise observed here, among the crowd, two Persian 
monks, who walked gravely along, clad in their ampler 
sweeping, sombre dresses, surmounted by high pointed 
caps. In answer to sundry inquiries on my parl^ respect- 
ing these men, I was told the following interestmg anec- 
dote. 

At the beginning of April, in 1833, at early dawn of day, 
two singularly dressed figures were found seated beneath 
the portico of the Winter Palace. They were asked by 
several passers by the object of their presence there, but 
did not appear to understand the Russian language, as 
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HbfBf only replied by pronoimcin^ the word " Casar," wbieb 
they did repeatedly. They were, therefore, suffered to re- 
main without further question on the part of the pe<^le, 
who are, in fact, at St Petersburgh, familiarized to the 
sigU of all kinds of strangers. At the hour of eleven, how- 
ever, the Emperor descended his palace steps, in order, as 
. usual, to attend the daily parade. The foreigners, at the 
sight of his Majesty, sank upon their knees, and addressed 
Mm in a language which Nicholas himself did not under- 
stand, but which one of his adjutants (who had been 
through a campaign in Persia, and learnt that language) 
comprehended. He immediately interpreted to the mon- 
arch the following statement 

The strangers said *' that they were Persian monks, who 
had heard of the Czar's renown, and the benignity which 
he had disp]a:)red towards their conquered countrymen. 
Their great wish had been to behold, if only once in their 
life, tiiat great prince. With this object they had left their 
country, and had travelled on foot for months through 
strange lands ; but they now felt rewarded for all their UnL 
Having, by sight of the sovereign, accomplished their pur- 
pose, they contemplated an immediate return. The re- 
membrance of this hour would produce an emotion of de- 
light during the entire remainder of their existence I" 

The Emperor, however, feeling interested by so uncom- 
mon a circumstance, invited the Persians, through his in- 
terpreter, to prolong their stay awhile in the capital; and 
on receiving an assent to his hospitable proposal assigned 
them elegant and commodious apartments iji the palace, 
and appointed an officer to attend on them, and do everv 
thing that was practicable to render the sojourn of such 
unwonted guests agreeable. In the sequel, loaded with 
specimens of Imperial munificence, they were sent back to 
their native country, at the Emperor's expense. 

In the early part of May, a grand parade of the whole 
corps of guards took place in the Marsfeld, which cannot 
be considered among the smallest of plains, as this body 
of men is known to be fifty thousand strong. As early as 
seven^ a. m. the troops began to form, partly upon the 
plain itself, and partly (as is the case witii the artillery) in 
the adjoining streets. At eleven o'clock, the Emperor ap- 
peared, together with his brother the Grand Duke Michael, 
and the heir-apparent, siurounded b^ his staff; he rode 
alone each rank, and was received with a military salute, 
which he acknowledged in the words, *' I thank you, my 
children!" Next approached the Empress and Princesses, 
the younger princes and ladies of the court in open car- 
riages, the group taking their station alongside the canal 
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of the Summer Palace, by which thi^ were di'vided from 
tiie plain. Meantime, the wholtf of the diplomatic corpft 
made their appearance on horseback, and occupied the 

Sromid near tne carriages of the Empress and suite. The 
mperor advanced to his consort whom he greeted, as 
also the foreign ambassadors. — A litlile while previous to 
this review, the French ambassador had intimated that the 
horses of tne Russian cavalnr were but indifferent, whichj 
however, was not the truth, K>r most of the steeds belons^ 
ing to the mards cost no less than 1000 roubles each, 
(nearly £50,) and they cannot be excelled by those of any 
other countiy—- not even by the English. The Emperor 
had, it seems, heard of this statement; and as the magnifi- 
cently-appointed regiments filed past, he turned to the 
Austrian ambassador, and smiling said, '''What think jrou, 
Count Fiquelmontj would my cavalry horses hold out a 
march to Paris 7" Whether the Frenchman, who stood 
close by, felt much delighted at this question (which he 
could not fail to hear) we for the present will not inquire. 
On a sign being given by his majesty, the adjutant gal- 
loped away, and the mass of troops were put into motion. 
In the first place, the infantry filed past, whilst the band of 
each regiment stationed themselves on one side, in the 
vicinity of the Emperor. It was an imposing scene, to ob- 
serve these close and full ranks, composed mostly of truly 
athletic men, march by with so much precision. I was 
more particmarly pleased with the resiment of Pawlows- 
kian guards, which still retains the old-fashioned yellow 
jdated cap. The advanced guard of the cavalry consisted 
of the Circassians, comprising a corps of three hundred 
men. These are natives of the Caucasus, whose country- 
men, however, often as they have submitted themselves to 
Rtissian sway, have nevertheless seized every opportunity 
of breaking loose again into tiieir accustomed wildness, 
and disturbing the Muscovite troops garrisoned in their 
land. 

- The government has, however, now adopted a principle 
by means of which this intractable people are bound to- 
wards it more firmly. Every three years, three hundred of 
these Tscherkessians are sent to St Petersburgh, wheroi 
whilst retaining their national costume and arms, they 
f<»'m a division of the corps of guards. Their stay m the 
capital, both owing to good treannen^ and high pay, (each 
pnvate receiving about £4 per month.) is rendered ex- 
tremely pleasant ; at the expiration of the third year, they 
exchange with new comers, and having returned to their 
mountams, fiiey cannot but relate to their countxymen the 
kind treatment they have received in the metropdia— by 
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which means, a good effect is produced upon the disposition 
of the people towards the Russian Govemment These 
politic measures have, in fact, had the desired result; 
since nothing more has been heard for some years past, 
of their depredating excursions. 

The uniform of these warriors consists of a pointed steel 
helmet, with a long horse's tail drooping therefrom : to the 
under part of the helmet is appended a kind of steel chain, 
which is clasped under the chin^ thus defending the throat 
and neck. Over a short scarlet coat, made in the Polish 
lashion, they wear a smaJl shirt of mail, constructed of 
shining, steel, net-fashioned rings. The arm, from the 
elbow to the hand, and the leg, from the knee down to the 
foot, are protected by steel bands. To these accoutre- 
ments, are added, tight pantaloons, and short laced boots. 
In their girdle are stuck a pair of lone Turkish pistols, and 
a Turkish poniard. On their side hangs a thong, which 
in battle they handle very adroitly, throwing it over the 
head of the enemy. A Turkish sabre, and a long barreUed 
gun, slung across the back, together with two cartouch- 
boxes fixed on the breast, complete their equipment. 

The dexterity of these men is surprising and theyfre 
quently display it before the Emperor and Empress. They 
will, in full gafiop, shoot, either with eun or pistol, through 
a card upon the ground. In a similar way, thev will in 
mid career lift up a piece of money from the earth, hang- 
ing meanwhile under the horse's belly, and then swinging 
themselves with the greatest agility back into the saddle. 
Their chie^ Sultan Ghirei, as well as the people generally, 
are Mahometans. This does not, however, prevent many 
of them from wearing on their breasi^ the cross, although 
it is a symbol forbidden by their religion. 

The Tseherkessians were followed by the Chevaliei 
guards, whose chief is nominally the Empress; then came 
the garde-du-corps, the two cuirassier regiments, the hus- 
sars, and the mounted erenadiera, whose heads were cov- 
ered by helmets crossed with hair-padding, whence a bag 
of red cloth hangs down the back, and has a very showy 
effect To these succeeded the body-guard of cossacks, 
led on by the heir-apparen^ as hettman of all the cossacks ; 
then two other rej^ments of cossacks of the guards, in their 
tasteful, light uniSrms; and behind these came the Tartar 
regiments of guards, resembling the cossacks, in wearing 
short red jacEets, and a head-piece of the same colour, 
nearly approaching to the shape of an oriental gourd. Fol- 
lowing all, came the artillery, consisting of a park of field- 
pieces, which shone brilliantly in the rays of the sun, har- 
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nessed and eqvipped as completely as would have doiis 
honour to any service whatever. 

Modem times have introduced many changes ; formerly 
the cossacks were known only as straggling, roving troop- 
ers, but on this occasion I saw a distinct party of artillery- 
men trot by, composed of these people. The lighter can- 
non were iriven by four horses. We counted eighty pieces 
in the whole park of artilleiy, a number wherewith many 
an army might be fairly satisfied. 

The rear of this body of troops presented a singular ap- 
pearance, being composed of a species of land-ships, ft 
was the corps of pontonniers, who led along large flat boatsu 
mounted upon eight-horsed carriages, for th^ purpose ot 
transporting the troops over rivers. Thus passed eighteen 
ships, each »x forming a line, and followed by other car- 
riages with tiie rafters and boards necessary to form a 
bridge. Twice did the mass of troops file by ; and at three 
o'clock most of the observers became, merely firom gazing, 
as tired as the soldiers fi-om marching. 

Soon after this review in May, 1833, there was given in 
the French papers, and subsequently copied into several 
of the revolutionary journals of South Germany, a most 
curious relation, in substance as follows : namely, that — 
^' A Russian officer of the guards, animated with the idea 
of ridding the world of the Emperor Nicholas, the oppressor 
of liberty, had fired at him on parade with a j^nstol; that 
the shot, however, having missed its mark, the high-spirited 
martyr was immediately cut down by the other officers." 
To contradict this fable is scarcely worth the trouble. I 
was myself present on parade at the time referred to, and 
at about twenbr feet distance from the Emperor, but I nei- 
ther saw nor heard any thine of the French journalist's 
^'pistol shot" The only accident that did occur on that 
occasion was the falling down of an artillery horse ; and it 
certainly requires a very strong imagination to change that 
occurrence into an attempt to assassinate the Emperor of 
Russia. 

It may be here a proper place to communicate some facts 
connected vnth the Russian army. The Russian is natu- 
rally formed to be a warrior ; he possesses a very muscu- 
lar body, defying fatigue, and at the same time extremely 
finable and a^e. His spirit is cheerful, his eye keen and 
penetrating, his coura^ not to be damped, except by death 
alone. At the same time he does not boast at all of deeds 
which, in some instances, might be vaunted in emphatic 
terms. The witty expressions mat frequently emanate firom 
a French grenadier are often echoed throughout his own 
country, and held up as something admirable even by for* 
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dgn Journalists; the heroic deeds of a Russian soldier are^ 
it IS time, acknowledged by his sovereign, but to the stran- 
ger they remain enveloped in darkness. I wiU, however, 
Sere relate, according to the statement of a military officer 
who fought in the Caucasus, a specimen of bravery which 
can hardly fail to excite interest 

Upon the masses of rock that cluster round the Cauca- 
sus a dark December night had fallen ; and dense vapours 
rolled out from the numerous clefts. In the Tartarian vilr 
loge of Tschirctch, which, together with the fortress bear- 
ing the same name in the chanate of Kurrach, is under the 
sway and protection of Russia, there reigned perfect repose 
and tranquillity. The place was defended by a battalion 
of the Apscheronian regiment of grenadiers ; but echo sel- 
dom repeated the challenge of the sentinels from the small 
fortress, or tramp of the Qrebenskian cossacks, when go- 
ing their round. On a sudden, however, musket shots 
were heard in the vicinity ; ana like a tempest, from the 
mountains down rushed the wild Lesghiers to surprise the 
village. A bloody conflict immediately commenced. Eigh- 
ty grenadiers, still wrapt in sleep, were at once cut to pieces ; 
others sank, after bravely defending themselves, beneath 
superior numbers. Some few escaped into the fortress, 
within whose walls they hoped to find protection. 

Ensign Schtscherbina, of the above-mentioned regiment, 
heard trom his quarters the furious shouts of the Lesghiers, 
and the cries of the terrified women and children. Fear* 
lessly he sprane out and having succeeded in gathering 
together some mty of the scattered grenadiers, rushed at 
their head amidst the thickest of the enemy ; and perceiv- 
ing himself to be cut off from the fortress, he hewed out a 
road, sword in hand, with his people, until they reached a 
lofty minaret, in which he took uj^ his position, and deter- 
mined to sell his life dearly. But in order to gain this point 
of forlorn hope, he had to pass over entire piles of the ene- 
my's dead and wounded. • 

The sun at length rose upon the blood-stained village, 
and rendered still more palpable the dreadful situation of 
those gallant bands that were still besieged in the fortress 
and the minaret Upwards of twelve thousand Lesghiers, 
under the command of the piratical and notorious Surchai- 
Chan of Kusukumnik, encircled these places of refuge. As 
the day passed, the firing was, at short intervals^ renewed. 
No shot fired by the small company of the ensign's men 
failed, but at the same time the enemy's balls told disas- 
trously through the numerous crevices, and stretched upon 
the floor of the minaret many a bold Russian. 

The commandant of the fortress, Owetsclikin, meanwhile 
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made several sallies, in order to rescue his fbDow soldiers 
from their danger. "Return, return, brave comrade," 
cried out the heroic ensign ; " spare your men to preserve 
the fortress, for tiiat is more valuable to my country than 
my life. I have devoted myself to death, but I will not fall 
in vain. When all my ammunition is expended, I will close 
with the enemy !" 

At length the mountain robbers, having effected a breach 
in the entrance to the minaret, rushed in, and speedily si- 
lenced the opposition of all whom they first encountered. 
They then mounted the narrow stairs, but were met by 
the eniBfign and the remnant of his comrades. There was 
a trapndoor at the top of the stairs, admitting to the upper 
story of the building. Of this the Russian hero took ad- 
vantage ; and postins himself and his little band right op- 
posite, every hostile nead that successively obtruded itsdf 
through the aperture was cleaved by the Russian sabres. 
The Lesghians perceived^ after awhile, that they were sa- 
crificing their lives in vam, and unable to efiect any thing 
against a resolute enemy, so advantageously postea ; they 
therefore relinquished that form of attack^ and prepared to 
undermine the tower. Without a drop or water to moisten 
the tongue, in the midst of the dead and dying bodies of 
his brave followers, the ensign still undauntedly kept his 
ground, nor was it until the third day that the minaret itself 
— ^not the courage of its defenders — ^gave way. The infiiri- 
ated Lesghiers drew forth the half-crushed body of the 
youthful warrior from beneath the ruins, and with savage 
exultation hamstrung, and mutilated him in various other 
ways, torturing him to death, in fact, before the very eyes 
of his hapless comrades besieged in the fortress. Thus 
perished the heroic Schstcherbina, a victim of heroism ^-~ 
a youth who, by his general character, intellect, and mili- 
tary talents, haa raised and justified the highest hopes. He 
died for his country — and his fate constitutes in the annals 
of the warlike glory of Russia, a noble and striking page. 

Despite, however, of a strong fire of musquetry, the 
Lesghians succeeded in approaching the walls of the small 
fortress of Tschirach^ sprang into the trenches, and still 

Sressed forward. In order to get a good aim at them, the 
Lussians were compelled to lean over the rampart, and 
thus, in manv instances, at the same time, sent forth and 
received back the fatal shot 

Repeated attempts of the enemy to storm the place were 
repelled with great loss to them, but that of the besieged 
also was not trifling ; whilst several bold but useless salUes 
likewise diminished the number of the latter. The officers 
manifested the most elevating examples of courage, fight- 



8T. nTBBSBDBOB. 57 

Ibg the enemy haBd to hand and breast to breast lliey 
au feu except the commandant himself Owetschkin, who 
was severely htirt, and who, with about a hundred men 
(half of them wounded) now alone remained of the whole 
garrison ; and the situation of this remnant became every 
moment more and more appalling. The siege had already 
lasted three days; and the Russians, as before intimated, 
had not a drop of water wherewith to bathe their tongues, 
or wash their wounds. Some ventured to slide down the 
walls and creep to an adjacent well, but only a few of them 
returned, the rest having paid with their lives the attempt 
to succour themselves ana comrades. 

The Lesghiers repeatedly summoned them to capitulate, 
but hitherto they had rejected all overtures with contempt 
They at last appeared to waver in this firm resolution, from 
absolute exhaustion. Owetschkin now turned to his sol- 
diers and thus addressed them: " Comrades ! I have shared 
ftme and toil with you, I received my wounds with you. I 
have idways led you forward, and never saw you fly. Do 
not imbitter the end of my li^ by suffering me to see you 
like cowards, witiiout arms — and all of us, you and myself^ 
in a state of disgraceful slavery. If you wiU shame the 
Russian character, first send a ball through my head, and 
then do what you will. If you can no longer do what duty 
prescribes — ^if you will not Usten to my commands — give 
ear-to myf entreaties. Kill your leader, if you will no longer 
fight against the enemy !" 

Thus s^oke a Russian to Russians. The fiery words 
were received with enthusiasm. All irresolution was ban- 
ished. The soldiers laid their hands upon their swords, 
and swore rather to die than to yield. Carbines and can- 
nons were again fired. Thus the fourth day arrived, and 
the hero, Owetschkin, exhausted through loss of blood, lay 
senseless. A sergeant now again proposed to the soldiers 
to yield : ** We have no further hope, of assistance !" said 
he; *' our ammunition is gone. Thirst, wounds, and fatigue, 
have transformed us into shadows. If we do not now^eld, 
the Lesghiers will in an hour press into the fortress without 
firing a shot We must therefore 3rield, and even our ene- 
mies cannot charge us with having neglected our duty 
Co our Emperor and countty. They promise us either hon- 
ourable captivity or Schtscherbina's fate I" Owetschkin, 
who heard this in his dreaming state, collected all his re- 
maining powers and rose up. He struck the sergeant to 
the ^ound, exclaiming, ^^ Bind this wretch ! He who speaks 
of yielding I will kill with my own hand ! Now carry me 
i the cannons P In order that the artUler3rmen should not 
] ^ picked off whilst loading, before the loop-holes in front 
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of the cannons' boards had been fixed, pwetschkin seized 
the match with a weak hand: ^'Awa^ with the boardi^ 
away with the boards I" cried he, as he nred the gun against 
the enemy. A hundred balls immediately replied, and 
Owetschkin sunk down, struck by two in the side and one 
on the ear. Without a murmur^ most of his brave com- 
rades s£uik down dying beside hmi. 

The Lesghiers were soon re-prepared to storm, and the 
death of the heroic defender or the fortress now seemed 
inevitable, when suddenly Russian bayonets were seen 
glittering in the distance^ and the cossacks of Grebensky 
gaUoped down the precipices of the Caucasus. The Les* 
ghiers fled, and the Russian colours waved over the wound- 
ed heroes. Seventy only were left of the entire battalion, 
and but eight of those remained unwounded.^ The moun- 
taineers usually carry off their dead, vet fifteen hundred 
bodies lay strewed on the field of battle. The emancipa- 
tors formed a portion of the body of troops under General 
Madatow. Tears of joy and admiration, the delight of tiie. 
saviours and of the saved, solemnized the scene. — This 
event took place in 1819. The Emperor Alexander pro- 
moted Owetschkin, who survived, and decorated him with 
the Order of Wladimir. The cross of St. George, which 
was sent to the battalion, found but few remaining to wear 
it Peace be with their ashes, and immortal be their 
names! 

In the course of six months afterwards, Owetschkin, who 
had completely recovered, was again with General Icrwe- 
low and the Caucasian armv, and obtained permission 
firom the commander-in-chief to be allowed to fi^t in the 
foremost ranks at the storming of the fortress Choisrek. 
A superior hand here again protected his life, and the mon- 
arch rewarded him with fresh honours. 

The campaigns of the Russians are in fact rich in exam- 
ples of self-sacrifice ; we wiU now communicate one, which 
occurred during the war in 1807, as it acted powerfully upon 
the minds of the enemy, and even in their eyes elevated the 
chivalric character of the Russian nation. 

The Russian armv under General Benninesen was sta- 
tioned in the vicimtv of Czernow, Strekoczin, and Neu- 
stadt ; and the French occupied the left bank of the Vistula. 
The Russian advanced pos& under the command of Gen- 
eral Baghuf^d, were placedf on the Wkra. The opposed 
forces were constantly skirmishing: and the incessant 
firing disturbed the head-quarters, and interrupted the cav- 
ahy m the exercise of their horses. To put an ctid to this. 
General Baghufwud rode to the advanced post^ caused 
two French officers to be called to the banks of tne riv— | 
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and proposed to them to prohibit on boOi sides all unne- 
cessary firing. It was agreed to, and on taking leave, the 
^neral waved his pocket-handkerchief. The Russian sen- 
tinel close by, thought this a signal to fire, shouldered his 
guiL and shot one of the French officers who had just 
spoken to Baghufwud. An idea may be readily formed of 
the horror and irritation on each side. The French ex- 
claimed against treachery and want of faith ; the Russians, 
feeling the injustice of this charge, could not, nevertheless, 
palliate the act Baghufwud then turned to tiie other 
French officer with these words : — ^^ Do not believe that I 
have violated the laws of humanity ; faithlessness is for- 
eign to the Russian. The event arose from misunderstand- 
ing and precipitation, and not fi*om treachery. By heaven, 
I am innocent of it ; but that you may revenge the death 
of your countryman, I offer myself as a sacrifice. May my 
blood wipe out all suspicion injurious to the honour of the 
Russian character! Firel — I will not quit the spot!" 
General Baghufwud bared his breast, and patiently await- 
ed the shot : a French sharp-shooter approached, present- 
ed his carbine at the general, took aim, hesitated, put down 
his piece, and then turned to his officer, with these words: 
'^I cannot kill the noble soldier; I feel convinced of his 
honesty, and would rather fight with any one who doubts 
his honour P " Give me your hand, fi-iend," said the offi- 
cer to him ; '^ you are a noble fellow." Then turning to 
Baghufwud, " General," said he, " you see what a feeung 
you have produced among us. Live for the fame of your 
country ; the French can esteem noble foes !" This occur- 
rence was speedily known throi^hout the French army, 
and Baghufwud was called the Russian Curtins. When 
Napoleon heard it, he is said to have uttered a very ani- 
mated expression of approbation. 

How strange is the perversity of the age ! We are told 
at school of the inimitable valour of the Greeks and Ro- 
mans, we admire every feature of their national character 
that has been preserved in eloquent description, and yet 
scarce notice deeds to which antiquity would have raised 
monuments. 

The government does much for the scientific education 
of its mture officers, in the several corps of military and 
naval cadets, and in the higher schools of engineers and 
artillery, as well as in the naval institutions and schools of 
pilots. In the Russian empire there are the following mili- 
tary establishments for education: 

The corps of Pages 168 

The first corps of Cadets 697 
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Brought forward .---..------ 805 

The second ditto 702 

The corps of Cadets of the Emperor Paul - 500 
The Moscow corps of Cadets ----- 638 
The Eii\peror Alexander's corps of Cadets - 429 
The Tambow corps of Cadets ----- 102 
The Tula corps of Cadets .-•--- 95 

The regiment of Nobles 897 

The school of Neplujeff in Oreidi>iirg - - - 50 
The superior school of Engineers - - - - 165 

The Artillery school - - - 182^ 

The school of Ensigns and Subalterns of the 

Guards 102 

The Imperial Lyceum in Zarskoiselo - - ^ 50 

4,777 
For the Marine: 

The corps of Marine Cadets 402 

The Cadets of the Pilot department for gene- 
ral service ----------- 300 

The Cadets of the Pilot department of the 
Black Sea -- - 222 

924 

Thus the total number of the Cadets amounts to 5^701 

For the great increase of the corps of land cadets they 
are indebted to General Klinger. who is advantageoushr 
known as a Grerman writer, and who to the time of his 
death, was superintendent of these institutions. The 
teachers are selected for their solid learning^ and for their 
zeal for the welfare of their pupils ; whence it may well be 
expected that the youths, when they quit this institution, 
take with them a good scientific foundation for their future 
course of life. With respect to their subsequent practical 
instruction, tiiis, notwithstanding the assertions of many, 
is not restricted to mere parade and theory, for the last few 
years have given experience to the Russian military, and 
transformed scientifically educated officers into true war- 
riors. The small pay of the officers is a great evil, but is 
less oppressive to those in the line, who are located in 
small garrisons, where their expenses are trifling* In the 
Imperial guard of St Petersburgh, (although they receive 
more,) tiie pay of a lieutenant barely suffices for his regi- 
mentals, which being tasteful, are at that expensive lAetro- 
polis always costly. It is true, the majority of the officers 
of the guards possess property ; and indeed, some of them 
are excessively rich, which admits of their bearing the 
heavy expenses of a residence in the vicinity of tiie court 
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Almost every lieutenant keeps his carriage, and it always 
appeared ludicrous to me to see the officers of the cavalry 
iniardj namely, the Chevalier guard, the body guard, and 
me cuirassiers, arrive at parade in their sledges : each of 
these gentlemen wearing, to prevent his uniform from be- 
ins sofled by the fur of me sled^, a kind of white apron, 
wmch his servant untied upon his quidang the dedge. 

The Russian military adhere strictly to form. When 
the carriage of the Emperor or ^ther of the Grand Dukes, 
or of any superior officer, appears upon the promenade or 
the Newski Prospect, the hats of the lientenants who are 
walking there, which are worn for the sake of comfort lon- 
gitudinally, are immediately turned transversely — for elt- 
quette demands it The lieutenant salutes the passer by, 
letting his cloak drop from the left shoulder, that his rank 
may be seen by his epaulets, and his regiment by the collar 
of his coat— for etiquette demands this also. 

Although I derived much gratification as spectator of a 
naval review at Cronstadt, which the Emperor himself 
conducted, I am too ignorant of that service to give an 
opinion upon it However, recent events have established 
the fame of the navy under Nicholas, who has a strong 
predilection for it, and yearly lavishes lar^ sums upon its 
increase and improvement. Its co-operation at Navarino 
in the campaign of field-marshal Diebitsch against Turkey, 
the investment of Anapa, and the dispersion of the Turks 
from the Black Sea, are advanta^ously known. What 
would by this time have become or the Turkish monarchy 
if a Russian fleet had not anchored in the Bosphorus, in 
1833, and protected Constantinople fi'om the attack of the 
£g3rptian rebel Ibrahim ? 

Recent information thus announces the force of the Rus- 
sian navy, namely, fifty-four ships of the line, thirty-five 
frigates, ten bombships, twenty-two luggers and cutters, 
Gfvy galleys, five hundred gim-boats, five hundred rowing 
boats, and twenty- five fire-ships ; together, eleven hundred 
and ninety-six vessels. The strength of Uie land forces is 
as follows: 

Infantry, including the guards and Chinese corps, 450,000 
Garrisons -----.---.---- 50,000 

Battalions of Invalids - 50,000 

Artillery, including Companies in Garrison - - - 40,000 
Engineers and Mechanics -----.--. 18,000 
Cavalry, with the guards and corps colonized - - 95,000 

Train 10,000 

Cossacks and irregular Cavahy 90,000 

Total 803,000 
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CHAPTER XV. 



Bowrd of Public Inttraction—ITwarow— Learned Bocietie* and Inititnttotia fcr Ifidhi* 
catkm— The Inatitatioii for TMcbing the Oriental Laofoaftfli with thd Ubrary 
•ttaebed~BL Von Adelmif . 

m 

Wb must certainhr devote a small space to a notice of 
that most efficient or all departments of the Russian exe- 
cutive, the board of public instruction. It is, indeed, a 
grand thiuff to hold tiie intellectual enlightenment of an 
entire people at command — ^to have for an object its im- 
provement in science, and art The head of this depart- 
ment is the Minister Uwarow, and tiie Emperor could not 
have selected a more estimable individual to hold the 
office, combining, as he does, both a comprehensive and 
profound mind. Uwarow is a Russian; but the essay 
which, as President of the Academy of Sciences, he re- 
cently delivered in elegant French, "On the station of the 
Poet Gdethe with regard to German authorship," has proved 
how deeply he has penetrated into Foreign literature. 

Uwarow knows, loves, and venerates science, and not 
merely insulated branches of it ; his mind embraces the 
entire range. With this knowledge of the nature of intel- 
lect, and of the means necessary for the improvement of 
mankind, this distinguished individual combines a tran- 
quillity, nrmness, and elevation of character, which pre- 
vents his being disturbed in his enthusiastic exertions. He 
does not labour with narrow-minded ea[otism merely for 
the present^ but his clear-sighted glance pierces into thefts 
ture. The pi:ospect that the fnut he sows will ripen fbr 
another generation, amply rewards his labour in planting 
the seed. 

The learned institutions, and those for instruction, sub- 
ordinate to this board, should they not have been latterly 
increased, are, first : The Imperim Academy of Sciences, 
the Imperial Academy of Arte^ and the Imperial Russian 
Academy. Then" the Universities, together with the coun- 
cils, administrations, and committees attached to them; 
namely, the school committee, the committee of censure, 
and that for the examination of civil officers, as well as the 
pedagogical institutions belonging to each. 

First, the University of Wilna, to which belongs — a. The 
High Church Seminarium— a seminary for teachers and 
organists, and various temporarv offices fbr wills and tes- 
taments, b. The Imperial Mediceu Society at Wilna. c. The 
Committee for conducting the learned memoirs in the cir- 
cle of instruction of Wilna; there is also, within the juris- 
diction of this University, in Cremieniec, the Volhynian 
6 
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Lyoenm. Second, the UniTerrity of Moioow. To this be- 
lonffs, a. The Medical Institotion. b. The Imperial Society 
of Naturalists, c. The Society for Medicine and Physic 
d. The Society for Russian History and Antiquities, e. The 
Society of Mathematicians. /. The Society of the Friends 
of Russian Literature, g. The School of Nobles. Also 
within the jurisdiction of this University is the School for 
the Superior Sciences, founded bv the Privy Counsellor 
Demidow, in Jaroslau. There is m Moskow itself, inde- 
pendent of the University, a Society of Rural Economists, 
and in conjunction therewith, a School of Aericulture, to- 
gether with a Technological Institution. Third, ihe Uni* 
versity of Dorpal, witii the Court of i^ppeal and Revision. 
In its jurisdiction, there are, a. The Courland Societjr for 
Literature and Art^ with a Museum, and Athenaeum. 6. The 
Literanr and Practical Society or Citizens at Riga, and 
c. the Esthnical Society. Fourth, the University of Char* 
kow, with the Society of Sciences. Within its jurisdiction 
are, a. The Lyceum Richelieu in Odessa, b. The Gymna- 
sium for the Higher Sciences at Njeshin, founded by Prince 
Besborodko. with noble funds, and c. a Commercial Gym- 
nasium at Taganrog. Fifth, the University of Casan, with 
the Casan Society of the Friends of National Literature. 
Sixth, the University of St Petersburgh, which possesses 
a noble revenue, and comprises, besides several Gymnasise, 
a Hi^h School and an Economical Society. There are 
likewise in St Petersburgh, a, a Free Society of the Friends 
of glcience. Literature, and Art b. The Society of the 
Friends of the Russian Language, c. The Mineralomcal 
Society of St Petersburgh. d. The St Petersburgh Free 
Society of the Friends of Russian Literatinre; e. The Phar- 
maceutical Society. / The Society for the Formation of 
Schools of Musicu Instruction. 

We must also mention the School for instruction in Ori* 
ental learning, which emanates from the office of the Min- 
ister of Foreign Affairs, and is superintended by the State 
Councillor, M. Von Adelung, who has long been celebrated 
as a learned man. This institution was founded for the 
purpose of instructing young men, at the expense of the 
£mperor, in the Oriental languages— namely, the Arabic, 
Persian, and Turkish— that they may act as interpreters to 
the Russian Embassies in the Easi^ thereby avoiding the 
further use of strangers. It possesses a distinguished 
library in all branches of science, but chiefly in costly 
works relating to the East; and received an important ad- 
dition in the bequest of Halinsky, in the year 1827, of all 
his manuscripts, considered to be worth 100,000 roubles. 
Through the kindness of M. Von Adelung, I saw a costly 
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worie, namely— a eoUectioii of Indian and Persian Paint* 
ing»y which, with respect to drawing and colouring, were 
perfect masterpieces. 

M. Von Aderang possesses a cabinet of coins of the rare- 
est description, which he collected at an enormons ex* 
pense, and is constantly increasing. Formerly occupied 
with the education of the young Qrand Dukes, Nicholas 
and Michael, (the present fiSmperor and his brother^ but 
subsequently caUeo^to the department for Foreign Affairs, 
and conunissioned with the superintendence of the Oriental 
Institution, M. Von Adelune has resided for more than 
forty^ years in St Petersburgh. His house is the rendezvous 
Ibr learned strangers of all countries : and his conversation, 
whatever subjectmay be started, is exceedingly intellectual 
and fiill of sparkling humour. The happiness of his do- 
mestic circumstances was clouded a few years back by 
the death of his eldest son, who, as Secretary of Legation, 
accompanied the Russian Ambassador to Persia, and, to- 
gether with the entire embassy, was there murdered by the 
populace, which caused a declaration of war on the part 
of Russia, and the subsequent mission of a Persian prince 
to St. Petersburgh, who journeyed thither to request par-> 
don of the Emperor for that outrage. 



OHAPTBR XVI. 

Th« Feitivil at P^teilioi; la Jofy, 1883. 

The principal of all the festivals which take place in the 
northern Imperial city throughout the year, is that which 

feahnost annually repeated at Peterhof. InK>rmation from 
'ance that there was a plot fonned for the assassination of 
the Bmperor on this occasion, in 1833, had become dis- 
seminated, and it was generally believed in the city that in 
consequence the festival would not take place. The Em- 
peror however declared, with his characteristic fixed de- 
termination, that the peo]>le should by no means be deprived 
of this pleasure. Activity l>egan to be displayed in the 
dty ; the festival of Peterhof wholly engrossed conversa- 
tion. Whosoever had no conveyance of his own, endeav- 
oured by all means to engage one. Six steamboats, which 
on the day of the festival incessantly plied between the 
city and the villa — distant only four miles, and seated on 
the banks of the lake were wholly oocui^ed by individuals 
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vfao paid five roubles each. Even on the prerioiM day 
pe^le proceeded thither either in carriages, on horseback, 
on root, or in rowing or sailing boats. Venders of aU kinds 
of provisions hastened to the spot; and, acoordine to the 
pohce reports, the number of carriages of every descrip- 
tion which, on the l-13th, July, 1833, were at Peterhof, ex- 
ceeded 30,000. 

Together with some friends, I, alfler previously making a 
good breakfast in the large club-house in the Isaac Square, 
got about two o'clock into a steamboat, which was occu- 
pied by a multitude of people of aU classes. The bell ranff 
— ^the vessels got into moti<»i, and between the palaces of 
the English quay and those which lie on the banks of the 
Wasili-Ostro^ we flew down the broad stream towards 
its estuary. The black streams of smoke which the ship 
left behind it, waved a twenty*four hours farewell to the 
splendid eity. Some few ladies becoming sea-sick bv the 
rolling of the waves of the bay, did not disturb the cheer- 
fulness of the rest of the company. The table in the hand- 
some saloon of the cabin was soon beset by hungry pas- 
sengers, whilst on deck all were smoking and refreshing 
themselves with coffee, &c. After the lapse of about an 
hour and a half we arrived in the road of Peterhof, where 
we found twelve men of war anchored, part of the fleet at 
Cronstadt The landing was slow and tedious, as a pow- 
erful wind dashed the roaming waves against the granite 
shore of the park, which stretches down to the sea. In the 
shady walks of this retreat it cost us some trouble to pene- 
trate through the throng of people which had now over- 
spread them. Afler another half hour thus spent, we 
reached the semicircle of plantations at the foot oi the 
terrace, on which is built the old French-fashioned castle. 
A flight often steps of granite leads up'to the first landing- 
place, which is inlaid with marble slabs, and on which are 
erected the magnificent water-works. The centre is oc- 
cupied by a colossal group of "Hercules and the Nemean 
lion ;" the throat of the latter being torn open by the hero 
in the conflict From the aperture thus made, issues, in- 
stead of b]ood, a noble column of water, ascending forty 
feet in height. On either side of this group stands the full- 
length figure of a gladiator, and from their swords, pointed 
threateningly at each other, proceed streams or water 
gushing in a circular form over the terrace. Tritons and 
other characteristic shapes bubble and shoot forth the wa- 
tery element in the most varied manner on every side. 
All these statues are of golden bronze, and as regards 
workmanship, are complete chefa-Woeuvres, 

In the centre of this first landing-place of the terrace are 

6* 



aoen grottoes, covered with Tarioos shelby dlld hromA 
streams rash from them also, bounding over suceeseiTe 
fdatforms, and forming ornamental cascades. Whether 
these 'achievements of art are viewed from the semicirde 
of the garden beneath, or from the highest point of the 
terrace, across the marble balustrade, the scene haa a 
striking and attractive effect On the other side of the 
castle, the garden, which is principally laid out in an anti- 
quated taste, extends its varied line, so that the entire 
space which belongs to the Peterhof grounds may saiely 
be said to comprise no less than eight or nine miles. 

The crowd had carried us along with it to the front en- 
trance of the castle, where we arrived just as the noble 
ibrm of the Emperor, dressed in a richly emlH'oidered 
scarlet uniform, appeared on the marble steps, accompa- 
nied by Prince Albert of Prussia. His Majesty talked with 
hiiS accustomed a&bility to the company around him. 
The acclamations on his appearance seemed as if they 
would never end ; all eyes were riveted upon the monarch, 
as if their owners were anxious to guard him from the im- 
pending danger. On the face of the Emperor himself not 
the slightest trace of anxietjr was to be seen. Not even 
were tiiere any police visible in the gardens, their absence 
having been particularly directed by his Majesty. Horses 
were led forward, which having been mounted by the Czar 
and his royal brother-in-law, they rode through every part 
of the grounds. 

We took advantage of this concentration of public in- 
terest to walk through the park, which was- abundantly- 
strewed with large and small tents, set up by the Peters- 
burgh restaurateurs, in which every thing might be found 
that was calculated to gratify even tiie palate of the epi- 
cure; whilst from adjacent plantations frequently burst 
forth strains of beautiful music, executed by concealed 
bands. 

Evenhig approaching, it became time to proceed to the 
grand masquerade, which was to be held in the saloon of 
the castle : for which some thousands of tickets had been 
circulated, and which was to be on a simUar scale of mag- 
nificence to that given upon New-Year's day in the Win- 
ter Palace. Enveloped in domuios, which we had brought 
out with us, we joined the gay scene, and promenaded the 
rooms, which were brilliantly decorated and illuminated, 
until the lateness of the hour warned us to depart, — when, 
wrapping ourselves in our warm cloaks, (for evening at 
. St Petersbureh, even after a day of intense heat, is ex- 
tremely cold, J we passed down to the sea-side, which we 
reached just m time to witness the glowuig disk of the sun 
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vanfih JMow tlfe wateiB. This sinrved as a sigMl for 
lighting up the gardens, which was d<Hie inevory pairt 
auDultaneouriy, with almost incredible speed. In fact^ two 
thousand people were engaeed in the affair, so tiiat it will 
be imagined no lone time mtervened ere the full ^ow of 
splendour shone forth. To give a satisfactory description 
of this truly enchanting spectacle is scarce possible. The 
whole of the walks, including those the most secluded and 
narrow, but more particularly the {Mincipal avenues, were 
illuminated in the most varied manner by lights, the names 
whereof represented arabesque figures. All the bridges 
leading across the wide cansd that intersects the garcfen, 
exhibitmg flaming arches, which, reflected in the water, 
produced a fiery lustre. 

We returned bv a circuitous road to the castle, in order 
to gain the top of the terrace. The lower semicircle of the 
garden, which was overlooked fi-om our station, was per- 
fectly resplendent, and the effect received a great enhance- 
ment, owmg to the deepening shades of night, which sank 
upon the forest back'^ound. Right before us lay the tw- 
race, with its numerous water-works, and truly tiie two el^ 
ments — ^fire and water— combined to increase Uie fascina- 
tion. A great number of flaming lamps had been arranged 
underneath the various jets-d'eau, the reflection of which 
sparkled through the dancing liquid in a thousand dif^r- 
ent hues, thus lorming a kino of natural trani^Mirency. 

Sundry groups of people were lying on the. grass at flie 
foot of the terrace; bearded Russians in kaftan and sara^- 
fyn, civilians in fashionable dresses, but enpecially a num- 
ber of country people from the neighbouring Finland vil- 
lages — among whom were many fair-haired, delicate, and 
neat-looking female figures^ decked in their fantastic na- 
tional costume, who gazed m silent wonder on the magic 
scene ; whilst by way of contrast, lively Russians were not 
wanting, who expressed their joy in singing and exclama- 
tions. A friend from Berlin, whom I at this moment ac- 
cidentaUjy met, and who made a point of always finding 
every thing bad that was not of that city, appeared to have 
discov^ea great attraction and interest m a young Fin- 
land maiden, to whom he contrived to communicate his 
admiration — heaven knows in what manner — for it was 
neither Finlandish, Russian, nor German. To my ques- 
tion as to how he relished Peterho^ he replied, " By Jove I 
it is almost as fine as the Elysium at Berlin, ha <— — ." I 
did myself the pleasure not to await the concllision of the 
sentence; and wishing him farewell, and bonne firtunt-miki 
the rustic fair one, I hurried firom mm. 

We now rambled timHuch a part of the gardMi covered 
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With beautiful rose-bushes, which were in fbll bloom. From 
hence also a very beautifiil effect was produced by the^i^ 
iumination, as the lamps were so adroitly concealed, that 
not so much their light itself was distinguished as the re- 
flection of it which diffused a soft brilliancy over the shrubs 
and flowers. After a while, an increasing buzz and move- 
ment along the walks became perceptible, and we foimd it 
to herald the approach of the Imperial court Nicholas and 
his consort appeared in theur carriage, followed by the fami- 
ly and suite. The cortege passed through the garden, 
greeted by loud hurrahs from every part We now has- 
tened to the shore, in order to await the comiM of the 
court; and here a novel spectacle presented itselfT Niffht 
had now completely sunk upon the ocean. The twelve 
line-of-battie ships were illuminated with coloured lamps 
throughout their rigging; indeed they dared from the top- 
mast even to the surface of the water. These fiery-tooking 
vessels appeared as if they hung in mid-air, for darkness 
completely obscured the line that divides the sky from the 
ocean. When the Imperial family arrived on the beach, a 
rocket gave the signal, and from each colossal mass innu- 
merable flashes or fire issued, and spinning over the dark 
waters, rolled forth the thunaers of a general salute of ar- 
tillery. 

On the return of the court to the castle, a grand display 
of fire-works took place, ending with an immense girandole, 
which for several minutes spread a light clear as noonday 
over the magic nocturnal scene. I should observe that nur 
merous Imperial carriages were supplied, during the whole 
night, to convey respectable visiters through the gardens. 

Gradually the fairy-like splendour died away, and at 
length such lamps as still burned cast only a dim lustre, as 
if yielding to the more delicate streaks which began to 
checker the east The gardens, however, were yet enli- 
vened by numerous groups of people. On the grass were 
seen various parties of the lower class, reposing in their 
Emperor's pleasure-grounds, after the entertainment he 
had provided for them. On the other hand, many of the 
superior grades were pressing towards the garden-gates, to 
get on board the several steamboats. We were amongst 
Siose who, at the first rosy peep of day, mounted one of 
the swiftest vessels. In the great cabin, parties were ea* 
gaged either in resuming or continuing to drink coffee, wine, 
or punch; while others displayed strong symptoms of an 
appetite for more substantial utre, which to me, at such an 
hour, seemed somewhat singular. Next to me a new-mar<> 
ried couple had taken their seats. The husband, who was 
Qonsid^ably the senior ef his spouse, very soon sank off 
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Into a deep sleep.* '^ Ja ustal !" (I am tired !) whispered Us 
little wife, scarce twenty years old; and almost before I 
was aware of it, her pretty, but rather pallid face had droop- 
ed upon m^ shoulder. The stupendous metropolis ^oq|i 
manifested itself; ^d as we neared tiie lanaing-pl'ace, 
"Duschinka, fstanem!" (Sweet reposer, wake up!) I ex- 
claimed to my delicate burden. She rubbed her eye9, 
smiled grateAilly upon me, and commenced a most lively 
prattle about what she had seen at the festivaL The old 

gentleman having now also awakenecL and the vessel 
eaving to, we landed, and with the usual <m rewdr! bade 
farewell to each other- 



CHAPTER XVII. 

Departure and Arrival of the Labeek Steamboato ChMtoi'hoiMe RegvlatioBfl and 

Tranaactioq*— Tlie tranaionned TwSAof* 

Twice a month the Lubeck steamboats leave and return 
to St Petersburgh. The voyage from either city takes, in 
good weather, about three days. The departure or arnvai 
of each boat attracts a considerable assemblage of persons 
upon the English quay, where these vessels lie at anchor; 
and families of the first distinction are often present in 
their carriages, either to welcome newly-arrived, pr bid 
farewell to departing friends. Rarely have I fajUed to attend 
on these occasions, when many interesting scenes are pre- 
sented to the eye. Amongst those of the most anmsing 
nature may be classed the examination of new-comers by 
the Custom-house officers. The importation of certain for- 
eign goods is most strictly prohibited : a measure which 
certainly, as regards a trading connexion with other coun- 
tries, is oppressive, but still necessary for Russia herself, 
in order to encourage and protect her native products. 
The Exhibition of Manufactures in the year 1833 has 
proved that goods prepared in Russia, particularly articles 
of luxury, such as Droned and golden wares, silk stuffs, 
watches, dbc, may boldly enter the lists with those made 
either in France or England. Such efforts at progressing 
in these matters canno^ of course, be better stmiuTated on 
the part of government tl^an by prohibiting the importation 
of foreign articles, and thus promoting a speedy sale of 
those made at home. Formerly, when— owing to the poor 
remuneration obtained by Custom-house oflcers— bribery 
was not uncommon, the smuggling system was carried on 



70 ST. PsnnsBCRGH. 

ivith great fecUity ; and at Memel, on tfacT frontiers of Pms- 
sia, as well as on the Austrian borders at Brody, it was 
practised very generally, and by the Jews in a most daring 
manner. Now, however, since M. de Bibikow has been 
placed at the head of the administration as regards foreim 
trade, and the pay of the officers has been considerably 
increased, bribery is become more difficnlt— the rather as, 
exclusive of their heightened salaries, those officers who 
discover instances of fraud, receive a share of the penalty. 
Nevertheless, the pursuit of gain induces many to risk de- 
tection; although the examples become more and more 
rare, from repeated cases of exposure. The commercial 
papers have firequentlv made public, under the head of 
^ Custom-house fraud,'' often indeed in a comic style, the 
details of various schemes of peculation. The following is 
a specimen : — 

A certain French tailor, named Bout^ who had become 
rich in the metropolis by means of his needle, or rather, 
through his shamefulhr exorbitant charges, and who in- 
habited a most magnificent mansion, set out on a journey 
to France, accompanied by his wife and child, the latter 
about nine years old. The whole trio — father, mother, and 
son—presented before their departure from St. Petersburgh 
the spare appearance proverbial to their calling ; and l!i£r. 
Bout^'s figure^ in fact, was so distinguished by this charac-^ 
ter, that a life-guardsman (who strives to compress his 
waist into as smcdl a compass as possible) might have en- 
vied him. After six months' absence, the travellers re- 
turned again by the same boat ; all the officers of which 
were struck by their changed appearance t — no longer at- 
tenuated in shape, they were now portly and broad-chested. 
Those individuals vfno knew M. Bout6 expressed their 
gratification at such a wholesome result of his journey— 
which had seemed to produce a most salutary effect on 
the health of himself, his heir, and his lady, the latter in- 
deed appearing likely soon to make him again a happy 
father. The congratulated taiUeur^ with French politesse, ' 
made his bow of acknowledgment, at the same time un- 
guardedly taking ofi" his hat — when, oh horror ! out of it 
rolled upon the ground various small packets of contra- 
band bijouterie. The officers hereupon politely requested 
the family, who werejust about stepping out of the boat, to 
return to the cabin. The father and ^on, upon a little sera- 
tinyy grew gradually thinner; and it was, in short, soon 
found that they had encumbered themselves with a host of 
forbidden wares. The case proved similar also with the 
lady, who, on being searchea by two officers' wives, was 
pr«tpia<ttre/y ^delivered" of a variety of inanimate arlMea 
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CHAPTER XVIIL 

Snsalaii Ifarrligeft— Bridal Promenade in the Bommer Gaiden OB WhiMloiidv— 

Harried Life of the Higher Bank*. 

Upon the subject of the old Russian weddings, and the 
customs therewith connected, I received some very inter 
esting information from an intimate friend who has resided 
many years in the north, which I will here communicate. 

The retired life led formerly bv Russian females, in a 
particular part of the family dwelung called Terenij (anal- 
ogous to the gynaceum of the ancients,) involved the usage 
that the bridegroom was not permitted to see tiiie bride 

grevious to betrothment, — an Oriental custom, which per- 
aps takes its date from the time of the dommion of the 
Tartars, and was so predominant that the Czar, Iwan Was- 
iljewitsch, replied to a German ambassador, who, in the 
year 1493, came to demand one of his daughters in mar- 
riage for the Margrave, Albert of Baden :— " It is not the 
custom with us Russians to show our daughters to any 
suitor before the match is deiaded !" — The general answer 
of a maiden's father to her suitor was, " That he might in- 
quire among trust-worthy people as to the lady's personal 
accomplishments." 

Although Peter the Great, the most eminent reformer of 
his country, issued, in the year 1700, his command that in 
future the contractors of wedlock should see each othei 
several times before marriage, and themselves aeree to 
their union, he was still ob^ged, in 1724, to pubush an 
Ukase, '' that no father, under the penalty of heavy punish- 
ment, should force his children (or his dependants) to a 
marri^^ agamst their consent" ' 

Now, it is customary in Russian aUiances to manage as 
follows: — Grenerally, without asking tibe children, the pa- 
rents on both sides arrange the aiSair between themselves, 
to which arrangement succeeds the Bridal promenade^ 
whereat, if the young people are not already known to 
each other, thev are conducted, as if accidentaUy, into the 
same walk, and introduced. The father of the young man 
then sends a kind of female confidante, or go-between, 
(very useful on such occasions.) to the father of the bride ; 
and if he declares himself willing, the young couple, the 
parents, relations, bridesmaids, dbc, all meet together, when 
the arrangements, are concluded, and in these the dowry 
is never overlooked. Then follows the betroth^; on which 
occasion the elect pair kneel down upon a fur-skin mat and 
exchange rings, durihg which scene the bride's father holds 
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over the head of the bridegroom a saint's image, and the 
mother holds over the head of the bride *a piece of bread, 
as a sign of abmidance. The bridemaids then sin^ several 
national songi^, appropriate to the ceremcmy, and tne raesta 
are entertained with varions sorts of beverage, daring 
which many a good-humoured joke circulates. The re- 
mark that the wine is bitter and must be made sweet, is al- 
ways consftri]^ as a challenge for the betrothed couple to 
salute each other. The guests then make divers presents 
to the bridal pair; and the bridegroom afterwards takes 
his leave, whilst the companions of the bride sing a song, 
wherein they invite him soon to return. 

Now begins for the lovers, — or rather for the future wed- 
ded pair,— a new life. Every evening until the nuptialSi 
the betrothed husband must visit his intended partner, 
bringii^ her presents of sweet cakes, bon bons, dtc.^ of 
which the l^ussian ladies are extremely fond. The bride- 
maids are generally present at these interviews, and, after 
a fashion mat seems singular enough, accompany the fond 
chitchat with different characteristic songs. On the nuptial 
eve the bride entertains her female friends, and receives 
from the bridegroom a gilt of various articles necessary 
for the toiletfo-table, with a certain sum of money. The 
maiden then retires to the bath, and on her return the 
bridegroom re-appears, is received with. music, and has 
handed to htm the marri^e portion, respecting which| 
however, tiiere are often serious disputes. 

On the wedding^ay, the bridemaids unbraid the ladv's 
hair, and she receives her swain with flowing locks. Aner 
the marriage ceremony, performed accordins to the rites of 
tiie Greek Ufaorch, a dinner is given, — at which usually the 
parents are not present, — and at its conclusion the youns 
couple are conducted in triumphal procession, with vocal 
and instrumental music, to their apartment The old cus- 
tom, of the bride, on the evening of the wedding-day, taking 
off her husband's boots in pledge of obedience, is still re- 
tained, in some parts of the country, as also that of the htta» 
band depositing in one boot a sam of money, and in the 
other a small whip: if the young wife happens to hit first 
upon that contatmi^ the money, she kee;^ it— if not, her 
husban4 gives her two or three light cuts with the whip. 
Hence, no doubt, has arisen the universal opinion abroad, 
that the low-born Rus^an makes known his love for his 
Wifo by the application of chastisement However, I have 
never witnessed anv such tender demonstrations. 

On the day after the wedding, the parents of the hnsband 
g^ve as handsome a dinner as their circumstances will per- 
mit: and now the banqueting continues dmring an entira 
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week, wnich by any but a Russian might be considered 
rather too severe a trial. 

On Whitsunday, in the Peterisburgh sommer-jgarden, a 
grand promdnade both of the elegant and vulvar ifoilid 
takes place, usually called <'theBriaal-promena(fe." In the 
grand walk, a long line of the daughters of Russian trades- 
men are seen marching ^nparocfe, followed by their fathers 
and mothers. The young sons of tradesmen appear in 
long, blue holyday kaftans, and take a survey of the matri- 
monial wares. Should they happen to feel within their 
broad chests any soft emotion, they timidly approach ti» 
love-exciting virgin, and commence a conversattoa with 
her, in which papa and mamma also join, and which is 
usually concluded by ^h early marriage, that is, as soon as 
the priccj namely, the d^bvny, is agreed upon. Many of 
these pale northern b^am^ weigh heavy in the soiMe, and 
a portion of 100,000 roubles is by no means considered a 
great rarity, ^ome few days before this " Bridal-prome- 
nade" — namely, on the Thursday preceding Whitsuntide, 
caled Ssemik^-the Russian girls put into eflbet what is de- 
nominated the prophetic swimming of the bridal- wreath. 
They plait together, namely, wreaths of flowers, flirow 
them into a stream, and fancy tha^ if the wreath swims on 
the surface of the water, they will in the same year ex* 
change their maiden condition Ibr the nuptial state. If 
the wreath sinks, they are of course resigned to wait some 
little time longer for a spouse. 

The matrimonial state of the higher ranks in the princi- 
pal Russian cities was not, some years since, the mo^ 
worthy of praise or imitation. In a great measure, unions 
were formed more^ for convenience than firom affection^ 
and it often happened that the hudbaiid lived in 81 Peters- 
burgh or Moscow, whilst his lady resided In France or 
Italy. Such separations freauently lasted for years—the 
respective parties amusing themselves according to their 
taste and convenience, whust at the same time they carried 
^ on a very agreeable, nay, sometimes an afiectionate cor- 
respondence, as long as they were not foreed to domesti- 
oate with each other. But now the life of the principal 
denizens of the court materially affects every other grade 
of society. The Emperor Nicholas is a tender husband, 
entirely devoted to his consort, and the happy father of a 
family. Such an example in the highest personages of the 
empire has great moral influence upon the upper classes ; 
and-Hit is strange, but no less true — married people, who, 
acccM-ding to the above-described fashion, had lived for 
years many hundreds of miles apart, are re-united at St 
Petersburgh, and become models of conjugal fideli^. 

7 -- 
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CHAPTER XIX 

VlwWarOAM-lNr «t Wdniflit to Bt rM«nbiiiih--TlM HombtolHpdteK oT 

r«ter ttie Great 

Biiou we ck»e this descriptioii, we must make menti<m 
of two buildiiuts, which no one that haa ever seen them 
irtH wadilytoget The first is the War Office, already 
aDoken of at ttie commencement of these payees, ana which 
%nds wposite to the Imperial Winter Palace, It is a 
stmciore, which, whether with respect to ite ^grwiaeiur, 
style. OTthe pleasing impression it makes upon tl^ behold- 
er, tos proba^bJrt few equals. Thewhofebuildmgcoiv. 
slitutes an enormous semicircle, with two wii^ m front, 
throwhont which runs a colonnade. In tlie centre of the 
sem^le, and exactly opposite the splendid pillar of 
Aleaeander, a triumphal arch is erected, and at the apex of 
this bold ardi. which is sixty-eight feet high and fifty-eight 
feet tooad, a fiffure of Victory stands m a chanot with six 
horses. One half of this gigantic building is occupied by 
the Foreign Office, and the Board of Trade. In the other 
hal^ there are innumerable saloons and apartments for sur 
perior military officers, for the organization and superin- 
tendence of we army, and for the completion of the mili- 
tary senrice, together with a series of Chanceilori^ Bo- 
reaos. Archives, Depots of Charts, and Drawings of mihtary 
Surveys oi the Russian Empire. Be^des collections of 
models, speeimttis of every unaginable kind of arms cmt 
instruments of war, and an excellent Library of boc^s 
relative to the Science, there are Lithographic and Prints 
Ing Presees, Studios for draftsmen of charts and plans of 
war, Ac, for mechanics to mode^ and for the execution of 
mechanical and mathematical instruments of metal and 
wood, in aid of the arts of design ; with working-shops for 
smelters, smiths, carpmters, ^. ;— in short, every thingthat 
by anv posslbill^ can have reference to the wants of a uni- 
versal practicid military institution. 

The Inspection of the interior of this building excites as- 
Umishmei^ and admiration, for the eye everjrwhere ob- 
serves the most sgnstematic order, combined with the most 
simple elegance. We will examine but two more apart- 
ments in this building. First, the saloon of the Archives 
of the Russian Army, which stands quite insulated in the 
centre of the buildiiu^ and may well merit being called a 
gigantic effi>rt of architecture. The entire saloon-HMime- 
Jy. the floor, ceiling, waUs. the stairs and steps, the doors, 
window firmmes and window ledges, repositories— in fiic^ 
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^pv«iy tfiiag throiighoiit the entiiv Imlldittft fg of ett^ 
adapted ibr the purpose of securing trem five the impor- 
tant writinflB here contained, and which coald never be 
replaced. This salocm would remain untouched, etea were 
all around to be totally consumed. 

The second masterpiece is the Library, which Is a mar- 
ble saloon in the form of a rotunda, hffhted fiiom above, flie 
cupola of which, as well as the galienes of books, are sap« 
ported by huge pillars. Alexander's colossal marble bust 
stands upon a tasteful pedestal, at one end of tile saloon, la 
a niche, and opposite it is that of Peter the Great A cen« 
tral splendid gas chandelier, which is suspended from the 
cupola, lights the entire space.— Eagles, which seem as if 
njFing from the walls, grasp Jove's bolt in their claws, from 
which gas streams Ibrth. The whole colossal building of 
the War Office is lighted as bright as day, by means of gas, 
and it has a magic effect at twilight, to stand upon the 
place opposite the semicircle, and to observe ahnost aH 
the windows lighted up at once, And tiieir blaase stream- 
ing forth upon tne square. 

It was at the end of June, in 1833, thai I wai retimiinf 
from a visit to a friend who held an appointment in the 
Foreign Office, and was punctually on dufy there. When 
I entered thie place it struck the midnight hour; the last 
g^ow of the sun, already set, fi^mmered upon the horizon, 
and close to it the aurora of morning appeared to da wis. 
It is the enchanting peculiarity of a northern summer, that 
for two weeks it is never enveloped in the mantie of night, 
but merely in the gentle veil of dawn. The day producee 
a heat scarcely to be expected in so high a latitude, which 
has an exhai^ting effect upon all that is animated, and 
night arouses the Imperial city to fresh life. The ouays on 
the transparent Neva, the green-leaved islands oi the ma- 
jestic river, (resembling Armida's enchanted grove,) the 
summer garden, the Newski-Perspective, and aS the other 
walks, are animated, and it is onlv break of day which 
disperses the promenaders. During that midnight hour 
also, so gentie a light prevailed, that i could read, without 
straining my eyes, a letter that I had Just received in the 
Foreign Office, through a courier that had returned from 
Germany. Whilst thus engaged, a very intimate friend of 
mine, the Baron de Stakelbergn, an officer of the guards 
drove up to me in his Droschke. He, who with unwearied 
kindness had been my cicerone in the proud Petropoliik 
now invited me to a nocturnal promenade. We flew pan 
the Winter Palace, along the Russian Quay, strewed with 
paiaces, over the long Troizkoi bridge, and leaving on our 
left hand the granite fbftress washed by ^e waves^ tarwl 



t» Ae OM, wnd «to|iDfld Jn front of a sfcrong hoSmog re- 
•emWng » piftzga. Uncter this is a smaU woodea r«d- 
BttiiiM hottse, wli«re we stepped in. We pas^d from its 
Smimttive portioo into a chamber on the left, of about 
fifteen feet square, and so low that we could touch its ceil- 
ing, bi a earner stood the » Holy Screen," to be fou»<J m 
e^ery. Russian bouse ; it was covered with jewels, gold 
em^oidery, and both natural and artificial flowers. The 
constantrburning lavH) in front of.it, spread an indistinct 
Mght; and an fSi invalid stepped forward to us out of the 
obscurity, " This was his dwelling room, and where he 
took his meals," ^aid the old man, covered with scars and 
orders^ leading us then into a small adjoining apartment 
with but one window. " And here he rested upon his sim- 
ple pallet from his cares and fatigues !" We returned 
aoros» the passage, past a small hearth, and entered ano- 
thia* room about as large as the first we saw. Here, 
continued the guide, "he worked, and received the Ani- 
boBsadora of Forelg» Powaref — It was from this smaU 
building that one of the greatest of men, by means of his 
powerm mind, civilized a whole nation: it was hence that 
he made war or peace, and hence, out of a waste morass, 
the little simple monosyllable "Be" created the proud St. 
Petersburgh, the colossal metropolis of the northern gigan- 

tio empire. 

This small, unpretending hut^ the twenty-feet-long gar- 
den of which is washed by the Ineva, was once the palace 
of Peter the Great A feeling of admiration spread over 
us at the recollection of that sublime ruler. We stepped 
into the garden whence he may frequently have surveyed 
bis new creation. The morning breeze blew coolly over 
tiie crisp waves of the Neva. . In the east, arose the sun, 
spreading, far. and near his brilliant beams. 

A sudden and important mission claiming now my pres- 
ence in the East^ I was forced to make immediate and has- 
ty: preparations for departure, and bidding a long farewell 
ta tile city of. peaces, I proceeded forthwith towards my 
destination, through Walfachia and Moldavia. To a sketch 
of this journey, I will devote the few remaining pages of 
tiie first volume of my travels, which may at the same time 
serve as a pendant to the former portion, devoted to the 
great northern capital. 



WALLACHIA AND MOLDAVIA. 



CHAPTER XX. 

* 

BBch M r i tr- O^jf arty and Wrrtd wd ae w of the PUMirtrywifiliiiiiMniii •! th# 
Bojnupds— Ti» ^paiM of W«itaeU»--«liii|«wo--IUmt»clMik--nM PhIw •£ 
Kualachuk— Hla Hoapltalily— R«me(S7 for the TooOMcbe— Hm VhUut-BmoIi^ 
Departure from Ruatachnk. 

Ok the tw«ntf Hieventii of December, 1831 (fifteenth of 
December^ aocordins; to the old style^ which is the mode of 
computation in Rusna, as well as in Moldavia and Wal- 
lachia,) towards evening, we left the neat, cleanly hotel of 
the hosfntable Vienna landlord Reitperg. at Bucharest, and 
which we can heartBy recommend to an travrilen. The 
road was nearly impassable, and rendered still heavier bv 
a severe frost coming on at the very hour we left the Wal 
lachian metropolis. Instead of two horses, lor which my 
light Russian Britschka was adapted, eight had been bar* 
nessed to it at the post-house at Bucharest Just as many 
steeds had my travelling companion, M. von F., Secretaiy 
to the Russian Embassy at Constantinoi)le,^erewith to 
draw his calash 5 and in spite of tiie abominabte causeway, 
we cut through the mountahis of mud tolerably weft. In 
the summer, the country may present a more agreeable as- 
pect, from the hixuriance of its vegetation, but now it look 
ed teuly dreary. Each of the two pnncipaUties, Moldavia 
as well as Wallachia, comprises about seven hmidred 
square miles ; yet each has but a population of aDO^<»g$ 
hundred thousand, and that in a countty ^*»^«5,.^™ 
soil could weU support three or four millions. Those in 
Germanv who are endowed with the emigratang Drincipi& 
and who sometimes do not find in America what "ley seek, 
would experience a more satisfoctory result did they hither- 
ward dir^t their views. Skilful agrlculturisto wouldhere, 
wSh industry,-a virtue foreign to the WallachLMis,-ea8i- 
hr^at^ competency, or indeed riches. The climate fa in 
«neS mild, as it is protected on the northw* Irom 
fSld Stores by the elevated CarpaWan range o^^^^ 
mountains yield an abundance of wood, wBkhis«rt^^ 
gantly wasted, as in Russia, without heed to fi»Jf^ ™* 
afotie generation will feel. The streeU are toowA w^ 
tt, and in a few years it rote into mud. TttecooMry Imm 
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both large and small rivers, and therefore an abundance of 
luxuriant meadow-land. The wine is good and strong, and 
would be excellent, were its cultivation attended to. Fruit- 
tree;^ forM 0ntlr^ small woods, and douthern Ihjfts woold 
grow in abuhdance, were the trees better protected during 
winter from the cola In Constantinople, Wallachia is con- 
sidered as the granary. A chief production of the country 
is wax and honey, the cultivation of bees appearing to be 
the sole branch to which the ii^abitant^ pay attention. 

Lavish as nature here is in spontaneously presenting its 
riches to those^ who wUi gather them, it holds still others, 
conceded wijhin the bosom of the mountains. Salt, coals, 
and saltpetre await but the industrious hand to emanci- 
pate them from their prison-house. Healthy springs and 
ni^l^a flow forth from the ground. Mining, which would 
^produce inexhaustible booty, is scarcely pursued. The 
gip^es alone, who are very numerous in Wallachia, occu-. 
py thenjselves with searching for gold-dust, which almoat 
every s^eam of the country produces. Nature in eveiV* 
quarter here exhibits a beneficent fertility, while man alone 
displays the most abhorrent idleness. 

The people are of Sclavonic origin, as their lamniaire 
proves, although it half consists of Latin words, whiSh 
doubtless are derived from the period of the Roman do- 
minion formerly established here by Trajan and Hadrian. 
Early history represents the WaUachians as a valiant and 
independent nafion, which, under John von Vielaharduin, 
tang of Wallachia and Bulgaria, was formidable to the 
Franks under Baldwin, in the year 1205j near Adrianople. 
Intern^ dissensions reduced this nation first to the domin- 
ion of the Hungarians, then to that of the Turks, under 
whose protection it now again stands, after the superin- 
tendence of a Russian government had for some yeaw 
raised it from an uncertain state of cultivation It is now 
Mfonnerly. governed by.Hospodars^generaUy Fana- 
riotick.Greekpnnces--who are endowed with the nature 
rnJ^^J'^i/J?/ "^'^®' ^^?*? ** ^^" doubtlessly sink into its. 

^ctI^i/1"^'®®''^''^^'''^^^^ a consequence, of the op^ 
pressions of those pnnces. *^ 

, in the cities poverty is less visible than in the countrv 

whOTe misery exhibits itself in all its terrific nakedS 

A Wallachian vdlage is the nc 'plus ultra of disgustine dirt- 

iness and wretchedness, consisting of hojes dug in the 

•^r ^TS*^^^*^*^ ^ propped-up roof is thrown—covered 
rarely with stoaw, generaUy with turf. I never ventured 
teto a pewanfs dwelling. At the several stages I stormed 

hL«r?J^,l1if?K''H! ^{^l!® ^®^*^*® ^ enter the postog- 
fcous^, (gimeralfy the best house of the village^ the mtl- 



rior of whtoh I therefore knowfirdm personid in^ectioiu 
Tlurough a rough kind , of door, I crept stooping down an* 
Qxcavation c^some feet iato.tlie ground, the floor of which 
was neither paved nor. boarded, but merely hardened by 
stamping,. Above were the rafters of the dwelling, in whioh 
an aperture covered with a pig's bladder represented the 
window. An angle of the space below served for the 
heatth, around which several postillions squatted in the 
manner of the Turks, smoking tobacco^ and warming them* 
mLres by the fire. The smoke endeavoured to find vent at 
the sieve-like roo£ There was no furniture visible. Along 
tiie wall ran a low,, broad wooden stoo^ covered with a 
rush niat, which composed the trinity of bed. table, and 
seat; the postmaster, (as dirty a fellow as his men,) in 
Turkish costume, placed himself with crossed legs here- 
upon, drew writing apparatus from his girdle, with a pen 
Qut from a reed, and scratched his necessary remarks in 
the dirty posting-book. To set provisions in such a vi^ . 
laee, is not only difficult but almost impossible. 

The eatables which I had carried from Tassi were al* 
ready consumed before arriving at Bucharest In a WiaR 
lachiaA village I offered handsome payment to obtain some- 
thing to drive awisiy hunger, but in v&in. Not even a mor- 
sel of bread could the postmaster ^ive me, who recom- 
mended smoking as a means to still my hunger. Tho 
streets,, with liieir clayey soil, were converted, in this win- 
ter season, into unfathomable morasses. I observed a dog 
which nearly swam through the terrific slime, to reach one 
of those excavated habitations ; but he disdained entering, 
and climbed up the roof, preferring the solitude upon the> 
house to the society within it 

The Wallachian is idle, because he knows he could not 
enjoy the fruits of industry, since they would be extorted 
&om him under the name of tithes by fiie Greeks — ^the ten- 
ants of the Boyards — who are the real masters and rulers, 
of the pitiable peasantry. These Greeks, in Wallachia and 
also in Moldavia, are the vilest canaille that exist upon 
God's earth ; and even the Polish Jews, notorious, in their 
native country, are in comparison a higher order of beings. 
The greatest portion of his earnings the poor peasant is 
obliged to give up to his Boyard and the Greek fiirmer, 
and then he has still taxes to pay to the Turkish govern- 
ment Money is only to be round in the hands of the 
Greeks, to tiiem he must apply to receive it, and then sells 
to them his very last possession, under conditions which 
prove truly ruinous. 

This kind of sale is worse than op^i robbery^ as it is 
concealed under, the appearance of a just transaction.. 
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The WflSachlan, tfaerefinre, orefera not to work, tiace te 
receives an eqaal number of blows from his masters, whe- 
ther he be idle or industrious. I witnessed a postmaaler 
seize one of his servants by his hair, and unmarcifallsr 
throwing him upon the ground, Sample upon him, merely 
because he had made some slight omission in hameasinif 
my horses. Mv verbal intercessions were received by the 
wretch with ricucule and mockenr, and he only ceasediU- 
treating his servant when /struck him over the head with 
the iron sheath of my sabre, without caring much if I IdBed 
him. He did not dare resist mc^ as he observed a pistol in 
my left hand, and in figMng with him I might doubfless 
have depended upon the as&tance even of nis servants. 
By bad treatment the character of these peasants is ren- 
dered obstinate and spiteftd towards their cmpresscMrs, and 
they are even often urged to the murder or the latter; in 
which case they fly across the frontier to Turk^ and then 
ioin the robber bands of the Balcan. Thus the Wallachian 
lives at random, careless of the past or of the future, and 
has little of man about him but the shape. Throughout 
Europe nature is probably nowhere more genial or pro- 
ductive than here, but nowhere are moral corrupticn, de> 
eradation, and slavery greater than in Wallachia and in 
Sf oldavia. Under a good prince, anxious for the welfare 
of his people, those countries might enjoy a happy state. 

Bucharest, the metropolis of Wallachia, is the seat of tlie 
Boyards, who most foolishly squander there the money they 
have extracted from their subjects, in gamine, in bribery 
to obtain a high appointment in the divan of the Prince, or 
in the support of a harem of mistresses, dbc. 

The Wallachian families have no idea of much intellec- 
tual cultivation. Since, however, during the last few years, 
the sons of the Boyards have begun to visit the principal 
Qerman cities, and have even matricidated at some of our 
universities, (without strictly attending to the usual stud* 
ies,^ a certain degree of social improvement has been in- 
troduced by them into Bucharest as far as this is practi- 
cable through soir6es and balls. There is no deficiency of 
splendour and Oriental pomp in the Boyard mode of livings 
but this offers a still harsher contrast to the terrific poverty 
of the people. 

A remarkable tribe, widely spread through both princi- 
palities, is that of the gipsies, a class of people furnished 
with natural intellectual abilities and much capacity for art. 
The men are slender, but powerful and well-proportioned 
figures ; their dark complexions and black frizzy hair be- 
speaking their Afirican ori^. The females whilst young are 
handsome, and generally display a very luxuriant contour. 



With their dark akin, tbcgr tore regolar feate^ «ld « 
gentle l^loom is spread upon their ci^ks. In their eyes is 
often a mixture of sensaal glow with intellectual en^mi^ 
asm, and between their lips they present a double row ot 
the most pearly teeth. But these beauties speedily fade, 
being exposed to the influence of an unsettled and irregu* 
Ipr life. The men are chiefly smiths. Between Foktscha- 
ni (the frontier town of Moldavia and Wallachia) and Bu- 
charest, I lost a piece of the previously broken iron joint 
of the wheel of my vehicle. Fearing that the mischief 
would increase, I resolved to have it repaired at the first 
stage, and drove in front of the forge or one of these gip- 
sies, which was in one of the village cottages above de- 
scribed. Two hammers, pincers instead of an anvil, a 
stove, and a very dilapidated bellows, formed the whole 
apparatus ; — but there was no provision of iron. The gip- 
sy went away, and returned in a few minutes with several 
old nails and small pieces of iron, which he had.stolen flrom 
the houses and carts of the village, — where altogether but 
litfle of the metal was to be found ; and these fragments he 
endeavoured to weld together into one. But as this did not 
suflice, he sacrificed one of his hammers, and thus admi- 
rably completed the job. During the time he was at work, 
he tacitly allowed me permission — jealousy is unknown 
among this people— to make court to his wife, who was a 
young woman just escaped from childhood, and whose 
beau^ and form would, without doubt, have surpassed all 
the Preciosa's of the German theatres. The gipsies take 
part in the religious customs of the place in which they re- 
side, without absolutely belonging to any sect. 

On the twenty-eighth of December, towards morning, 
(somewhere about three o'clock,) we arrived at the fron- 
tier town of Giurgewo, which lies on the left bank of the 
Danube, where we alighted at the duarantine Director's, a 
fllendly old Greek to whom we had been recommended, 
from Bucharest, by ttie Russian General von Kisselef, com- 
manding the principalities. My preceding night's dream, 
which had represented to me an Assyrian conflagration, 
had— as is to be seen in every dream book — ^very correct- 
ly prophesied severe cold weather — for as we alighted fi-om 
our vehicles, the snow crackled beneath our feet, and the 
stars shone so brightly and coldly down upon us, that we 
were reminded, in no gentle way, of our northern home. 

In the best chamber of the Tuikish-built house, we found 
a consoling stove fire, and in our host so delightful a com- 
plmion. that we became quite snug and comfortable. AU 
seemea to concur to mark our separation from Christen- 
dom; for, on the opposite side of the Danube, the minarets" 
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of lUirtidiiiic already gfitterad in fbe diirtaa^ TheaMfV 
ment in viuch we were, resembliiig more or less au tho 
Turkish MwrtmentB in wnicli we subsequently lodged, was 
wainscoted withi nut-tree wood, and tumisned on three 
sides with low divans, having cupboards fai the wall ; on 
the fburtii side was a stove — seldom found in Tuiltey— and 
by the side of it an elegant European table, and a pair <^ 
chairs, furniture still more rarely seen in the east 

Immediately after our entranc^ a jdly of stewed fruits, 
and a glass of water, were offered us according to the east- 
em fashion ; and we were subsequently served with long 
Turkish pipes and thick coffee, a delicious beverage, which 
is eagerly drank when one is once accustomed to it When 
day broke, our host quitted us to make arrangements for 
our Journey onwards, as we could not remain here. WW 
had, in the interim, time to admire the arms displayed on 
the walls. Just as we exhibit the jnctures of great men, Ac. ; 
they consisted of beautiful guns, pistols, sabres daggers, 
and cimetets, forming a very threatening row of^ weapons, 
and sumsting matenals for reflection, which we leave to 
the reaSfer to make, according to his own taste. 

Letters were now written to our beloved friends at home, 
to bid them fiurewell, previous to our penetrating into the 
region of Mussulmen. Many a tear may have fiulen upon 
the pages during the writing, though I no longer clearly 
remember it: were it so, however, they would doubtless 1>e 
dried up by the smoking vapour which they would pass 
through on the Russian frontier, it is indeed a prejudice, 
that, m Russia, Turkey is considered as tpAotfy, and Mol- 
davia and Wallachia as but partiaUif attacKed by the 
plague: every thing which comes out of Turkey through 
these adjacent states into the northern gigantic empire^ 
men or letters, is first subjected, at Giurgewo, to a six days', 
and upon the Moldavian and Russian frontiers, to an ad« 
ditional four days' quarantine and funwation. As it is not 
customary in Turkey to travel comfortably in vehicte. 
one is condemned nolen» voUns to become a horseman. I 
consequently sold my vehicle, which had cost me some- 
thing considerable, to the smith at Giurgewo. 

After relishing— -to speak with Reichard in his letters from 
Vienna— a capital dinner, we took a pedestrian tour through 
the ci^, (to go to the ferry of the Danube,) durins which 
we inspected the ruins of the reduced fortress which yield- 
ed to the valour of Russian arms ; and the large mosque, 
which now. in honour of the Emperor, is transrormed into 
a church dedicated to St Nicholas. On arriving at the 
place of quarantine, we spoke through the bars of a win- 
dow to some Russian officers, coming firom Constantino- 
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pie. The place allotted here fbr those oorporaDy suspect- 
ed, is a long building, with a series of apartments, the doors 
of wMeh lead each to a small court, that serves for a place of 
exercise. The fhmitiire is ver^ simple— that is to say, 
each room has a bed of boards like the guard-rooms with 
as, which supplies the purposes of bed, sofii, seat, and ta* 
Ue; yet the superintendent of the quarantine is complying 
enough, for he renders the apartments more comfortable 
to travellers of distinction, sevend of the chambers being 
then prepared to receive M. de Butenie^ the Russian Am* 
bassador to the Porte, who was expected from Constanti- 
nople. In that portion of the wall which encloses the whole 
of the quarantine circuit towards the Danube, there is a 
great arched gatewav^— a remnant of the fortification of 
Qiurgewo— throu^ the lattice-work of which we look 
upon a small square that borders the river. This is a spot 
much frequented by the Turks, who come from the oppo- 
site side with wares, which are received fit>m them with all 
kinds of sanative precautions. Nothing human, however, 
is allowed to pass through the gate without being subjected 
to a six days' detention. 

After we had taken farewell of our friendly host, tiie 
gate opened before us, and we followed our Turkish boat- 
inan, Mustapha, who was ready, with three sailors, to 
convey us in his boat to Rustschuk. The Danube becomes 
here a rm powerful stream, extending about four miles 
serosa ana adorned with four or five green islands, through 
the foliage of which are presented various Uue and red 
painted Wallachian frontier ports. I mentally asked the 
waves, as they passed, what might at that instant be going 
on in dear and lively Vi^uia, but deaf and senseless they 
rolled on. Afier two hours rowing towards five o'clock^ 
namely, about sunset, — according to the Turkish mode of 
computation, about twelve — ^we approached the minareted 
Rustschuk : — 

" It is already dark and late^ 
And from each loftjr minaret 
The Imam's yoiee calls all to prayer." 

I fancied that, in humming to myself this melodv from 
Weber's Oberpn, I greeted most suitably the Turkish soil. 
It is perhaps not known to manv, that that admirable com- 
poser derived the concluding chorus of his first act, from 
the melody of an original Arabian Song, which Qenerid 
Minutoli brought with him on his return from Eg3rpt And 
as if it had b^n previously arranged, at my last stave the 
call of the Imam and Muezzin resounded from the gallery 
of a slender minaret, *' Allah il allah Mahomed resttl 
Qlah r' which invites the faithful Moslem to his evening 
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prayer. We may here reihark that in the largeir tenxj^ 
eaUed Dsehamis, (pla6e of assemb^ for the communitsri) 
there are especial officers, called "Muezzins," whereas ib 
tlie smaller ones, the so-called Meschids, (mosques,) the 
priest, Imam, participates in this duty. There is anotfaci 
dignitary, the Sheikch, (who preaches every Friday,) be 
aides the Imam, the Khatib writer, and the Kahim, over- 
seer of the temple. 

At length, we landed close to the fortifications of Rusts- 
chuk, which, however, according to all appearance are 
insignificant We went to the Qreek Negociant and Com- 
missioner, Weliko, to whom we had been referred in Gi 
m-gewo, and whom we found full of business, squatted 
down cross-legged on the sofa. Conducted into an apart 
ment of his large and beautiful house^ the customary hos 
pitality was repeated, — consisting of the juice of firuits 
pipes of tobacco, and coffee; and upon our entreating bin 
to expedite our departure, he accompanied us himself U 
the Pasha who resides here. Rustschuk is the capital ot 
the Sandjak of the same name, which belongs to the Bjale 
of Bulgaria. It is a place of considerable traffic, extend il^ 
over miich ground, with thirty thousand inhabitants, in 
eluding Ore^s, Armenians, and Jews. Amon^ the latttf 
several spoke German, and begged me in that mnguag» U 
convey a multitude of letters for them to Constanti»<>ple 
I should certainly have done them this kindness. ^^^ not b 
Turk, standing close by, warned me by gestures from it 
I did not learn on what account, yet I followed the advice 
of the Turk, as it is prudent in a foreign country to snbjecl 
One's self to as little that may compromise one as possible. 

We were received at the residence of the Pasha, by his 
interpreter, a young Greek, who spoke fluently French, 
Italian, Greek, Turkish, ana a little German. He had been 
long in Hungary ; ana with florid oratory and self<;om- 
mendation, told us he had participated in various battles 
for the freedom of his country, but was now the humble 
Dragoman of a Turkish Pasha. This is genuine Greek, 
and to one who knows the questionable character of thi^ 
people (probably a consequence of their oppression) it 
presents nothing new. 

In a chamber covered with rich crimson silk drapery, 
and around which low sofas were spread, we found the 
Pasha, a young and very handsome man, about nine and 
twenty years of age, surrounded by a multitude of servants^ 
each of whom had his occupation ; one was pipe-bearer, 
anottier was bearer of the small charcoal chalice whence 
the coal is placed upon the tobacco. For instance, it is a 
characteristic feature, that the Turk never lights his pipe 



bg^^flame of a taper or lamp, but idwiqrs brmtmrn of 
n coa^ or, when upon a journey, bjr a pieee or tinder. A 
third servant presented the coffee-=-the fourth handed his 
lord sweet cakes, of which the Turks are very fond. We 
foundy in short, the Pasha surrounded by all the necessary 
I appendag|es to Turkish comfort. 

He invited us to be seated, and pipes and coffee were 
offered us. These are two such indispensaUe articles in 
Turkish life, that we may here devote a few words to them. 
The Turk is not acquainted with pipes like our own: the 
glimpse of such a one would raise a smile upon his usually 
serious countenance. The bo^ of his pipe is small, of red 
clay, and always of a tastdful form. The tube is very long, 
and made of a kind of cherry tree which grows in Asia, 
but the bark of which has no odour like those known iii 
, Germany, and which come ^m Hungary, and are called 
, Weichselrohre. The greatest omamoit of the pipes is the 
I amber mouthpiece, which are recerved in multitudes from 
I KOnigsberg in Prussia* and are elegantly carved and de- 
I corated with enamelled round knobs. If the Turk wishes 
I to indulge in a very delectable enjoyment, he smokes out 
J of Nargile. This is a leathern tube, several yards in lenetb, 
I and flejcibie as a snak& the one end of which is placed in 
I a glass globe fiiUed with water; above the globe is the 
I pipe-head filled with tobacco, so that the smoke is drawn 
i from the amber mouthpiece throush the water, and there- 
; by cooled, and made more agreeeS)le to the taste. But it 
! requires strong lungs to smoke through this apparatus. 
! In Turkish conee-houses, in which profound silence alwaya 
reigns, even when all the sofas are occupied, it has a 
csunous effect to hear the gurgling tone of the water of four 
or five Nargil6s, and I have often been lulled to sleep by 
this monotonous sound. With respect to coffee, this is 
drd^nk out of very small porcelain cups, like our child's 
toys ; it is taken black, and without sugar, and so thick, 
that to one of these small cups at least two or three tea* 
spoons of coffee are used. Here we never hear of such 
ingredients as chicory, carrot, or whatever the innumera- 
ble additions may be that are used in Germany. 

We sat thus very comfortably, beside our Pasha of 
Rustschuk, in whom we found, what is a great rarity among 
the Turks, a very conversational person, and (if we may 
not, perhaps, attribute it to the interpreter) a man iull of 
spirited observation. As we came from St Petersbuigfa, 
he was anxious to know all about the Emperor Nicho^*** — 
his personal appearance, his mode of life, d(C« ; for its 
be known that he stands in the greatest estimation w 
Turks, through the tr«^ Impe&I geo«r<»tty whi<* . 
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hiUtad towiirdB the besieged. We sattsfied ^ cHrkNMjr 
of our iiost as ^ as possible: for the reminiscence of 
many noble traits of character in the moinarch could not 
he otherwise than agreeable. The Pasha took a liking to 
us from the congenially of our political sentiments, and 
entreated us to give him the opportunity of rendering us 
any service that might lie in bis power. Our wfehes tended 
towards the acceleration of our journey onwards. But as 
it was already late, he counselled us to have patience until 
the fbiiowing day. He begged \is to visit him the next 
morning, and he would ^en arrange every thing for our 
irogress. Not to act in opposition to the command of the 
prophet, instead of wine, punch was served, during t^hich 
our p<^tical conversation ceased, and it turned to other 
subjects ; for instance, hi^ excellency asked us if we had 
no ladies with us ? Upon our assurance that we hadno^ 
he seemed incredulous, fancying that such sensible people 
as ourselves could scarcely have undertaken so long a 
joqrnev without this agreeable appendage. He requested 
us to show him, therefore, our fair companions, adverting 
continually to the word <^ Madame." At last we turned the 
tables, by inquiring about his harem, the treasures <^ 
which he praised hiihiy, but declined favouring us with an 
ocular inspection. We parted for the evening as the best 
friends, and enjoyed upon the Greek sofas of M. Weliko 
our first gentle slumber upon Turkish soil. 

The next morning we repeated our visit to the Pasha, 
but found him in an ill humour, having suffered all night 
from ae toothache. My travelling companion, from being 
hUMelf frequently indisposed, had in his writing desk some 
tnfcng receipts against familiar diseases, and he sent his 
servant speedily home to fetch a little bottle containing 
some remedy-— I know not what—against the toothache, 
which he offered to the Pasha, who derived relief from it 
in a few minutes. His thanks were unbounded, and whilst 
we again indulged with him in tobacco and "Kahfeh," ap- 
peared at his command the " Tatar Baschi," the chief of 
the so-called Tatars, who are,'however. merely armed cou- 
riers, forwarding despatches through tne country, and ac- 
companyine travellers by wajr of protection. We bargained 
for eleven norses, seven of which were engaged by my 
travelling companion, myself, and two servants, the Tatar, 
and the two postillions, called " Dschiurdschi's 5" the four 
others carried our baggage from Rustschuk to Constanti- 
nople I—thus, for one hundred and ten Turkish leagues, or 
about three hundred and fifty miles, we were to pay eieW- 
lour ducats— for which sum, however, the Tatar was to 
•apply us with provisions during the whole journey. The 
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Paaba, who viu; comcenn^ for opr saMf , ivbidd not Miten 
to our passing^ the Balcan at Bhumla, (where the pass was 
least difficulty) arrobberies and assassinatioiis had occurred 
there, committed bjr the Albanese, but recommended us to 
go by Tirnowa^ which, although more inconvenient, was 
much more safe. 

After we had purchased saddlery and arms to the amount 
of eight hundred piastres, (there are forty-eight to the 
Dutch ducat ; at a distance from the capital, the ducat, how- 
ever, is worth but from thirtyrsiz to thirty-eight piastres,) 
and received a firman from the Pasha, we commenced our 
expedition towards sunset— Our Tartar Hassan, a Turk 
six feet high, and about fiftjr years of ase, ejaculating ^ Al- 
lah grant us a prosperous journey !" His dress consisted of 
a jacket, ornamented with gold; a blue embroidered under 
waistcoat ; red pantaloons, inconsistently large as far as 
the knee, where they dwindled to the size of the leg, deco- 
rated likewise with gold lace, and stiff boots, coming as 
high as the calf, and under them stockings of woollen stu£^ 
also embroidered with variegated lace, which in ridinff 
rose high up the leg, but at other times were drawn beneath 
the boot His arms consisted of two long pistols, and a 
cimeter, which depended from a broad girdle encompass- 
ing the body, a crooked sword, and a large carbine hang- 
ing over the shoulders. . A long leather case, was attached 
to the saddle, as the holsters with us, in which the peaceful 
long pipe was. contained. We were all more or less simi- 
larly armed, and no one was deficient in the pipe. Turk- 
ish boots and stockings, and the high red Greek cap with 
blue silk tassels, around which a shawl was wound, shaping 
the head-dress mto a kind of turban, transformed us half 
into Turks, whilst the remaining half, invested in greatcoat, 
manue, and inexpressibles, remained European. 

It froze severely, the deeper night advanced. The want 
of being accustomed to ride upon a Turkish saddle, which 
has a large rest before and behind,, and is flumished with 
huge square 8tiiTiq)s. whereon the foot rests as upon a 
board, induced us at nrst, on the ascent by which we quitted 
Rustschuk, to go slowly. , But we soon became used to it, 
'and trotted gayly along in the bright moonshine. The 
horses, which are reareain the Sandjak of Rustschuk, and 
* are chiefly employed for the light cavalry of the army, are 
excellent fiverv species of fatigue is easy to them, and 
they traversed the high rocks as secureQr as the even 
roads, which latter, in this nor^em portion of Turkey, are 
excellent This race of horses is called "Beli-Ormani," 
under which name they are sought for and celebrated 
throughout the whole country. 
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kiioimfor c^rtiiin that the Suton Settm t^^ Swnd,in tiie 
▼ear 1568, found the remaiiis of an old road here, and from 
tbem re-S)nstructed a new one, which also is now worn 
<mt, and often broken np for the space of ten or twenty 
feet This evil, and the sudden approach of darkness, in- 
duced our postillions to light their variegated piled-paper 
limtmis, which beuig peculiarly made, can be flattened to- 
gether or extended, according to convemence of carnage. 
A couple of long sticks, cut from a tree, are used wherewith 
to hold them apart After we had been thus lighted on for 
the space of an hour along this neck-breaking road, (which 
has since been transformed into a chaussee, then project- 
eoT) the Dschurdschi felt induced to seek a nearer and 
mvore convenient path across the country, and struck off 
td the left from the rut-worn imperial road. Had our 
guides been Christians, they would have adhered careftilly 
TO the Bible and the rigJU-hsLnd way, which conducts to 
good— the left leading to " howling and gnashing of teeth," 
as was verified in this instance by a storm which passed 
howling over the country^ and quickly extingi}ished our 
lanterns. With these vamshed our last hopes of speedy 
extraction. We nevertheless galloped throughout the dark 
night, in the very teeth of the tempest, over moor and 
mound, until stopped by a river — which whether it was the 
Arda or the Tundsia, I could not learn ; it flows, however, 
into the Maritza. — ^Here we might exclaim, " thus far, and 
no fartiier !" The postillions had erred. With ears applied 
to the ground, they listened for the barking of dogs at 
some a^acent village ; but all was stUL save the fearful 
night-song of the unremitting storm. We now held a con- 
sultation, and resolved to send one of our postillh>ns across 
the river, to ford it as he could, ride or swim, whilst we 
posted ourselves behind a smallearthen wall, (which scan- 
tily protected us from the raging tempest,) and there 
awaited the result of his expedition. On the horizon was 
observed the reflection of several fires, but they were in- 
nocuous conflagrations. On the preceding night, indeed, 
we had already seen sundry caravans of travelJers'resting 
around huge fires in the open country — no uninteresting 
object for a painter. The sky, traversed by heavy masses 
of cloud, had admitted but occasional glimpses of the moon, 
which rendered still more visible groups of reposing ca- 
mels or buffaloes, white-covered cars, heaped-up bales of 
merchandise, and armed Moslems smoking their pipes and 
squatting around the firiendly blaze, whicn glared wildly 
upon the whole scene ; — a splashing fountain, and the wind 
s^^hing among tiie tops of tne trees, being tiie only audible 
sounds amid the stillness of night Our painters, who go 



1^ nro)eetlBg upwards, a itmnd woodfth or' tin plate is 
plax^, with l^e food ujwn it Indeed, practice i$ requir- 
atle to convey the food from ^e dish to the mouth, but time 
teaches every thine, and soonest of all the way to eat 
Our repast, which from its being in the middle of the night, 
we did not know how to denominate-*whether a dinner, 
brealcfast or supper — included, besides the roasted fowl, 
a dish or pilaa, which consistai of dried rice cooked in a 
little fat, then some kibabs, (small pieces of mutton, about 
ten of which are placed on a wooden skewer, and roasted,) 
and cheese-cakes ; to which were added, as dessert, figs, 
dates, and grapes ; besides good native wine, as much as 
we pleased. I have always enjoyed my meals at St Peters- 
bur^h, where, as in Paris, the art of cooking has attained 
perfection; but I must admit that this Turlash repast was 
exceedingly delicious; I cannot believe that our hard ride 
alone furnished the true sauce, for the same dishes after- 
wards afforded us as much satisfaction at Constantinople. 
The Hebe who now waited on us was a young Bulgarian 
female, — one of the most perfect beauties I ever saw. 

The Bulgarians — a Sclavonic tribe — are a worthy race ; 
they are hot wasters of time like their co-religionists, the 
Greeks, but industrious, attached to their faith, and ex- 
ceedingly hospitable, as we had everywhere, from our 
reception in that country, an opportunihr of observing. 
The quiet sul)jection which expresses itself in their whofe 
bearing, scarcely allows one to imagine with how strong a 
hand they curbed the weak but proud Byzantines or that 
Constantinople once trembled before them. The battle of 
Varna, which imposed the Turkish yoke upon the east of 
Europe, made slaves also of the Bulgarians. By the recent 
contest at the same place,^e Russians have restored the 
name of Varna to honour in Christian estimation, and 
wiped out, with rattier a smart stroke, the Turkish deed ^ 
arms of former days. 

A Bulgarian pcEisant's cottage is usually occupied by a 
whole family, the head of which, generally a graybearaed 
venerable man, guides his collective descendants with the 
gentleness of a patriarch. We felt quite comfortable, sit- 
ing around the brightly blazing fire, in familiar con versa* 
tion with our host; the men smoking their, pipes, and the 
women and maidens spinning cotton and' wool, from which 
they manufacture excellent stuffs. Their language, which 
resembles the Russian, gave us an opportunity of entering 
into conversation with them, whence we learnt that they 
are mildly treated by their masters, the Turks, as they are 
the only industrious agriculturists in Turkey, and, there- 
fore, a useful people. They are very fond of singing and 
8* 



his sf»ed. Mnclhi titele is nraa&y displAjr^ fa seleetiiig an 
agreeable spot, shadecl by trees, close to the road side, as 
the site of these springs, which are adorned with pious sen- 
tences from the Koran*. Ah iron, or perhaps an earthen 
vessel, is always to be found in a small niche buHt over 
the spouting tuoe. A few large stones, as seats, are placed 
around it. 

The Balcan, a large chain of mountains^ divides Turkey 
into two tolerably equal halves, as the Alps form the sepa< 
ration between central and southern Europe. The north- 
ern bases of thes6 mountains — ^forming the valley of the 
Danube — are naturally cooler than the southern, and cov? 
ered with large forests, among which are doubtless many 
aboriginal tracts. The trees consist of fir, beech, and oak ; 
ini "^e open plains, the vine, com, and maize are cultivated. 
The interior of the Balcan has been little explored, and but 
a few accurate measurements of elevations have been un- 
^tertaken. which were accomplished by Russian officers 
during tne war. The loftiest point— that by which we 
passed — is at least 9000 feet high. 

The entrance to the Balcan is exceedingly romantic. On 
the left, close to the road, and surrounded by cypressea 
and plantains,, is an elegant fountain ; on the rigb^ at the 
distance of about three quarters of a mile, a pleasant vil- 
lage nestles in a hollow, at the foot of the mountain. We 
toae over a high-arched bridge, beneath which, a loud 
rushing stream descended from the mountain heights. A* 
narrow ravine, bordered on each side by precipitous and 
almost overhanging rocks, forms the pass which leads into, 
these motmtains, and which Jiow received us. We ascend* 
c^ rapidly upon a paved road, undei* the shade of oaks 
and other large trees, by the side of a valley lying on the. 
teft which gradually sank deeper and deeper, forming the 
bed of the torrent Small caravans of horses, laden with 
iron, the produce of the interior of these hills, animated 
the scene. The noonday sun shone down warmly upon- 
BS, and after constantly ascendine for four hours, we 
reached Tirhowa,the^ real metropolis of Bulgaria. The 
earliest royal residence was Sophia, the seat of the Bulga- 
rian kings, whose tombs are still to be found there in a 
good state of preservation. 

Timowa is fastened to the rocks like a swallow^ nest, 
ttid built in the form of terraces, and where the low wall» 
on the lefl admitted an open view of the narrow road, run- 
ning parallel beneath us, it appeared to descend into an 
abyss. A great chan, in which we procured fresh horses, 
hospitably received us, and satisfied our appetites, strength- 
ened by the sharp air. As we wished to take advantage 
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of the ranaiiiingr dajrli^t, we broke up aiRi&t an hour and 
a hadf 8 rest To the native of the west who is accustomed 
to a gradual decrease of light, the suddenness of the chan- 
ffes here from day to night necessarily appear singular. 
The very moment of. sunset ejctinguishes its slightest re- 
flection, and dark night envelops all around, before her 
approach is even anticipated. Thus it happened with us — . 
at a moment, too, when we were ascending precipitately 
the second region of the mountains, a dangerous situation.' 
U is true there is a road b^aeath, which wmds through the 
glens, and along which a vehicle, with even broken wheels, 
ipight be dragged ; but there is a much nearer one for bold 
horsemen, (as our Tatar may possibly have coniudered ua 
to be,) which ascends by tiie acclivity of the rock, contig- 
uous to fearful abysses, and over loose stones. This path 
bckig rarely two yards across, one horse follows the other. 
In many spots, the sure-footed animals pass over fathom^ 
less chasms, scarcely a foot wide. Without the moon,, 
wlHch served us as a friendly lantern. I much doubt whether 
I should have ventured to. advance nirther. 

We at length reached a -spot where the road became ex* 
ceedin^ narrow, and made a bend round a sharp cntg^ 
lying on the right; whilst on the left, a most terrific abyss 
yawned. Here we made a halt, and the Tatar drew a 
pistol from his bdt Had he not, an hour before, offered 
nie his pipe, with the wcnrds "EffendL tschimbuki!" and 
thus, in Turkish fashion, sealed friendship with me, I should 
have been rather alarmed, and apprehended an attempt at 
assassination. Altbou^ I instinctively clutched my own 
weapon of defence, baAeath my mantle, I yet remained 
qui^ and after Hassan had fired twice in the air, received 
tiie following explanation. There was no possibility, it 
appeared, of two horses, and especially, of two loaded 
ones, traversing this narrow path abreast In case, there- 
fore, that, around the comer, a caravan had happened to 
be entering upon the pass, tne reports — as we could not 
see each other — were a signal to them, tiiat other travellensi 
occupied it j and in case the road was already occupied 
by thern^ pifttol shots would have replied to us. But asL 
after waiting some time, we heard no answer, we proceeded 
onward. 

The last opera I had seen in St Petersburgh was Weber's 
Fr^schutz: — ^the now surrounding scene reminded me for- 
cibly of the woirs glen, with all its mystery and horror. I 
gazed down the fathomless abyss, into which at intervals 
the moon, covered occasionally by tempestuous clouds, 
east an uncertain light-^and whence the rustling noise of 
the mountain-torrent but faintiy ascended to us, whilst the 
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large trees below reibmbled small shrubs. The fiuitastic 
figures alone of the wolPs glen were wanting to gpive a spec* . 
tral life to the scene. Suddenly a perpendicular white co- 
kunn of vapour, apparently about me height of twelve feet, 
wni se^i moving slowly from the north to the south, occa* 
Bionally leaning over, as if the trees interrupted it, and then 
again progressmg slowly in tiie same dhrection. Seven of 
ihese apparitions succeeded each other, at short spaces; 
all disappearing in the windings of the valley. Our Tatar 
Hassan, whom we closely questioned about it, merely an* 
aWered, *' Allah kerimT' (God is merciful!) we could ob- 
tain nothing more from him. The weather during the whole 
of this night was cold, but clear; scattered clouds alone 
acudding over the azure heaven. I leave it to meteorolo- 
glints to e9i3ound this phenomenon. 

It was about two o'clock in the morning when we arrived 
at the village of Gablowa, seated high m the mountains. 
close to a torrent which made many fedls. It is inhabited 
wholly by Bulgarian Christian iron^miths. The red flames 
of the lumace shone through every door, and the blows of 
hammers resounded in every quarter. It was really an 
establishment of Cyclops. Had noble Vulcan known Gab- 
Iowa during his earthly existence, he would have pitched 
his residence here, for the place is sternly inviting. In the 
chan of the village we enjoyed several hours' repose, which 
we required after our severe ride, and we again started, af- 
ter tanng coffee, at daybreak. 

The weather had now changed : it was become milder, 
and rained slightiy. For the distance of five miles our path 
was similar to that of the preceding nigh^ and then the 
third region of the mountain commenced — that of snow, 
which here in summer only melts in August making room 
fcT more that speedilv follows ; but in cold, seasons it re- 
mains constantiy on the ground throughout the year. The 
vegetation is scanty, beine confined to small spots, free 
from the snow. Oases in the snowy waste were covered 
with green moss, and here and there we saw solitary pines 
and oaks. When, after arriving af the summit of a moun- 
tain, we thought we should descend, although this actuaDv 
took place, we found it was only soon to mount a still 
hi^er point 

A cold wind, which fortunately blew onlv at our backs, 
arose, and changed the rain into snow and hail. The re- 
aUy ^eat <Mfficiuties of the way increased my admiration 
of the energy and perseverance of Russian soldiers. If not 
upon tills road, yet upon very similar ones, along which 
the solitary horseman even has much difiiculty to proceed, 
DieMtsch, fighting both against nature and vanant enemies, 
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had eowageoasly conducted a whole aranr. with hotMa' 

and artillery, inspired by the confidence or nis Emperor, t 
To whoever knows the Balcan from personal inspection, 
Napoleon's passage of the St Bernard most appear less 
arduous, although painted by his contemporaries in such 
showy colours. 

From time to time we met with solitary little huts, always 
empty, and built for the purpose of protecting men and 
imimws from any sudden storm, cut off as they are here 
from all human aid. Too anxious to complete our Jour- 
AJey, we made no use of these places of refuge, but bade 
defiance to wind'^nd weather. 

On the last day of the year 1833,. about ten o'clock before 
noon— consequently after having continued twenty-four 
hours ascending— we attained the highest summit of the 
Balcan. The view from hence presents innumerable moun- 
tain peaks, some covered witn snow, and others with a 
dark-green verdure. On tiie north is observed the ^adual 
declension of the countir towards the Danube, whilst, on 
the south, a plain spreads, covered with small towns and 
villages, which, from their great distance, resemble little 
heaps or stonesL collected together by children. Still fur- 
ther south, the plain is bordered by another mountain chain, 
running southeast which is also a branch of the Balcan. 
One stands upon this mountain-peak as upon an island sur- 
rounded by towering petrified gigantic waves. 

We now precipitately descended a road which, firomthe 
dispersed blocks of rock, took a zigzag direction. I was 
the last of our small caravan ; the Turks riding in advances 
in their extraordinary costume, and who now disappeared 
behind a rock, and then again came into sight, anorded a 
highly romantic picture ; for the East to me, as it may pr«>» 
bably be also to other n6rth countrymen, was a sort of fan- 
tastic tale from the Arabian Nights. The road had become 
slippery, owing to the rain and snow ; but our horses never 
once made aialse step, which is the more remarkable, as 
they were shod witii plates of iron havins only a hole in 
the centre^ and not as with us, with horse-shoes presenting 
a point of^ resistance. Wherever, from the declivity aM 
shpperyness of the path, there was no sure footing, our 
cautious animals shd forward for twenty or thirty paces 
gentiy, without danger. A small caravan of five horses, 
whicn we met, belonging to a Frank, closely enveloped in 
his mantie, had to contend most laboriously with the steep- 
ness of the road and the boisterous storm. 

After our horses had trotted and slid along for the space 
of a couple of hours, we ajrrived on the first elevated table- 
land to the south of the Balcan. Here the province of 
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In the first village, Shipka, they made difficulties in receive 
ing us, from what cause I do not exactly know, as our re'- 
ca>ticm throughout Turkey had been hitherto most hospi* 
table. From the animated conversation of our Tatar with 
two obstinate Turks, armed to the very teeth, I thought I 
could make out by the little that I understoodf of the Ian* 
guage, that excuses were seemingly proffered for' the want 
of a Chan ih the village, which struck me to be singular, an 
it appeared both extensive and opulent. In order to avoid 
useless dispute — though in the end our firman would ne- 
cessarily have opened the door to us — we watered our 
horses at a fountain, and then trotted on ajB^in to Casanlik, 
a tolerable town, where we expected to md good accom- 
modation and fresh horses, and which we reached towards 
evening. 

A large and very convenient chan hospitably received 
us. Such a chan generally consists of a <iuadrangle of 
buildings, in the middle of which is a court At one side 
is the entrance, an arched gateway ; contiguous to this a 
coliee-house is erected, in the front of which, opposite the 
court, there is a row of raised benches which in fine wea- 
ther are covered with cushions, and serve as a place of re 
pose lor coffee-drinkers. In front of the secona side of the 
Duilding— throughout its whole length — there is a covered 
colonnade, which contains six or eight small rooms sepa 
rated from each other, and the doors of which all open ihtc 
the corridor. Each of these apartments destined for trav 
^ers has a stove, and along the walls low sofas, upon which 
the night may be passed very a^eeablv ; the two remain* 
ing sides of the chan are used as stables for horses ; the 
baggage of travellers remains all night in the corridor op- 
posite the apartments, in perfect security, for there is not 
the least fear of losing the smallest trifle. 

Upon requesting cattle here, to resume our joumejr^ we 
learnt that the Russian ambassador had just'^arrived from 
Constantinople, and had ordered forty horses for himself and 
bis suite, so that we found we must wait patiently till morn* 
ing before they would be able to supply us. Our journey 
demanded expedition, and therefore this delay was disa* 
ereeable ; but for my part—although I did not express it — 
I was not unwilling to rest some hours, afler the fatigues ot 
the Balcan journey. We took advantage of the same op- 
portunity to pay our respects to M. de Sutenief, and found 
on our return to the chan a dozen bottles of the finest otto 
of roses, which is made here of the first quality, whence it 
is circulated throughout the whole of Turkey, and which 
the Bey of Casanlik had sent us as a present We sought 
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our ocmctosi aad soqh laiUng aiideep^ an ng rofaWp ^mmh 
bore me back to my distant Some. Arouna me flitted past, 
in a splendid saloon, numerous dancing couples, c^ebra* 
ting tbe eve of St Silvester : midnight ai^roaohed, and the 
cones of the champaign bottles &w around. All hailed 
in exuberant joy the new year, with its yet concealed plea^ 
sures and pains. — It was towards midnight that I was awa^ 
kened, but not by rejoicing friends. The new year 1 found 
had rushed forward, here, Upon the wings of a tempestuous 
storm, heedless of doors and windows. It seemed as if 
Turkey was about to be swept from the face of the universe. 
The wind extinguished the half-exhausted fire in the stove^ 
and filled the room with smoke. Our whole cavalcade was 
aroused and collected together. Hassan, the Tatar, re- 
peated his '^ Allah kerim P and referred us to the spectral 
ngm*es which we had observed the preceding night in the 
valley, indicating that that point of the Balcan was an ac- 
cursed place, something like the Blocksberg of the Frei* 
schutz— ^* It is true," said he, ," Allah reigns above, but be- 
sides him there is another wno has brewed this storm, and 
sent it forth upon the land !" — Having concluded his speech 
with his usual " Allah kerim I" he resumed his slumber, and 
we speedily followed the example. A cheerful morning 
succeeded to this boisterous night, and with the first dawn 
we mounted fresh horses, and resumed our journey. In 
four hours, we changed norses again, at the little town,. 
Eski Zagra. This was the smallest posting place on the 
whole route. 

Since we had arrived on the southern side of the Balcaa 
the climate had suddenly changed. A warmer air sur- 
rounded us. The whole of European Turkey, from the 
southern declivities of the Haemus, lies in a delightful cli- 
mate, which can display all the charms of the tropics as 
well as the vigour ol the higher latitudes, without suffering 
their disagreeable effects. A renovating healthy breeze, 
unencumbered by miasma, eddies over this favoured land* 
Let not the plague be objected ; it has here no- permanent 
dwellinff) for it is not the fault of the country itself but of 
its inhabitants, that this disease still rages on the snores of 
the Bosphorus. Even already in January, Epring sends, 
forth its harbingers in some fine days, which, however, are 
again chased away by a harsh north wind, until, in Febru- 
ary, she makes her entry in perfect splendour. In the vil- 
lage of Tschilimati^ where we arrived at nocm, we took our 
dinner in fi-ont of the door of the cofiee-house, beneath the 
warm sun; and, stretched at our ease upon a spread car- 
pe^reatljr enjoyed it. , 

We again reached the mountains towards evening, by 
9 
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an excellent road^ afier traversing a {feasant plain. It was 

a beautiful moonlight night; ana the ride along the moun- 
tain road, beside me torrent — which, rushing through the 
ravine, put a number of mills in motion — was quite roman- 
tic. Further on, we turned aside from this ravine, and got 
deeper into the heart of the hills. Midnight was cold, and 
we longed for something to warm and comfort us. It was 
not to be hoped that we should reach any village before 
morning. We were, therefore, quite rejoiced to meet, on 
the summit of a height with a Derwend or watchhouse, a 
curious building enough, in which, after a careful search, 
I could not find the least trace of a nail, it consisting whol- 
ly of trunks of trees, neatly fitted together. The ground 
noor formed the stable : a ladder took us up to a bal- 
cony, composed of branches of timber, whence a door led 
to the upper story. This consisted of a square space, in 
one corner of which was a small fireplace. The floor, also 
formed of rough timbers, was covered with a rush mat A 
carpet, near the fireplace, was the only kind of couch visible. 

The occupiers of this little dwelflng were two Tm*kish 
soldiers, of the irregular troops somewhat analogous to the 
Russian Mountain-cossacks, who are placed here to pro- 
tect traveUers in case of the attack of robbers, and relieved 
evei^ month. There are several of these Derwends strew- 
ed about the mountains, although we fell in with this one 
oiily. The two soldiers respectfiiUy invited us to drink a 
cup of " Kahfeh." and it may readily be supposed that we 
cGd not decline tne ofier. In return, we were almost literally 
obliged to force a few piastres upon them. Thus somewhat 
reinvigorated, in about half an hour we proceeded onward. 

Towards morning, we gradually descended firom the 
heights, and soon found ourselves in a beautiful valley, 
about a quarter of a league broad, which was agreeably 
planted with trees and shrubs. A narrow stream, rolling 
over pebbles, serpentined through it; and as the path ran 
in a straight line, we crossed this rivulet no less than eight 
times during the day. The road was not very Uvely : we 
met only two Tatars, who came as couriers from Constan- 
tinople ; and a party of Turks, (to judge from their clotli- 
ing, equipment, arms, &c. persons of consequence,) who 
were coursing with several couple of beautiful greyhounds, 
which appeared to me less adapted to this broken country 
than to a plain. Turkey is rich in such game as stags, deer, 
hares, and wild boars ; and its superauity herein is the 
greater, owing to the Turks being too fond of their com- 
forts to pursue the chase v^th energy and enthusiasm. 

Although we rode the whole day throu^ a country ad- 
mirably suited for cultivation, we yet met with but two vfl- 
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sea-|^ BsvlnttL she offered him, as an introductory present 
a basket roll ofnowers. His highness graciously accepted 
the gift from the hands of the charming donor^ out was im- 
mematdy bitten it th^ finger by a smaH poisonous asp^ 
that concealed itself among tlie leaves : and thus the com- 
mander of the faithful 4ieaa miserable death. It is from 
this maiden, whom fate selected as the instrument of its 
unieUterable will, that the tower has obtained its cognomen. 

M. v<Mi Hammer, the celebrated Orientalist, who knows 
Constantinople better, both internally and externally, than 
most natives themselves, relates, however, another tradi- 
tion whence it is said this tower received its name. 

Three hundred years before the celebrated Spanish Cid, 
an Arabian hero called Sid^ achieved here, on the Bospho- 
rus. deeds no less iw^orthvlhan those of his namesake — ixor 
til, in the year 739, he fell in the battle against the Byzan- 
tines. Now, it had been prophesied to a certain Greek 
ruler, that ^eat evils threatened his daughter from ser- 
pents; on which account he shut her up in this tower, to 
protect her from mischief. The warrior Sid, who loved 
the princess, kept up a constant correspondence with his 
charmer, notwithstanding her imprisonment by means of 
pi^ons, and at length he succeeded in visiting her in dis- 
gmse. Having affectionately presented her with a basket 
of flowers, a serpent darted therefrom, and bit the beautiful 
bosom of the princess. But the Sid as instantly sucked the 
poison from uie wound-^for which heroic deed, the father of 
the lady rewarded him with her hand. Thus was fate still 
fulfiUea, but, at the sakne time, grief was transformed into 
joy. — I shall not hazard an opinion, whether M. von Ham- 
mer, or my old boatman, (descended from the Emirs,) who 
told me the first tale, is right 

An opportunity here offers, of giving an explanatory word 
as to the Emirs above alluded to, which name is supposed, 
in Europe, to be borne only by distinguished and powerfiu 
individuals. Such however is not the case. The Emirs 
are descendants of All, the spouse of Fatima. daughter of 
Aisch§, Mahomet's favourite wife. Now as tne tiue is in- 
herited by all these descendants, both on the maternal and 
paternal side, they form no inconsiderable portion of the 
jcoinmunity, and comprise not only persons of distinction, but 
even boatmen, porters, postillions, &c. Their marie of dis- 
tinction, is a green riband passed round the turban. The 
Sultan, although, like most of the Ottoman princes, not de- 
scended from the race of the prophet, usuaJly wears the 
Emir turban, when he roams through the Imperial cihr in- 
cognito. 

We alighted at Scutari, the ancient Chrysopolis,— which, 
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although only a suburb of Constantinople, contains two 
Uimdred thousand ^inhabitants ; the chief street, Mdth its 
multitade of booths, presented an animated scene, ascend- 
ing as it does graddally from the sea. At this moment, a 
division of Turkish soldiers marched into the main-guard 
house with their noisy music. The band executea indth 
great effect the moi|t recent compositions of Bellini and 
other Italian maestrL The present chief superintendent of 
the Turkish military music is Donizetti, a brother of the 
celebrated composer of that name. The musicians them- 
selves are generally young men of from fifteen to eighteen 
^ years of age : they are admirably well practised ; one in- 
dividual, whose instrument was the keyed trumpet, pleased 
me especially; in fact, he would do honour to any European 
band. 

Among the various reforms which the Sultan has intro- 
duced throughout the Empire, since theextermination of 
the terrific body of the Janisaries, is that by which the an- 
cient grotesque Turkish military equipments have been ab- 
rogated. The army is in fact now altogether European- 
ized. The late fi'equent appearance of military men, sent 
on the part of the Prussian government for the adoption 
of diplomatic relations, and adjustment of political difier- 
ences, has induced the' Sultan to select the colour of tlie 
Prussian uniform — namely, dark blue and red-r-as most 
agreeable. The Turkish uniform accordingly, both of 
cavalry and infantry, consists of blue cossack pantaloons, 
with a red stripe, and a round blue jacket, with a red col- 
lar : all that remains oriental is the red fez — a high cap, with 
a blue silk tassel. The officers wear blue coats, embroi- 
dered with lace, which have also a red collar : on the left 
side of the breast is a small metal star, which distinguishes 
the rank. Thus the corporals and sergeants have oronze 
stars ; the lieutenants and captains, stars of enamelled gold ; 
the majors similar ones, but larger, and those of the colo- 
nels are set with diamonds, and hangfrom the shoulder, by 
gold chains, upon the breast The omcers of the stafi* have, 
1 addition, full gold epaulets. The girdle for the cartouche 
and sabre is white in the infantry, and black in the cavahry. 
The artillery wear on parade, instead of the fezy a black 
satin cap, with a yellow brass plate, upon which a cannon 
is represented. * 

Although strict discipline has been introduced into the 
Turkish army by means of the numerous foreign officers in 
that servics^ it yet struck me as singular that the ranks are 
not arranged by sizes ; but great and little men stand to- 

fsther promiscuously ; — ^the rules by which thgr are placed 
am unacquainted with. The examination of the officers 
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of the artiUery— (the examiners are chiefly French officers) 
-—is more severe than might be expected. Not long since^ 
a case occurred wherein a German officer, (now captain 
of artillery in another country,) who wished to enter the 
Turkish service in that department, could not pass his ex- 
amihation.'! should add, that it is no longer necessary in 
these cases to become converts to the Mahomedan faitL 

In the city I hired a Turk, with two horses, in order to 
make an excursion to the neighbouring mountain Burgurlu. 
After riding through several streets, we turned on the ri^t 
to the great churchyard close to the city, which, from its 
many dark and hi^h cypresses, resembles a sacred grove^ 
and is strewed with an innumerable quantity of monu- 
ments. The stones are square, and placed upright, and up- 
on each is inscribed the name of the deceased, togetlier 
with some short sentence generally taken firom the Koran — 
for instance, " Life is short" — " All vanishes" — " To-day /, 
to-morrow thou.^^ These inscriptions are however some* 
times loneer, and then they display the poetical tempera- 
ment of tne orientalists. As specimens die following may 
serve: 

As duly as spring retained to the green pastures, were sweetened to me 
the pleasures of life. In spring, pass onward, fiieoud, and contemplate the 
green grass sprouting from my grave. 

Death awaits all men. 

All kingdoms decay ; 

He only, the Eternal, 

Neither time nor death will overcome. 

On the grave-stone of a maiden : 

A sweet nightingale appeared on the earth ; she flew over grove, mea- 
dow, and fountain ; wandered with pleasure over the wide palace of tho 
world, and then disappeared like a butterfly, without a burden. 

. The following presents a further proof of Turkish philos* 
ophy: 

A fool I was ; 

As a fool I lived; 

As a fool I was bom : — 

I have neither won nor lost ! 

At the top of each stone, a turban cut in marble is placed ; 
and by its form the rank of the deceased ma^ be recog- 
nised. The graves themselves resemble luxunint flower- 
beds, so that a Turkish churchyard has an exceedingly 
pleasant eflfect, and in fine weather is constantly firequented 
by the natives, who either slowly walk along the side of the 
graves, or sit close to those which are dear to them, smok- 
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injir .tiieir oipes ia serious contemplation. In the vann siqt- 

shiiie of tms day^ which charmed away yesterday's cold, 
there was much company visiting the graves ; this particu- 
lar churchyard is indeed in especial favour with the Turks, 
who anxiously desire to be buried here raUier than on the 
European side— whence, according to an ancient tradition, 
they will be some day chased awayby a Northern fair race^ 
and probably pven tneir graves not resppctjsd. 



CHAPTER XXIV. 

Bains of a BeruiUo— BeaotilU Profpect— Torkitb Luncheon— The Toildeh Admi* 
nl's Bhip~Tne Sophia Voeqtie— llie Seraglio— The SabUme Porte—Atteiitioo 
of the TurkB-rThe lacOgQant Ennwh. 

Our road lay past the ruins of a Seraglio of the period 
of Sultan Murad, which is situated dose to the sea, and 
commands a beautiful prospect of Constantinople, lying op* 
posite to the very, front of the imperial Ser^igiio, ftncT the 
Seven Towers. 

We now turned to the left, leaving on the other side Kar 
di-Keui, at the extremity of the Cape of Calcedonia; and 
passing through a, delicious plain aaomed bv several taste- 
ful kiosks, we arrived at the toot of the toleraldy high moun- 
tain of Burgurlu, if^hich we conveniently ascended on horse- 
back. An ind^ribably beaotifid view is enjoyed from 
hence, extending ft>r a considerable distance over two quar- 
ters of the world, and two seas; ror, besides the adjacent 
sea of Marmora, the distant Euxine is observable. The 
coasts of Asia Minor, the Prince Islands, Scutari ; Con- 
stantinople itself richly decorated with its noble harbour; 
the Top-hana, Pejra, Saint Demetrius, the Bosphorus with 
its charming Asiatic and European coasts l-^a luxuriant 
landscape, m fauctf it is--sprink]ed too with villages and 
villas. So rich a picture lies at the feet of the beholder, that 
his eye can scarcely compass all its beauties. I do not 
know Lisbon; I have heard and read much of its attract 
tions: but I do know that this view from Mount Burgurlu 
surpasses any at Naples. 

On our ride bac)c to the Bosphorus we touched at the 
village of Begler-Bey, and when arrived at Scutari, a sharp 
appetite induced me to go into a Turkish restaurateur's, as 
I was not to dine before nve, at the Russian Consul's. Some 
kibabs, and a couple of dozen of ojrsters, which come quite 
fresh from the Bosphqms, and areo£Gmd for salein every 
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street at a most moderate price, formed my Imicheon, after 
which a caique conveyed me back across the stream to 
Top-hana. I there met Hall Pasha, son-in-law of the present. 
Sultan, and chief of the artillery— a distinguished, active 
inan, who is daily observed to be in busy occupation. He 
was on horseback, accompanied by a suite on foot of at 
least thirty men, who ran by his side, and comprehended, 
(as does me suite of every Turkish Grandee,) nis coffee- 
maker, his pipe-bearer, the preparer of sherbet, and other 
holders of courtly employment Fatigued by the various 
impressions which all this novels made upon me, I return- 
ed to my hoteL 

My next trip bore me to Constantinople; the passage is 
from the same part of the Top-hana, whence, uninterrupt- 
edly, a human swarm takes boat for all parts of Stamboul. 
I always contemplated with the same degree of interest the 
before-mentioned beautiful golden fountain, with its in- 
scriptions, and the contiguous mosque of Ksdidsch Pasha, 
which adorn the place as much as the barracks of the 
artillery and the foundry. Our watery path across the 
harbour led us past the Turkish AdmiraPs flag-ship, which 
lay quietiy at anchor, and on the deck of which, we ob- 
served only some marines ; not, indeed, with lighted 
matches, but with lighted pipes, close to the touch-holes of 
the cannons. The Turk cannot quit his pipe even when 
on guard ; and a soldier has always his long Tschimbuki- 
pipe hanging close to his sabre. 

Opposite the Top-hana we alighted at the place of land- 
ing, the gardener's door — Baghdsche Kapu ; — and I then 
elhnbed, without a guide, as I nad iHreviously marked the 
direction of the minarets of St Sophia, up the narrow Di- 
van street to the triangular spots whereat some of the great- 
est wonders of Constantinople are visible : — namely, on the - 
left, the so-called Sublime Porte, which leads to tiie Serag- 
lio, and on the right, the celebrated Aja Sophia. In the 
centre of the place, the beautiful fountain decorated with 

gold, and which was built by Sultan Achmet the Third, 
urls up its waters. As the ambassador (to whom I 

was indebted for numerous kindnesses during my stay in 
the Turkish capital) had i>romised to furnish me with an 
opportunity of seeing the inside of the Sophia mosque, I 
satisfied myself at present with viewing its exterior, which 
does not produce a very agreeable impression, although 
one in some degree allied to sublimity. A. low wall sur- 
rounds the colossal temple, and encloses also an ante-court 
decorated with flowers, fountains, and cypresses. True, 
sundry earthquakes (particularly that which took place in 
the reign of the Emperor Justmian) have worked much 
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ntitehief in tlids wall ; and heavy buttresses alone preserve, 
it from falling. The chief dome rises from a whole heap 
of pilasters, small cupolas, and otiier ornaments; and the 
entire edifice is exceeded in size only by St. Peter's of 
Rome. Its elevation is on the whole majestic, whils^ around . 
it, the four slender and very high minarets tend to increase, 
the colossal effect of the main building. The dingy look- 
ing exterior of the walls (a colour pamted by time) suits 
the character of this venerable architecture. 

It is to be remarked that this temple forms one of the 
fourteen imperial Dcheamy's which have each more than 
one minaret Of Mes2jid's, with one minaret alone, there 
are above three hundred in Constantinople and its environs. 

I now made an essay to penetrate as far as possible into 
the Seraglio, without the protection of a Turk. Twenty 
years ago such an unauthorized attempt on the part of a 
Giaour (Christian dog) would perhaps have been punished, . 
by the guard of the Seraglio, with a blow of his sabre ; 
now, however — trusting to Turkish advances in civiliza- 
tion — I harboured no fear. A fresh leaf of my tablets — 
wherein I had already made a hasty sketch of the temi^e 
just viewed — was drawn forth, and I speedily sketched the 
Sublime Porte also, which now, thanks to innovating en- 
lightenment, was deficient of its customary ornament; 
namelv, the heads of political offenders, which used to be 
placed upon silver dishes in the two side niches of the door, 
with a tablet whereupon &eir crime was specified. Every 
Turk wishes, at least in his heart, that the head of the old 
intriguer, Mehmed Ali Pasha, of Egjrpt, might come here 
on a visit to the Sublime Porte. 

In an architectural point of view, this door, and indeed 
the entire walls which surround the Seraglio, and which 
are furnished with many towers, are distinguisned by their 
heaviness. The interior of the Porte is decorated with 
arabesque, painted in firesco. In that part where, in Chris- 
tian countnes, the arms of the lord of the domain are 
placed, we here find the name of the Sultan : over the 
Sublime Porte it is in gilt letters, two feet high. The Sul- 
tan, by the by, is celebrated amongst his subjects as a dis- 
tinguished caUigrapher. 

As no gu£U*cr exhibited himself at the Sublime Porte, I 
stepped boldly through, and arrived at a square paved 
large court, the buildings of which, however, exhibited no 
very grand aspect^ On the rieht side is the Hospital for 
the inhabitants of , the Seraguo, ,close to which are the 

Siard-rooms of the soldiers. The building^n the left is 
e Arsenal, formerly the church of St Irene, built by Con- 
stantine the Great, in which it is said there is a collection 



of atident Ronian war machines, as weB as arms of the 
Crusaders under Godfrey of Boulogne. Contiguous to the 
Arsenal, is the Mint and the noble Treasury. In the first 
such wretched money is coined, that the second has be- 
come one of the richest of Europe. It is in this court, as I 
leanit, unfortunately at a later period, that the large stone 
mortar is kept, in which the Sultan, when not wholly pleased 
With his Mufti, causes him to be pounded — ^as he may not 
shed the venerable blood of the spiritual superior of the 
Turkish Empire, and consequently cannot behead him. 
Opposite the Sublime Porte, which the Turks call Baba- 
Humajim, lies the Orta-Capou. the ^ate leading to the 
second court, which, with its lignt architecture and tasteful 
painting, gives a more pleasing impression. Under this 
gateway stand, on the right, doors leading to the rooms of 
thesolmers on guard ; and on the left to those of their offi- 
cers— of the Capoudjl-Baschy. Upon benches in the inte- 
rior of the Porte many of the infantry were squatted, smok- 
ing tobacco— one of whom, rather an old man, possessed a 
peculiar physiognomy. When I wished to press forward 
into the Seraglio, — I begged some Atesch for my Tschim- 
buki. A hot coal was on the instant politely placed upon 
my pipe, which I in the true Turkish spirit carried with me 
during all my excursions both within and beyond the city. 
I was now compelled to sit down. After a cup of coffee 
had been presented to me, our conversation commenced, 
in a mixture of Turkish. Russian, and Italian. The Turks 
are very inquisitive, ana I was consequently obliged to un- 
dergo a complete examination ; the replies whereto, how- 
ever, I must admit, were not all strictly veracious. Indeed, 
mere curiosity scarcely deserves scrupulous gratification. 
There, as well as during my whole journey mrough Tur- 
key, I found — ^in spite of the rhodomontades of French and 
English newspapers — ^that they are friendly and grateful 
towards the Russians, and one may fuhy calculate upon 
the most polite attention, if to the question " Ne digarlu 
sin?" (whence are you?) your reply is "Ben Moskof!'* 
(I am a Russian;) an answer which is, I suspect, often 
gven from prudence, even when sinning against truth. 
The Turkish soldiers asked me how this and that pleased 
me in Stamboul; whereupon, I did not hesitate to exclaim 
with the highest delight, "e— «/ |)e*^e— tl/":/Beautifiil, 
very beautiful H which much pleased the Moslems, who 
considered me mstantly as a Frank of consummate taste. . 
This was just the thing; and I now advanced the modest 
request, "Whether I might not enter the second court?" 
"That is not generally permitted," was the reply, "but 
you shall form an exception." The old soldier, mentioned 
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ab<yve, Ji)roposed to Accompany me, aiid to ^xpkdh the 
Ihost remancable objects. 

This second court, somewhat larger than &e first^ is a 
model of Turkish taste in gardens : gushing fountains and 
kiosks, were there— with small baths and flower-beds; then 
a beautiful dark alley of cypresses, which takes an ob- 
lique direction to the left, to the entrance of the proper 
abode of the Sultan. A view is commanded from hence 
over the lower buildings on the right; and in the back- 
ground, green tree-tops arise, with points of kiosks, needle- 
shaped minarets, and cupolas of mosques. 

All this presents a strange and certainly a beautiftd mix- 
ture, which interests and charms the western European 
most highly : in me it excited a strong desire that I could 
look down out of an air-balloon upon so striking a combi- 
nation of the grotesque, the splendid, and the simple. 

My old guide led me down the cypress-alley, as far as 
the much-celebrated Divafi, the true seat of the Turkish 
government; upon which building there is a small tower 
covered with lead, and upon the apex of it, a large golden 
fltohere. I would willingly have got into the interior, but 
this was desiring too much — and with many entreaties, and 
polite forms of speech, I induced my soldier to assist me 
to climb up, so that I might look through one of thewin- 
dows, which I had observed somewhat high'JErbm the 

f round, and thus examine a portion of the interior splen- 
our or the Seraglio. 

The walls were of marble, ornamented with richly gilt 
carvings ; in the back-^ound of the saloon, over a some- 
jvhat raised pillow, which is the seat of the grand vizier, I 
observed a golden lattice, behind which^ fonneriy, the Sul- 
tan used to sit during the audience of f(»reign ambassa- 
dors. But now this is difierent, and he exmbits liimself 
freely and unconcealed to strangers. My eyes had not 
dwelt more than a minute upon this splendid scene, when 
I heard a noise behind me, and in the same instant, my 
old Turkish auxiliary receded from underneath, and I 
alighted on the ground upon my legs. I observed my sol- 
dier hastening back to the guard-room ; the blow which I 
had heard, having proceeded from the application of a 
cane to his back. The possessor of this instrument of pun- 
ishment was, to appearance^ a richly clothed. male Turk, 
but he saluted me with a shnll female voice ; from isolated 
words, and violent gestures, I learnt that I was reproached 
for my curiosily. 

It at last appeared evident that my expostulator was a 
black eunuch of high rank. He had an ugly negro physi- 
ognomy, with colossal cheek-b(mes, a misshapen belly 
11 
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hani^ng down iH>on the thighs, ill-formed contorted legs 

and feet arms so long tiiat the monster could pick up a 
coin witnout stoopinj^, and in addition a harsh discordant 
voice. The whole rormed a perfect caricature. I gave 
myself all possible trouble to explain to this gentleman, 
that the curiosi^ excited fay so much splendour well mer- 
ited pardon in a Frank. The black was somewhat mod^ 
rated by my gentle words, and his reproaches by degrees 
.subsided into a low-voiced growl. We had in the interim 
commenced our return ; and on arriving at the gate, this 
officer of the harem seated himself and entered into a dis- 
course with me, which bore all the character of Turkish 
inquisitiveness. To his honour, I must add, that he distrib- 
uted alms meanwhile, to several begging boys; whether 
ostentatiously — as before the giaour — I will not decide. 
SpeedilVj a beautiful white Arabian steed was brought, 
upon which, after two grooms had assisted him to mount, 
he left tiie Seraglio, veiy servilely greeted by all the Turks 
present Several of these eunuchs, whom I saw, were 
treated by the populace with the same respect, whence it 
might be concluded, that they are in general estimation. 
All had most beautiful horses, far more interesting to me 
than their riders. But even when they came from the in- 
ner courts of the Seraglio, they only mounted their horses 
at the gate Orta-Kapu, as no one but the Sultan dares ride 
into the second court 



CHAPTER XXV. 

The Bauir— Tarkish Mercbantt— The Jews and Armeiiiane— Multitude of Dogs 
in Conatantlnople— Ball given by the Franks— Variety of Clunctera. 

Upon my return to the haven, I fell in with the bazaar, 
which seems to form an entire division of the city, and con- 
sists of many labyrinthine passages; at least, it was difficult 
for me, after having wandered about for more than half an 
hour, to find my way out again. The booths of which the 
allevs are formed are divided with great order— so that in 
each series, wares of only one and the same kind are to 
be met with. I was chiefly interested in the beautiful maga- 
zines of arms and pipes ; but how difficult— in fac^ how 
impossible — would it be for a European lady to tear her- 
self away from the exhibition of shawls I With respect to 
solid elegance in this article, the Palais Royal of Paris is 
here infinitely surpassed. Cloths of the most beautifiil and 
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softest texture, almost dazzle the eye with their brilliancy of 
colours; and a speculator upon the spot might, through the 
great difference of price between tms capital and Europe 
fl»nera]ly, do a great deal of extremely profitable business. 
Those who are accustomed to the Jewish bargaining of 
many among the merchants of Europe, will feel pleasingly 
surprised at the simple mode of dealmg practised amon^ 
tiie Turks. - The Turkish merchant names, when asked, Uie 
price of his commodity. It is perhaps too dear, and one 
turns to go. " I will deduct," say the Turk, quite tranquilly, 
''so much from my price ; the commodilj is good, I do not 
deceive you. Ifyou will have it, well : it no^ go, and ahk- 
betin oerola !" This last greeting means, '' may thv end be 
happy !" He will certain^ enter into no further bargain" 
ing; he has sufficiently exerted himself and spoken as 
much as he intends to do. He, therefore, quietly smokes 
his pipe, sitting cross-le^ed upon his projecting counter, 
and it appears now indi^rent to him, whether- the article 
is purchased or not 

Knavery is seldom practised by Turkish merchants, which, 
however, is quite tne reverse among the ^^ high-minded^^ 
Greeks^ one of whom will swear a thousand times by the 
Holy Virgin that he is an honest man, and afterwards laugh 
in his sleeve, at having grossly cheated you. "A Greek will 
outdo ten Jews!" says the Hellenist proverbially of himsell^ 
and very justly too. 

The Jews and Armenians compose an important portion 
of the population of Constantinople. The stain of obloquy 
which still clings to the obdurate Israelites is not impercep- 
tible in Turkey. They are, indeed, not only exposed to the 
contempt and ill treatment of the Turks, but also to that of 
tb<^ Christians residing here. Opprobious names are used, 
even by boys^ towards the Hebrews, any of whom are ill 
advised in showing themselves in the Christian quarters of 
the ci^, especially during Easter. The hatred against them 
has, if possible, mcreased since the time of the Christian 
insurrection, when the Greek patriarch and other priests 
were murdered — in which terrific scenes the Jews distin- 
guished themselves, both by their treachery, and by the 
revolting pleasure they appeared to take in the bloodshed 
thence accruing. No Jew is permitted to pass directly to 
the Mahomedan faith ; it being insisted on, that he first em- 
brace Christianity, by baptism, which is held to wash 
away, as it were, the unpardonable stain of Judaism. 

With respect to the Armenians, their industry and activ- 
ity are extremely praiseworthy; put beyond that, they are 
as great knaves as the Jews or Greeks, and are besides of 
filthy habits, conjoining therewith rudeness, and want of 



tf^te) in the la«t decree. By 1M mze of ttieir eajp% indee^ 

one might almost class th?m witji the affinine gen^; and 
nature nas fiiraisheci theni, too, with cdlosaal nands and 
Ibet There is a provierb whioh says— The Persian is gresst 
the Greek shamedesg, the Turk tasteless, but the Armeniaii 
all combined ;-^and it speaks the truth. The female Anne« 
nians are usujEUiy of luxuriant ^Krm ; bul their featmrea are 
tpo strongly marked ibr the expression to.be deemed pleasi- 
ing. Their maritc4 conduct presents a pcnnt with reeq[ieet 
to which they may well be cafled the ^ftaiP* sex, as more 
scandalous gallantries are not spoken pf in the whole of 
Constantinople than those of ^e Armenian women. 

The Franxs, who are seeii roaming throughout the oi^, 
and especially in t^ baisaar, o^n present a curious ap« 
pears^ce, owmg to m anxious and distrustful exfuresslon 
of countenance which arises from apprehension of tbeneviev 
wholly ceasing plague.. 

If the belierin fiktalism to which the Turks are attached, 
be, as is the fact, very consoling in some respect»^it haa 
more strongly increased their improvidence and cueless- 
ness. The clothes of su^ as have died of plague are 
openly sold and worn; $>i\ Allah kerimf (Gk)d is n^eat !} 
say the faithful, and tbufif ti^ey banish all fear. So tnoug^ 
L when I moved about in ammated cofiee-houses, and ia 
tne thickest crowds at &e baasaar, and Providence pra^ 
served me from tiiis Turkish evil, as in other ptaces also it 
bore me safely through th^ dangers of the cholera. Tre- 
pidation is a great conductor to sickness } while qn the 
other hand, fearlessness^ with a Uttle prudence, are excel- 
lent preventives, although not to be purchased at any 
apothecary's. 

Nowhere in the worl<LprobabI}r, is so great a muftitude 
of dogs to be seen as at Constantmople ; without belonsiiig 
to any mas^r, they £>rm Qori;K>rations amongst themselves^ 
each of which is confined to one street u a IqUr-footea 
stranger of a different street takes the liberty of intruding!^ 
on a neighbouring p,^v^ be is so warmly attacked by the rest 
that he seldom retains strenfi^ enougn to return; whereas 
the dogs of the same street nve togemer amicaUy. Thc^ 
food consists of the xem9im of eatables which, have been 
cast out from th^ bouseni and hence the streets are con- 
tinually dirty. 

Even as reg^d# their dpg% ve find instanceaof tiie char- 
acteristic beaevcdenQe of the often cahimniated Turk?; 
Ma^y Moslems bequeath in theur wills a small ci^italr-the 
interest of which is destined to feed the masterless danine 
race. Thus, every morning people are observed passing 
througb the pubUo ways loaded with bad meat; and upon 
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a peculiar C17 from these, the dogs hasten to receive thefar 
alms. When a litter takes place, the proprietor of the 
house near which the circumstance occurs Duilds a small 
straw hut, or kennel, dose to his door, whitiier the mother 
and her young resort. These receptacles certainly do not 
tend to beautify the streets, but the inhabitants overlook the 
unsightliness in estimating the kindness of the deed. 

The character of these dogs (which are of a peculiar 
race, resembling the shepherd's dog) is not the most amia- 
ble. During sunshine, they lie down in the midst of the 
streets, and are no small inconvenience to passers by. In 
bad weather, they take possession of the narrow pavement, 
bein^ there protected from the rain by the projecting eaves ; 
and if one does not carefully avoid them, a growling tongue, 
or perhaps a currish bite, is bestowed by way of reminis- 
cence. We may observe that no instance of hydrophobia 
has occurred at Constantinople,^that disease can there- 
fore scarcely be attributable to 'heat 

Fatigued by the exertions of the day, I lay one evening 
reclining witn Turkish zest upon my sofa, when the mu- 
sic of a waltz attracted my attention. Upon inquinr, the at- 
tendant Francesco informed me that the first ball of uie car- 
nival was given to-day in the Hotel d'ltalie, situated in the 
long street of Perst. For this winter, the hostess of that 
hotel, (known to all Franks, especially to officers of the 
Russian land and sea service, by the rather unattractive 
appellation of "the fat Lisette,") had received from the 
Sultan the exclusive privilege of giving balls in the Euro- 
pean style. " And very respectable company," said Fran- 
cesco, "you may find there." What was, therefore, more 
natural wan that I should jump up, make my toilet with 
care, put on my newest Petersburgh dress-coat and shoes, 
and (for want of a coach or sedan) be carried over on the 
back of my waiter, across the dirty street, to the house 
where the ball was celebrated ? One flight of stairs led to 
the upper story. On the groimd floor, which, in the hotels 
of Constantinople, is commonly used for billiards, sat as 
banquiers two Armenians decked in dark gowns and high 
black felt caps, with crossed legs, smoking out of long 
pipes. After I nad paid my nine piasters for the ticket, the 
drapery, cdveringthe door- way was raised, and I was push- 
ed forward into the sanctuary of Terpsichore. I had 
scarcely cast a few glimpses on the scene, when Clauren's 
grotesque piece called "The Sausage-ball" came to my 
mind, which, played as it was (with certain national varia- 
tions) on the shores of the Bospnorus, was ludicrous enough. 
The first and most elegant cavalier I observed, was a ser- 
vant who had waited on me the same day at dinner, at the 

11» 
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hoM of hte BWte. Oift Russian Chargl d'Ajflfaires. Qveir- 
hi^ppy, he r^yojyc^ In the arms of his partner, a tdieralMj? 
massive person in 9. Prankish dress, which, however, reacS- 





A yoimg merch^t of Vienna, who subsequentlv joined^ 
me, aiid who appeared familiar with, the place, told me that' 
the ladies Monged to the kitchen department, or — ^-^ 
priestesses of Venus, of whom it is said there are ^ 
multitude here. The gentlemen consisted of servanl 
the several embassies; Italian, French, and Russian sail- 
ors; and Turkish subaltern omcers^-who, in their Eurd- 
peanized unifonn, were rejoiced at having made so muich 
advance in civilization : well pleased with themselves, they 
strutted about, and some even joined in the dance. What 
this may indicate, considering the extent of Turkish phlegooL 
may be guessed at from a question asked by the Grand 
Vizier, who, some years ago, visited a ball ^ven by tiie 
Frencl^ ambassador : and pointing to the dancing ladies 
and gentlemen, he iqiquired, ''how many of these troops 
of dancers do yo^pay, for the evenins V* 

Those who did not dance in the saloon of the hotel, sat 
upon benches which were placed round the walls, and 
smoked— while the ladies pUed at the punch, a favorUe 
drink of the inhabitants 01 Constantinople^ the taste for 
which has muph increased since the Russian camp has 
been pitched on the shores of the Bosphorus. 

The plain white wsJls of the saloon were simply deco- 
rated with wooden chandeliers, and old tlEushionea mirrors, 
before which tallow candles were burning. In front of the 
windows, were suspended a variety of paper hangings. At 
the uppdr end of the saloon, rudely composed of a few 
planks, was the gallery of the musicians, who beloi:^d to 
the band of a Turkish regiment: they played excellently. 
Country dances, waltzes, gallopades, mazourkas, were kept 
up with so much zest oy the company, that, considering 
the slight structure of the building, I more than once fearea 
we should all tumble through. Among the Frankish dan- 
cers, I observed but two aress-<;oats— the other revellers 
being comfortably enveloped in frock-coats and boots. 
Some of the sailors even hs^ thick lon^-haired clocJcs, such 
as are usually worn in the south, in wmter. and in voyages 
at sea; hats and caps were, according to tne custom of the 
countiy, not deposed from their proper office. 

After remaining about half an hour in this heated atmo- 
sphere, I quitted it, as the reader may imagine, fully satis- 
ned. Opposite tf le door of the hotel stood a Gn'jeek lad of 
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atent 0evdntee% with apaper lantern, whom I bir^ fbr a 
frw paras to carry me across again, to my abode, upon hte 
back. The still-resounding music soon lulled me to sleep 
•^the pleasantesi effisot I experienced from it 



CHAPTER XXVI. 





omet— Humanity and Benerolence of the Turka. 



Mt wish to inspect the interior of the mosque of St So- 

Shia was gratified by the — - ambassador, to whom, in- 
eed, I was indebted for many privileges during my visit 
to Constantinople. Armed with my admission ticke^ I one 
day sailed across the haven to Stamboul, accompanied by 
two men belonging to the Turkish guard of honour attach* 
ed to the ambassador. Formerly thcnr were Janisariea 
who filled these posts ; to what class the present indivi- 
duals belonged, I knew not ; tiieir appearance, however, 
was sufficiently military. They wore red jackets, and pan- 
taloons of the same colour, richly embroidered with eold, 
and the characteristic national turban was superseded by 
the newly-adopted cap. In the broad, gilt leathern girdle, 
shone (next to a brass writing apparatus) really a small 
arsenal of arms. Each of my attendants carried at least 
two pair of superb pistols, inlaid with mother-of-pearl and 
silver, a costiy pomard, with a sabre, at the side ; bearing 
in the hand, as a.bad^ of office, a long silver staff. The 
number of mese functionaries amounts, with each ao^as- 
sador, to fi*om four to eight, who reside in the hotel of the 
embassy, and on this account gradually adopt the manners 
of the nation represented by the respective aelegates, who, 
whenever they go out officially, are always escorted by 
some of these body-guards, who are held m great respect 
by the people. 

We went to one of the Imams, who lives near the mosque, 
and who, having read the firman, respectfully and politdy 
offered himseaas our chaperon into the sanctuary, and 
proposed to guide us thence through the elegant forecourt 
of the temple. 
Towards the north, west, and south, the Aja-Sophia is 

Eounded with fore-courts; towards the east the open 
ie between it and the Seraglio forms also a similar one. 
principal fbre-eourt, whtoh the Turics also call the 
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** Harem,'' is situate towards the west, as is the case in all 
Turkish temples ; in lilce manner as the eastern direction 
is always appropriated to the burial ground. With regard 
to the Sophia mosque, there is this exception : that the spots 
devoted to the last resting-place of the Moslems, are con- 
tiguous to the south and north side of the temple. 

Three sides of the western fore-court are furnished with 
open, vaulted arcades ; namely, opposite the entrance of 
the temple, and on both sides of the edifice. On the right 
of the middle entrance door, a low tower with a pointed 
roof presents itself; this, at the time of the Christian sway, 
was "the tower of the beMs," whose brazen tongues have 
been silenced ever since the creed of Mahomet has echoed 
through the temple. Adjoining this tower is a building, into 
which having descended some thirty steps, we arrived at 
the cistern that extends nearlv the whole length underneath, 
and serves the Mussulmen wherewith to perform those ab- 
lutions commanded by their prophet. In the middle of the 
court' a bubbling fountain invites, for the same purpose. 
Out of this court, three doors (of which tiie centre one is the 
smallest) lead into the entrance-hall of the temple — at the 
Christian period the place of asseihblage for penitents and 
catechumens, to whom admission into the interior was not 

?ermitted. It is destitute of at! architectural decorations. 
*here are besides two other gates, &cin^ towards the south 
and north. On returning'outside to notice the other fronts 
of this singular building, we found that the eastern side, 
namely, that towards the Seraglio, has but two gates, which 
open directiy from the pubhc square into the temple. 
Through these also, as indeed through every gate of the 
Sophia mosque, we had to descend twelve steps, as the 
floor of the temple lies much lower than the level of the 
ground without. The diflference is easily observable be- 
tween the minaret towards the southeast and the others, as 
the former one was hastily built by command of Mahomet 
IL, when he conquered the city, and converted the Chris- 
tian into a Turkish temple : and it is consequently the first 
Mussulman prayer-tower which was erected in Constan- 
tinople. 

The northern fore-court of the temple consists of a long 
quadrangle, planted with trees, whence several steps leaa 
up to the galleries within the mosque, and here we iJso find 
a small octagonal building, formerly the Christian sacristy, 
but now profaned into a nay-lofl for the Sultan's stables. 
The southern fore-court, to which access is gained by a eate 
out of the western, is likewise a quadrangle ; where m>mi 
among the cypresses peep forth the IhirbeSf or small buri- 
al-chapels for the sultans. The interior of these is nearly 



the nBMQ0 ia eachrHichly decorated ivlth marUa and illih 
laiQedwithchaiideli^rs which hanff from the celbngt Cop- 
ies of the E^an suspended from chains^ ia vite the £aithnil 
to read a prayer for the departed. The coffina are rawed 
above the ground, and are covered wUh precious clotfas. 
At the head, upon low plUarsi a turban ta deposited, aa a 
sign that a grand Sultan reposes here s the sultanesaes have 
no such head-gear. But the most remarkable of these Tur« 
bto is unquestionably that of Muhrad UL. who lies here in 
the centre of his hundred and twenty children, all strang- 
led on the same day by command of his miccessor. Oaie 
ki^Q ws not at which circumstance to be most 8urpnsed--th0 
fiuitftdness of the one prince, or the savage erudly of ^ 
other !--SimiIar TurbS$. of various degrees of elegance, 
are to be found attachea to all mosques. 

On entering the interior of St Sophia^ the eye is attraci- 
ed by the costly sjdendour of the surrounding objects— tha 
walls, pillars^ arches, aisles, and even the ground, consists 
ii^ of the most precious lands of porpl^rry and marble. 
The open walk, leadmg through the centre, is covered 
throughout with rich Turkish and Persian carpeting^ The 
eye hAs itself with difficulty above to the gigantic cupoto, 
which in diameter m^isures one hundred and fifteen foe^ 
but is so shallow that the depth of the dome does not ex- 
ceed nineteen feet The architectural boldness of this part 
of the building is great : some explanation of its success 
has been offered^ in the nature of the bricks employed, 
whi^h are said to be of so Kght a clay, from Rhodes, that 
twelve of them equal in wei^t on^ one of those in com- 
mon use. Nevertheless, it remaina a chef-d'oeuvre of art, 
respectiAg which Procopius aptly remarks: '^The cupola 
o^ Hke holy Sophia appears so lightsome and airy, that it 
looks as if hung by a chain from heaven." To the main 
dome are added two lesser ones, each ninety-four foet in 
wid^ and these are flanked by two still smaller on each 
side, so that altogether an oval figure is formed by the sev- 
eral cupcdas. The li^t is admitted by means of twenlgr- 
foiir wmdows^ During the nights of me month Ramazan^ 
an immense blaze is emitted by many- thousands of lamps, 
' suspended from the arches, Which consist of variegated glainL 
and are interspersed with painted ostrich eggs, artificial 
flowers, and similar decorations* Above, in the cuncila, ist 
to. be read (written in letters ten yards long) the 36m verse 
of the 24tb chapter of the Koran. 

One involuntarily shudders on viewing the pillars iRdiick 
support til^s foarfiu weight, and several of which, owing to 
earthquidces, have moved considerably frt>m their poaitioB. 
Anthemius, vho, after the fipreat earthquake undar Justinl* 
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an. raised again the Men cupola, has indeed proved hiiki-> 
self a masterly architect— departing from the rules of his 
predecessors, yet nevertheless completing a majestic, and 
at the same a unique whole. 

In the space below, there are altogether forty columns, a 
particular number much approved of among eastern na- 
tions, whilst above in the galleries there are sixtv, which, 
togemer wltii the seven over ihe gates, make the entire 
<]^antity one hundred and seven — another numeral regarded 
by the oriental people in a mystical light At the end of the 
upper gallery, towards the west, is an enclosed space, the 
wuls whereof are covered with a collection of Grecian 
sacred pictures, and many others also confusedly thrown 
together, are strewed around upon the ISoor. From what 
cause, or through what superstition, the Turks were indu- 
ced to aUow the first-mentioned of these to remain undis- 
turbed where they are, while so many others are mutilated, 
or wholly destroyed, is somewhat inexplicable. In anoth- 
er column of the upper gallery, there presented itself fixed 
to the wall, a large white square marble tablet on which are 
still found traces of its having been covered with sacred 
subjects. There is now only me C3rpher C^, having a cross 
at its feet, which remains perfectly legible, being work- 
ed into the stone. The Imam assured us, that the Em- 
peror Constantine was buried underneath this spot: but 
this appears very dubious to me, as in that case the oody 
must have been walled within the arch which forms the 
ceiling of the under story, and the floor of the upper one. 
The Turks, however, are extremely apt to make such 
startling assertions, which they communicate to strangers 
with the greatest seriousness ; and as it would be held of- 
fensive to express any open doubt, it is as well to afiect a 
faith one cannot feel. 

In the under space, towards the east, stood formerly in 
the Christian Sophia-church, the high altar. In this niche 
now stands the Afihrab, which the Turks have erected in- 
stead, a repository in the form of a chest, ornamented with 
ffold inscriptions, and wherein the Koran is preserved. It 
is, however, considered necessary by the Mahomedans, 
that the Mikrab should always be placed in the direction 
of Mecca, and, accordingly, in Constantinople towards the 
southeast,— hence, tiiereiore, it is not placed in the middle, 
but sideways in the niche. In the same direction do the 
faithfiil likewise turn their faces in prayer, on which account 
the whole of the congregjsition stand in a slanting position, 
and— as M. de Hammer wittily remarks— 'presents tiie great 
cross-line which Islamism has made in Christianity." On 
the same side, to the right, close to the Mihrab, near a small 
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cohunn. is placed the MihberX>T pulpit: a flag is placed on 

each siae of this marble Minber^ which rests upon low pil- 
lars and is shaped like a sofa, as a sign of the triumpb 
of the Mahomedans over Christians and Jews. To the 
left, in the niche opposite the Minber^ is the pew of the Sul- 
tan, enclosed by a golden railing, and richly carpeted. In 
like manner as in Catholic temples, there are here also two 
large fonts, which the Sultan, Muhrad the Third, brought 
from the Island of Marmora, and the contents of which, 
cold water, is devoted to the refreshment of the faithful. 

The whole of the edifice is in fact grand and colossal, 
inside as well as out, from the base to the summit, whieh, 
as a worthy finish, is surmounted, in the sun's rays, with 
the symbol of Islamism, and at the same time the ancient 
arms of the city of Byzantium — namely, the gigantic cres- 
cent — which Muhrad the Third caused to be gilded with 
fifty thousand ducats, and which is said to measure fifty 
yards in circumference. But whether, as is stated, it is vis- 
ible in the sun's rays at sea, at a distance of four hundred 
miles, (on the pinnacle of the Bithynian Olympia) is to me 
rather doubtful. 

The Turks also show a large collection of relics in their 
temple, which, were they genuine and not merely the fruit 
of Mahomedan fables, must be of no small religious inter- 
est to the Christian. Upon the upper gallery, situated on 
the south side, is a red, hollowed block of marble, which w 
said to be the cradle of our Saviour, together with the trough 
in which he was washed by his mother^Mary ; both have 
been brought here from Bethlehem. To the left of the 
northern entrance gate 'of the temple, stands a pillar, called 
the sweating pillar, from the moisture with which it is con- 
stantly covered, and its touch is said to be an unfailing cure 
for every disease, of which pretence, however, the church- 
yards present the greatest confutation. 

We had already spent several hours in inspecting the 
temple, when service commenced, which we retired into a 
distant comer to witness, in order that we might not dis- 
turb the con^egation by the presence of the profane. An 
Imam took his station before the Mihrab, with two singers, 
who chanted in a plaintive, monotonous tone difierent 
strophes, at the end of each whereof, the Imam pronounced 
"Allahil Allah!" at which sound the congregation, who 
stood together in long rows, prostrated themselves with 
their faces to the ground, and continued in that position for 
some minutes. The ceremony lasted about half an hour. 

In praise of the present toleration of the Turks, I must 

state, that during the whole of my stay in the mosque, I did 

•not meet with the least symptom of unpleasant feeling, nor 
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was the slig^fest curiosily even mftnifested in the counte- 
nances of the Mussulmen who perceived mv presence. 
When the service was concluded, we again advanced to- 
wards the central part of the temple, the Turks sweeping 
by us with their accustomed gravitjr and digniQr. 

In stepping into the fore-court, we found that a grand 
bird-fair had .been established there. Many of the peojde 

gurchased cages full of forest-natives. As soon as each 
argain was struck, the purchaser opened the prison doord 
jind gave the little captives their liberty. This is another 
charitable act which the Koran prescribe to the faithful ; and 
which implies reverence for tneir prophet, who, together 
with much nonsense, taught also much that was good. 

The first maxims of Mahomet were certainly based on 
pure philanthropy and humanity, and he only became cruel 
m proportion as the rage of his enemies provoked him to 
reprisals. Fanaticism, coupled with rising ambition, drove 
him to the sword, by which he endeavoured to spread his 
doctrines abroad; and are not simUar examples to be 
found in the histonr of the Christian religion, notwithstand- 
ing its divine founder taught peace and S>rbearance alone? 
Let us only look back for instance to the period of the 
Crusades. The sworcL perhaps, procured for Mahomet 
more proselytes than his preacning; and yet, sineulariy 
enough, his enforced religion continues firm and inaelS>le, 
I cannot entirely Join in the reproaches that are so plenti- 
fully bestowed upon the Moslem prophet He was never 
unmindful of benefits received— ashis continual gratitude to 
his first wife, Cadisha, proves : humane he was, as is proved 
by hi!6 command in the sale of captives, not to part a mother 
from her children ; and generous likewise, as wUl appear on 
remembrance of his forbearance towards the leaders of the 
race of Koreisch, throu^out so hostile towards him. His 
Koran enjoins the principle of love, not only towards man- 
kind generally, but also towards animals. As respects the 
latter, indeed, one instance has already been mentioned, 
and to that may be added, the great care that is shown by 
a Mussulman in the treatment of his horse, and how lightly 
he loads each camel in a caravan. Love towards his 
brethren, is fully demonstrated by his profuse charity, and 
by his extended practice of hospitality. The Koran, like 
the Bible, ordains the holding our word sacred, without re- 
sorting to an oath; it sajrs, '^Be your language — ^yea or 
nay !" And I would venture to maintain, that this com- 
mand is more strictly kept by the lower illiterate order of 
Turks, than by enlightened Franks— for probity is not 
always the associate of modem enlightemnent 
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CHAPTER XXVIL 

HotpMtty of the Tork8->UbeanJi|7 towurds Beraiffers— Tb«ir PfaUoflobhieal eh^ 
neter— Their PridO of huqfible Cmgia when exalted— Their Eqaanlmitjr in proa- 
perily and adventty— Their chaneteristic Nicknamea of varioua Na^na— Ite 
BlaT6-mftrlQit— The Btmngeia indigaaiitly ejected. 

< 

That the Koran, generally speaking, is opposed to tira 
desirable progress of the mind, is untrae ; the Fatimites in 
AfHca, and the Ommyades in Spain, as protectors and 
ad7anoers of human knowledge, prove the contrary. Al- 
mansor called into existence a splendid era of Arabic learn- 
ing, which continued to flourish lor centui:les a^rwards. 

From the earliest times downwards, the opinion has been 
imbibed by those Europeans who have not visited Turkey, 
that the Turk still loc^s down with contempt upon the 
Frank, and holds him in very low estimation. In ttas re- 
spect, however, a great change has latterly taken place, and 
I believe I may affirm, that intolerance exists in a much 
more striking manner in the capitals of Europe, than is 
exhibited towards strangers in Constantinople. In the 
former more civilized and cultivated countries, the stran- 
ger is often jeered and laughed at, on account of his dress 
or manner; whilst, on the contrary, as I can state from 
personal experience, in the Mussulman capital not a single 
insulting or offensive word is ever expressed, except per- 
haps from the Eunuch mards of the Serag^o— but they 
can scarcelv be regarded as coming within the pale of hu- 
inanity. The Turk has latterly, when he has become more 
intimately associated with strangers, quickly perceived in 
what, and how far, the Frank is his superior. He appreci- 
ates our genuine but not our spurious superiority, nor does 
he seek to emulate our follies. He is, it is true, in many 
respects, yet in the dark — ^but his ignorance, so to speak, 
is mostly of a harmless nature. If the stranger treats him 
with respect and consideration, and, avoids applying any 
unmannerly epithets to the customs and religion of the coun- 
try, he may soon establish a very friendly understanding. 
The Mussulman is capable, in fact, of being rendered, by 
humouring his national peculiarities a little, a true and faith- 
fid protector and defenaer in the hour of need or danger. 

The character of the Moslemites presents, on the whole, 
many more praiseworthy than exceptionable points. For 
conversational society they are lime qualified, as both 
their education and acquired knowledge are contracted — 
besides which, their habits and inclinations greatly incline 
them to silence. Their answer to questions put, often, in- 
deed, consists only in a pantomimic expression, or an 
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alteration of mien— which, however, speaks the more intel- 
ligibly, as, though upon the countenance of the Turk great 
inflejcibility and coldness is generally manifest, the features 
are at the same time by no means dull or spiritless, but the 
glowing eye almost always sparkles with mesming. Their 
replies or remarks are laconic, yet evince energy and 
reflection. Their philosophy is purely practical ; they are 
convinced of the vanity and transitoriness of every thing 
earthly ; and their faith in an inflexible fate, against which 
no human will or foresight can contend, is most firmly im- 
planted. Hence the carelessness so observable in their 
conduct, which frequently seems hardly t6 contemplate 
the chances of the morrow. 

The Turks have been reproached as haughty and lofty, 
and this may be attributed to that external gravi^ which 
strikes and misleads the superficial observer. How few 
are there in civilized Europe, who, when raised from 
lowness and poverty to a higher station, love to dwell upon 
the change, or remind oUiers of the inferior state in which 
they formerly lived ! In Turkey, however, it is no rare 
occurrence for a boatman or a porter, by a freak of for- 
tune, to be advanced to the rank of Vizier, or Pasha, and 
he is commonly himself Uie first, in his exalted station^ to 
refer to his previous humble state, nor at all deeming him- 
self disgraced, if reminded of his orijgin by others. With 
the same equanimity wherewith the Turks treat a sudden 
advancement of fortune, do they deport themselves in ca- 
lamity. No bitter complaint against Heaven and fate 
escapes them — no ravings of despair burst forth. Courage 
and perseverance, confidence ana endurance, are the wea- 
pons which they oppose to the severe stroke of destiny. 
Several Russian officers, who were engaged in the Turkish 
campaign, have related to me the manner in which Mus- 
sulman soldiers, badly wounded, would with the greatest, 
indeed the most surprising calmness, lay themselves down, 
and await the approach of death. 

The Turks are generally considerate towards those who 
are not of themselves, as is proved by the great number of 
Greek churches in Constantinople, and of Catholic ones in 
Pera. They are least so towards the Persians, who, al- 
though Mahomedans, do not belong to the Sunnite sect, 
like Uie Turks, but to that of the Schutesians. Neverthe- 
less, they do not refuse Paradise even to these, but main- 
tain that after death they are changed into asses, upon which 
the Jews ride into heaven. The sacredness of a sanctuary 
amongst the Turks, has existed from time immemorial to 
the present day ; for if any individual, however justly pur- 
sued, seeks refiige in a house, an inspection of it can take 
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J>lace only upon the express and distinct command of the 
adicial power ; and the person sought for must be most 
accurately described. Even the police dare only enter the 
house in Uie presence of the Imams ; should it belong to a 
Jew, a Rabbi must be present, and if to a Christian, the 
presence of a priest or that religion is necessary. The 
chamber of the females in any house may only be entered 
when the women have quitted it, by which means the per- 
son sought for frequently escapes nrom his pursuers, ^ut' 
the houses of the Franks are now no longer searched ; for 
in these cases the Ambassadors of their afferent countries 
are applied to. 

As a subject of curiosiQr,some of the soubriquet or nick' 
names made use.of may be here inserted, which an earlier 
traveller has collected — some of them I have myself heard 
applied. Pera is called the hog^a ottar^^r^erhaps because, 
contrary to the custom of the Turks, the Franks inhabiting 
it eat hog's flesh ; and the Turkish soldiers of whom we 
have already spoken (who are appointed to attend on for- 
eign ambassadors) are termed svnne /ierc^^, (Domuz-Tscho- 
banlari.) They call the Italians, people of a thousand col- 
ours, that is to say create, (Tirenki-Hessar-Renki ;) the 
English, linendrapers^ (TschoKadschi;) the French, knaves^ 
(Ajnadschi;) the Germans, roistering swearers. (Dschurur 
kiap;) the Dutch, cheesemongers^ (Pejnirdschl ;) the Span- 
iards, idlers. (Tembel;) the Russians, cursed ones, (Ruszi 
Menkjus;) tne Poles, chattering infidels, (Fussul Giaour;) 
the Veneuans, fishermen^ (Baliktschi ;) me Wallachians, 
rais, (Tschingjane ;) the Moldavians, sheep without horns, 
or stnpid &opr«, (Bojnussiss Kojun Bogdani nadan;) the 
Greeks, hares, (TshanschQn;) the Armenians, dirt eaters, 
{Boktsche ;) the Jews, dogs, (Tschifut ;) the Arabians, siUy 
fellows, (Aekilsiss:) the Persians, rea-heads or heretics, 
(Kizelbachi Rafiz;) the Tartars, carrion-eaters. (Laseh Je- 
jidschi,^) probably because they willingly eat horse-flesh; 
all Islanders, watermen, (Gjemidschi ;) and all who live in 
the interior of a country, carmen, ( ArebedschL) 

The day on which I visited the Sophia Mosque, in order 
that I might profit as much as possible by the protection 
of my accompanjring guides in the gratification of my 
curiosity, — after we had quitted the holy place and were 
quite exhausted, I took them into a neighbouring cofiee- 
house, where, having treated them to conee and tobacco, I 
proposed they should convey me to the slave-market, 
Avret-Bazaar. — ^It is true, they replied to me at first with a 
warning yok, (no,) accompanied by the common Oriental 
gesticulation — a bending back of the head on the neck ; but 
fair promises, and the hopes ofagoodBackschisch (present) 
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m9d9 fhem more fxracticable, and at lenetfa I exiraetad 
Qrom tbem the evet (yes) which I so much desired. We 
therefore {Mrqceeded to those booths of the bazaar ahready 
veil known to me. 

In tb^ row of the fruit-dealers' booths there is a gate^ 
biiilt in a high dark wall, which leads to the market of fe- 
male daves generally, and through this we ventured. Not 
far from the entrance stood, enclosed by low palings, some 
young female negroes, from twelve to fourteen years of 
age, who were but scaQtUy furnished with clothins. That 
t&y W0!re of the gentler sex I was aoon apprised by my 
compaJoions, who had sharper eyes for this purpose than L 
Two old Tui^ were occupiea in closely inflecting the 
luxurious figures of these poor creatures, whom the slave- 
dealer recom0ien4/ed to them as meritorious orticleM. The 
black Venuses had scarcely caught a glimpse of me when 
with loud cries thev entreated me to purchiue them ; by 
which they exposea me to the notice of the two virtoosi 
and the slave-dealer, the latter of whom ran up to me with 
many reproaches, and urged me immediately to <uut the 
plaice : this, however, I did not exhibit the least inclination 
to do; and when the Turks saw they could not persuade 
me to quit the market, one of them disappeared, shortly 
after re&ming with an officer, who seamed to be on guara, 
and who loaaed my companions with abuse for having 

S tided me Uther. He also politely apprised me, in Italian, 
at it was by no means, nor under any circumstancesL 
permitted to a Christian to visit this market; and informed 
me at the same time that if I wished to purchase a dormOf 
1 must apply to a true believer, who could conclude the bar- 
gain for me, as a giaoijir — which term, however, he instantly 
chained for a Cbmttono-rwas not allawed to buy for him^ 
self. Thinking that he ^as probably not much skilled in 
reading, I presented him with mv firman as a bUnd*— which, 
however, he smilingly returned, with the remark, that he 
had all possible respect for it, but that fix>m its being 
filled up expiriessly for tiie sacred Aja Sophia^ it by no 
meaos extended to tiie unholy Avret-Bazaar. I could say 
nothtog further, and was therefore obliged to cont^t my- 
self wim Alii^f^ing a lew parting ^impses of this same fiesn- 
nark^t* 
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CHAPTER XXVIII. 

Beftntiftil icenerjr on the Bosphoms shorea.— Bajokdere, the Russiaii Ambtiea 
dor's Hotel.— Delightful Reddence.— Tiait to the Roasian Lugger.— The young 
hero of Navarino.— Piria Pa^tuu—Fanar.— Prince lalanda.— KiiiDada. 

The weather by this time had gradually changed, and a 
delightful breeze blew, from the south, over Constantino- 
ple. The snow had long disappeared, and the cheerful 
green shores of the Bosphoms invited me to make an ex- 
cursion to Bujukdere and its vicinity. The canal from 
Marmora to the Euxine, about fifteen miles long, and never 
more than a quarter of a mile broad, is scarcely to, be 
equalled.' However beautiful the Rhine, the Swiss lakes, 
or the splendid La^o Maggiore, with their imposing 
scenery, the shores of the Bosphoms must still remain un- 
rivalled. The green hills, which, opening from time to 
time, admit a glance at the delightful intervening valle^^s, 
extend both upon the Asiatic and European shores, while 
villas, kiosks, and palaces, complete the magic scene 
which nature has here created. — As well as the present, 
the past also interests the beholder, from its train of recol- 
lections : — the eye beholds here the landing place of that 
adventurer who sought the, Grolden Fleece, and yonder, the 
spot where the temple of Ptolemy stood, and the tomo of 
Delphinus, beloved by Chelces. The fort of Roumely- 
Hyssar, stands on the European side. Anadoli-Hyssar, is 
the spot where the immense army of Darius stepped upon 
European soil, and where the army of the Cmsaders 
also crossed upon its " holy," yet unholy expedition. Every 
instant conjured up some new picture ; and we landed al- 
most too suddenly at Bujukdere, (great valley, from Bur 
juk, great, and deri, vallefj) the pleasant summer retire- 
ment of the diplomatic body — ^the members of which also 
frequently spend there the pleasantest days of winter. 

The hotel of the Russian Ambassador is distinguished 
above the others both for splendour and comfort.— It is the 
property of the government^ and stands upon a terrace 
close to the Bosphoms, surrounded by a beautiful garden, 
which extends even to the summit of the mountain — where, 
according to tradition, the tent of Grodfrey of Boulogne wab 
pitched, when he rested here upon his way to besiege Je- 
rusalem. 

The view from the top of the hill is magnificent, and 
commands almost the entire channel. Beneath the win- 
dows of the hotel, was anchored the only Russian ship of 
war at present at Constantinople, namely, tiie lugger Shi- 
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roka, of twelve gons. As the Imperial Charg6 d'Affidres, 
the Baron von Kuckman, had appomted it to convey me 
to the Archipelago, I considered it a duty to pay a visit to 
the Captain, M. von Metlin, a brave officer, who, ever 
since tne battle of Navarino, Tin wl^ch he much distin- 

fnished himself,) has been stationed In the southern seas, 
found in his vessel all that cleanliness, and even elegance, 
which now predominate throughout the Russian navy. 
The officers, (the majority; of whom spoke German,) had 
lost nothing oy their seafaring life, of the refinement of so- 
cial intercourse ; and I soon felt perfectly at home, as they 
met me with the usual Russian courtesy and hospitality. 
Their pay becomes very good, so soon as they leave their 
native shores — thus, for instance, a siU>-lieutenant receives, 
monthly, for his mesa, a hundrea Spanish dollar^ But, as 
among them, no system of economy has yet been intro- 
duced, one may easily imagine that they live well : indeed, 
by a lavish display, they in many respects prejudice the 
poorly paid German officers. 

It was impossible to think of returning to Pera to-day 
when we sat down to dinner ; the general good cheer, aio- 
ed by the chamjpaign and Sicilian wines, totally prevented 
it In the intenm, evening had advanced ; and as all the 
officers were musical, we speedily luranged a quartet, in 
consequence of which, I discovered in one of the per- 
formers an excellent violin player, who did honour to his 
instructor, Paganini. This was the surgeon of the ship 
DeU'Agata, a young Italian from Bolo^a, who had served 
for five years in the Russian fleet, and was distinguished 
as well for medical knowledge, as for elegant manners and 
musical talent. 

The compositions of Italian masters, as well as the softer 
Russian melodies, (which powerfully appeal to the heart,) 
resounded until late, through the warm southern moon- 
light, over the waves. Soon after the conclusion of the mu- 
sic, the companv separated. Amongst the most remarka- 
ble persons on board was a youth of fifteen, belonging to 
the artillery — as skilful a fellow at his duty as at theflctskL 
and who already wore two medals at his breast; one of 
which he received from his own monarch for exploits in a 
battle against the Turks; the other firom the Sultan, grant- 
ed to his former enemies, who subsequently, as valiant al- 
lies, hastened to his protection. Upon the one was display- 
ed the Christian, and on the other, the Mahomedan em- 
blem. " Our lad," as he was usually called, is said to have 
acted with extraordinary boldness in a fight with a Turk- 
ish ship. He was, besidesL a good player on the guitar, 
and spoke Turkish well. It was truly comic to see this U^ 
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ish coffee-houses of Constahtuxople^ Pera, fuoA 9'ujiiMejre, 
which he constantly fre^uente^l with his long pibe, and ti} 
hear him converse with the Mus/sulmen, amongst whom fie 
was well known, with Affected Turkish gravity. The namie 
of his family has escaped me; but I learned mat his ^ther 
died in action when commanding a smaU ship of war; be- 
ing nearly subdued by the supen9rity of two Turkish fri- 
gates, he blew up his vessel. 

It was pleasing to see the zeal with wliich the vqung offi« 
cers occupied their leisure time; fhey retainea a master 
on board, at their own expense, to instruct then! in the 
French, Italian, and German languages. . 

At dawn the foUowing morning f determined to com- 
mence my return by land to Pera, apcompanied by my 
friendly and cheerful host We first ai;rived at a meadow 
Ijring immediately on the outside of Bujic^dere, a^ skirted 
towards the west by gentle hills. In the b^ntre of its .grassy 
carpet there is a poetical-looking grove .pftreeSj^bqnsisting 
of seven plantains, growing so closely together that they 
seem to sprout from one root 

On fine summer evenings, this is the prpmen^e for all 
the elegantes or both the Christian and Infidel jsociety of 
Bujukdere. In the village of Belgrade (which we reacned 
after a short ride) there are some pleasant villas belonging 
to the Franks ; and, in its vicinity, some large reservoirs 
of water, which are said to be connected with thecistems 
of Constantinople. Between this and Bur^ieMs (where Beli- 
sarius, blind and poor, misunderstood by his emperor, and 
despised by his enemies, is said to have passed his latter 
days) we saw the celebrated aqueduct or Justinian, which 
extends four hundred and fifty feet across a small valley, -^ 
and at an elevation of one hundred and seven feet Two 
series of arches, one above the other, form this stupendous 
work, on which envious Time has laid his hand, without 
being able entirely to destroy it Over hill *nd dale, our 
horses brought us at length by a different palli intOythe val* 
ley of Sweet Waters^ (Keaehid-Khan^,) a little paradise, 
through which my road had once before led. On arriving 
at Constantinople, lighted up by the genial sui^ the mea- 
dows and hills around shone in a fresh verdant dress ; and 
between its low banks, the Barbyses flowed oai to the basin 
of the Ckdden Horn, into which it empties itseU! Throi^h 
the trees, already full of leaf glittered the SultajSL^s splendid 
kiosk, and not far from it the small red and white hoiises 
destined for his noble suite. Upon the steps of 'the kkusk 
we unpacked our provisions, drank prosperity tb Turkey, 
and lauded the charms it amrds to ypuog' and tflnguifUive 
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travellers. The officers who had accompanied me now 
returned, with the exception of one, who had to convey to 
the Charge d'Aflfaires in Pera intelflgence that the strong 
southerly wind prevented their ship from coming out of the 
channel into the harbour to fetch me. This south wind 
was just what I wanted, and I prayed fervently to Eolus, 
to blow on as hard as ever, being quite comfortable in 
Stamboul. and not ready to go so speedily to the classical 
Hellas, where the shortest residence is certainly the most 
agreeable. At the point of the haven, we got into a caique, 
leaving on our left the suburb Ejub, which I have already 
mentioned in my route from Bucharest to Constantinople. 
On the righ^ lies the suburb Piri Pasha, which derives its 
name from the fearless counsellor of Suliman the First 
Opposite, stands the ^ate Petri Capusi, which, upon the 
conquest of Constantinople by the Turks, was defended 
with heroic bravery. It now leads to the Fanar, inhabited 
by the very worst class of Greeks, those fomenters of polit- 
ical intrigues and quarrels, who will serve either Turks or 
Christians for pay, and are despised bv both. It is said 
tiiat, in the new kingdom of Greece, the highest posts are 
filled by these Fanariotes, whose name serves as an em- 
blem of disgrace, boUi in Constantinople and the Morea. 
It is to be hoped that the young sovereign, upon attaining 
his majority, wiU repudiate them, for the advantage of his 
subjects. 

The two other gates which lie in the vicinity, Balut Ka- 
pusi, and Haiwain Hyssari-Capusi, formerly led to the pal- 
ace of Constantine, of which a few stones are still remain- 
ing; and to thegreat Amphitheatre, which has now totally 
disappeared. The right side of the harbour presents an 
'uninterrupted row of palaces, kiosks, and mosques, some 
of them insignificant enough. On the left bank are nume- 
rous magasdnes, extending to Galata, where we alighted, 
and proceeded to Pera, (through a labyrinth of narrow 
streets,) which we reached towards evening. 

A traveller, whose stay in the Turkish metropolis is even 
limited, should not neglect to make an excursion to the 
neighbouring Prince Islands. Accompanied by a friend, I 
one morning early entered a sailing-boat, and a favourable 
wind carried us obliquely across the harbour, round the 
angle of the Seraglio, which we left on the righ^ then bear- 
ing closely to the Asiatic coast There are nine of these 
islands, which derive their name firom having been, during 
the Byzantine empire, the place of banishment for deposea 
emperors, empresses, princes, and other persons of rank: 
to whom, provided they were not in close confinement a 
residence on these agreeable spo^ in a fine and healthy 



atmosphere^ could only be objectionable, firom fhoodit jne- 
verting to still happier situations. - The Byzantine fistorjr 
records many instatices of such banishn^nt 

We landed upon the largest of these islands, (called 
Principo.) but named by the Turks *^ Kisfl ada,'> (the i>at 
island.) from the red hue of its mowtains.. It Ues ppppj^Ke 
to '* Cnalke,'' ano^er of the same group, and is about thi>ee 
miles long. On its northern side, is tiie chief city, or ra- 
ther chief village of the same name, with its thre^ beautiful 
convents, Christ's, St George's, and St Nicholas ; Whioh 
are situated partly upon hilS, partly in. valleys, and agree- 
ably environed by olives, cypresses, andTiijcuriant tinei^ 
The entire island resembles a large burden, the air of 
which, being soft and perfumed, makes it a favourite reson 
of the Greeks and Frj^ks ; some of whom reside oi^ it im 
whole year, whilst the majority only esbape he^e, from th^^ 
oppressive air of the city, in tne beginning of Hay. NcJ 
Yar firom the village,^ there are two beautiful fountains, sur- 
rounded by plantains, and lying between green hills, whicj^ 
are the resort of promenaders, in the eveninjgs of springs 
after the heat of the d^y^ when the gentle breezes from jl^ 
lightly murmuring sea render the spot truly deUghtfhl. 

On the first of May, which here represents the festival qf 
commencing spring, the valley resounds with the festivi- 
ties of thousands who ^eek repose, in picturesque ^dupf^ 
amongst the shrubs ; ahd when the sun sheds Its last rays 
upon this pleasant island— earth, sea. and heaven, seem to 
svidm in one voluptuous haze. The lightly clad figures at 
the beautiful Greeks gUde through the intricacies of tb0 
Romaika, upon the griassy carpet, accompanying their 
dances with native songs : whilst nrom the groves the flut^^p 
soft sounds float through the air like the notes of jQie hi^t- 
ingale. From the shore, also, resound the guitar^ of Sicil- 
ian and Italian mariner^, who take advantage of their re$»- 
idence in the Imperial city to pass the eyemngs upon the 
island. The dark sky sjtarkles with a thousand lights, aiiid 
the moon, like a meteor rising firom out the waves, sheds 
its silvery light over all. As night disappears, the crow;d 
disperses, and the fresh mom gives another feature to t^ 
charm which heaven ha^ bestowed upon thi3 Bllysiom. 
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CHAPTER XXIX. 

TlM »f »»*•«■«, or Fasting-month— SaeceediDg FeativUies— St Demetriiu— Atmefr 
dan, an ancient Hipp^oma»— The Mosque of Saltan Acbmet— The imperial 
Vault— The Opium Eaters' Sanctuary— The Castle of Seven Towers— The Impito* 
onment of the Russian Aml>assador, M. de Balgakow-^The Secret Pesp a t c h ca ■ 
Unrivalled Scenery of Constantinople. * 

I HAD already read and heard much of the fasting-monthy 
Ramazan, and my wish to be in Constantinople dming 
that period was fulfilled; for on the thirtieth of December^ 
1833, the court astrologer announced to the Sultan the 
change of the moon, and consequently, the commencement 
of the Ramazan. The cannons from the Bastion, at the 
apex of the Seraglio announced that the festival of the 
month had commenced— ^roughout which, the fasts are so 
severe, that as long as the sun is in the sky, the faithful 
abstain wholly from eating, drinking, and sleeping: so great 

indeed is their self-deniaX ^^^ ^^Y ^^ ^^^ ^^^^ smell a 
flower! The laborious class of porters and rowers of 
caiques most excited my compassion, who, when stream- 
ing with perspiration from their toil, could not even cool 
the parched palate with a draught of water. All shops and 
booths are closed, and the streets deserted by those who 
are striving to quell the pangs of hunger and thirst by sleep. 

But as soon as the sim goes down, all become cheerfm. 
even boisterous, which singularly contrasts with the usual 
gravity of the Turks. The shops and <5offee-houses bril- 
Bantly lighted, are opened, and the cupolas of the mosques 
are illuminated by means of variegated paper lantern^ 
which, suspended on cords from minaret to mincuret, vi- 
brate throughout the dark night ; and, by the crowd of per- 
sons who throne the streets, pistols are constantly being 
fired, in si^ns of joy. The accustomed temperance of the 
Osmanlite is now forgotten, and h^ eats and drinks like a 
North-German peasant at a marriage-feast The coffee- 
houses are so crowded, that any one may easily catch ibe 
plague, and bear it to the grave as a reminiscence of the 
Kamazan. The view of Stamboul from the heights of Pera, 
swimming in an ocean of variegated fire, is trmy magical— 
and the most brilliant European illumination, compared 
with this oriental and fantastic display, is far behind-hand* 

This nocturnal kind of life lasts for four weeks, and k 
succeeded by the tliree days' festival of Beyram, resem* 
bUng somewhat our Easter. The present evening, owing 
to its hilarity, seemed to me peculiarly appropriate for a 
visit to the suburb of the Greeks, St Demetrius, the road 
t» which lies northward firom Pera. 
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I St Demetrius is seated in a vaney, close to the mountaiii 
of Pera ; and from the filthiness of its streets, and discom- 
fort of its dwellings, at once proclaims itaelr a residence 
of the di^ Greeks. Mnsic issued, however, from several 
of the coffee-houses, and I stepped into one which appear- 
ed the most respectable. Of two musicians, one was a 
Jew, and scraped most miserably upon a violin ; whilst the 
other, a Qreek, with a stylet, tinkled on a guitar: these 
formed the orchestra. Six Greek boys, from ten to twelve 
years of age, danced the Tscheutti. They were comely lads, 
and dressed in a tasteful and fantastic costume, which con- 
sisted of long full light trousers, diort red jackets embroi- 
dered with gold, red shoes, and the customary cap, (around 
which a variegated shawl was twisted,) with their dark hair 
falling in ringlets over their shoulders. The dance was per- 
formed by groups, in which the dancers endeavoured to 

. represent the most voluptuous and sensual postures, in imi* 
tation of the Paris or Berlin corps de ballet 

My departure was daily approaching, although I had 
still much to see, for I knew not then Siat I should ever 
return to Constantinople. As the protection of an ambas- 
sador's guard had been serviceable to me before, I again 
took with me an armed companion upon my excursion. 
As is usual, we took a boat at Top-hana. crossed the har- 
bour, and hastened through the St Sophia square, towards 
the Atmeidam, (the ancient and celebrated Hippodromus,) 
founded by the Emperors Severus and G.onstantine. The 
statues which once decorated it have disappeared, and 
its chief ornament (the four horses of Lysippus, which are 
supposed to have made 'greater journeys than any other 
horses) has also been removed. Constantine took them 
from Rome (where they stood upon the triumphal arch of 
Nero) to Byzantium, whence they were transferred in the 
year 1206 to Venice. They were then carried to Paris, and 
after the fall of Napoleon brought back again to Venice, 
where they still look down upon the animated scene which 
the square of St Mark presents. 

There is no trace left of the splendid Piazza, where the 
popjulace greeted Justinian as Emperor, and Belisarius as 
a victorious general. Three monuments now only deco- 
rate the place which once witnessed the most flourishing 
egftob of the Byzantine empire ; these still defy the ravages 
qHknfe. The so-called Egyptian column rises sixty feet 
hign. It is an obelisk composed of a single piece of granite, 
with bassi relievi on its pedestal, which indicate that art 
was already in a declining state. They represent the Em- 
peror Theodosius presiding at the public games, and re- 
ceiving the offerings presented him by vanquished nations. 
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in ^ Of&er klAb irb figiored the differeiit machines wh^re- 
iy Piroplti^f raised the pillar, and above which the eye dis- 
IncUj^ recognises some hieroglyphics, fiat the inscriptions 
jh th6 liase Ql'fe partially erased, or buried in the earth. The 
ttonie pillar of Constantine, which is thiriy feet high, and 
Stands, it the southern extremity of the Atmeidan, is so 
inuch dilapidated as to be in danger of falling. It was the 
goal of the cbdiloteers and runners at the public games, 
when it must have i^resented a dazzling sight, with the 
plates 0f gold Where^th Constantine Porpnyrogenetes had 
decotatea ib pedestal. In the centre of the place there is 
another bronze pillar formed of three intwined serpents, 
Whicijt, according to tradition, is said to have stood under 
flie Dblphlc Tripod. Sultan Mahomet the Second, upon 
ttie coniq[uest of Constantinople, in order to exhibit his great 
ki^ngtn, struck otf the head of the first serpent with his 
battle ajte. The two others have since disappeared, proba- 
bly thrpu^ some imtiquarian theft It is an easy thing to 
t^Undet* me ancient monuments at Constantinople, as the 
Turks have but little respect for the antique, and carelessly 
expose titiem to all kinds of destruction. 

The exercises of the ancient Hippodromiis are still re 
taiiaed in the Atmeidan, which serves the Turks for tiieir 
favourite game of casting the Dshinid. Two horsemen ad- 
trance at fml gallop, and endeavour to attack each other with 
sinal! javelins. The chief aM of the fame consists in catch- 
ing the adversary's javelin, and casting it back again. The 
TtrrkS are so much attached to this chivalric sport, that it 
forms their daily exercise. Even the Sultan frequently 
jpaHick>ates in it, either within the inner court of the Sera- 
^o, or at hl$ summer residency, in the valley of Sweet 
naters. At the side of the Atmeidan, where formerly 
stood the palace of Constantine, now stands the beautiful 
mosque of Stiltan Achmel^ the only one lever saw with six 
minarets. I heard also, that it is the only one thus distin- 
guished ^rottghout the eastern Empire, the mosque at Mec- 
ca, in wlUch the holy Caib is contained, not having so ma- 
ny. As the true Cathedral of Constantinople— for it is ex- 
clusively herein that the great church festivals are celebra- 
ted by uie Sultan and his court— this mosque contains a 
greaXet :nLXimbeT of costly curiosities than any other : for 
which it is indebted to its founder. Sultan Achmet, SLi0a^' 
ny others of l^e faithful, who followed his example. Vb 
only ornaments in it which I need menHon, consist of the 
'^ golden lamps presented to the mosqv^ by Dshafer Fa- 
sh^ governor of Abyssinia, richly studded with emeralds, 
and suspended by strong chains of gold. In this place is 
also preserved the last m-ess of the Caaba, called uie " no- 
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ble raiment,'' which the annual caravan brings back from 
its pilgrimage to Mecca, 

On the opposite side lies the hospital for the insane, where 
are to be found the remains of the cistern of Philoxenus. 
A wooden staircase descending from a court leads to this 
basin, which is supported on two hundred and twelve rude- 
W carved marble pillars. Passing along the street of 
Adrianopolis, where may be seen the remains of a pillar 
upon which a statue of Apollo once stood — and which is 
now called the burnt pillar, from its having been nearly de- 
stroyed by the many fires that have broken out in this quar- 
ter—and through several other narrow streets, we at length 
arrived at the Dscheami Suleimanie, which, according to 
external appearance, is the most beautiful building in Con- 
stantinople. The door stood open, and, protected by my 
companion, I ventured without a firman, to catch a glimpse 
of the interior. 

The chief cupola rests upon four columns of fine and 
highly polished granite, which are said to have been 
brought from the ruins of Troy. The whole structure is 
quadrangular ; and besides the chief cupola at each end, 
there are five smaller ones, which, with a number of glass 
windows, render this mosque lighter than others, wherein 
a solemn twilight generally prevails. The Suielmani6 was 
built at the command of Sultan Soliman the Second, in the 
year one thousand ^ye hundred and fifty, by the same 
ItaliaU/architect who erected the superb Selim's mosque, in 
Adrianople. It has on the. eastern side^ like other mosques, 
a sort of fore-court garden, and a portico with twenty-four 
porpbjpy and granite pillars; there are also cypresses, 
plantains, and playing fountains, Within the wall, with its 
nine doors, surrounding tiiis fore-qourt, there is a Turb6, 
(or imperial vault,) seventeen of which are to be found in 
Constantinople. These structures, of which I have already 
spoken when mentioning the Aja Sophia, present external- 
ly the figure of mosques in miniature. In this chapel re- 
pose Soliman the Second, his mother, Selim the Second, 
and Achmet the Second, with their children. Through the 
open windows, wiiich are furnished with golden lattices, 
the coffins may be seen above the earth, (Saunduca^) cov- 
ered with rich red velvet palls, whereupon verses firom the 
Koran are embroidered in gold. At the commencement of 
his reign, every Sultan sends such a pall to Medina, to be 
there spread over the grave of the prophet, and thus ren- 
dered sacred. On the death of the Sultan, it is brought 
back, and his coffin is covered with it. At the head of each 
there is a high turban with two diadems, and a rich shawl 
hangs down therefrom. The walls of the Turb6 are g^u- 

13 
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erally iSiced with porcelain or marble, upon which hdhr 
writings are inscribed. Ever-burning lamps are suspend' 
ed from tiie arch, and extinguished torches, reminding ns 
of the mythos of the ancients, surround the coffin. 

The " march of intellect" in Turkey has destroyed muofa 
that was interesting ; and among other things, the sanctu- 
ary of the Opium-eaters (or Theriaki.) In the vicinity of 
the Suleimani6 stood, some short time since, the booths 
where the Osmanlites of the old school, in the enjoyment 
of that poison, transplanted themselves for the space of an 
hour to the seventh heaven, enjo3dng in anticipation the 
hanpiness of paradise, and paying for such pleasure the 
saa price of awakening from a state of bliss to one of 
earthly phrensy and despair. I felt a great inclination to 
indulge for once in this luxury; but the small opium-houses 
were deserted and in ruins before me, having been destroy- 
ed by the Sultan's express command. Hollow-eyed beings, 
consisting merely of skin and bone, glided about the ra- 
ins of their sanctuaries, sighing for lost delights, and even 
despising the punch which their present sovereign had re- 
commended them by way of compensation. 

Through some uninteresting divisions of the town, the 
road led from the Suleimanie to the southwestern extrem- 
ity of the city, where the Castle of the Seven Towiers (called 
by the Turks JedictdS) stands upon the brink of the sea of 
Marmora. In the time of the Greek emperors, this build- 
ing consisted of four celebrated towers, called the €k>lden 
Gates, through which the triumphates entered. To these 
Mahomet the Second added three others, whence arose the 
present name.. Heaven, however, did not look favourably 
upon the addition, as by the shock of a severe earthquake, 
three of the towers were cast down, so that the original 
number ^lone is now left standing. 

Several of the Sultans have deposited their treasures 
here in security; and upon the breaking out of a war, the 
ambassadors of the hostile powers, being probably consid- 
ered as hostages, were formerly placed here in security 
also. With the exception of their liberty, these ambassadors 
wanted nothing; they were treated in a most distinguished 
manner, and with little caution or suspicion, as the follow- 
ing anecdote will tend to prove. The Russian ambassa- 
dor, M. von Bulgakow, who, during the last year of the 
preceding century, was, for some time, an inhabitant of the 
Seven Towers, discovered a safe and clever mode of re- 
ceiving intelligence from his friends on the exterior. Hav- 
ing a most extraordinary appetite for roast pig, his agents 
endeavoured by frequently sending him this dish, to gratify 
his wishes. The well known prejudice of the Turks against 
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pork made the then existing Janisffiries pass by themes-* 
sengrers with rapidity, without bestowing on them the re- 
quisite inspection. Had they but known that the stuffing 
of the little animal consisted of important letters, they would 
not probably have hesitated as to his dissection. But, as 
I have before remarked, the Turks are a kindlf people, 
and very little prone to suspicion. "Allah kerim!" tney 
would exclaim : "if ITe had wished that the correspondence 
should be discovered, some mtrocZ^ would doubtlessly have 
exposed the inside of the pig to light !" 

A high wall surrounds the castle, which now consists of 
two coiurts. In the first are the dwelling-houses of several 
Turkish officials with their families, near the guard-house 
of the militarv, who are daily relieved afler the European 
fashion. In the second stand one large and several small 
houses, which formerly constituted the aJt)ove-named pri- 
son, but now, I believe, they are unoccupied. The towers 
and houses are covered with copper, psdnted blue^ which, 
with the green of the trees within and without the walls. 
forms an agreeable contrast. The entrance is closed 
against strangers ; but from an adjoining churchyard, a 
sight may be obtained of the two courts ; and from the ,. 
same spot the view extends over the castle, and the deep 
blue sea of Marmora, to the distant Prince Islands. 

We continued our course within the city as far as the 
gate Navoli Capu, which leads to the sea of Marmora, 
where a caique awaited to convey us along the shore, 
round the point of the Seraglio, back to the haven of Top- 
hana. There is a paved road between the sea and city^ 
walls, which are about twenty paces from the shore. The 
walls, as far as they constitute the fortifications of ancient 
Byzantium, are of granite, the separate blocks being united 
by a mortar which time has hardened into stone. What 
Mahomet tiie Second and his successor have added is 
rough and unfinished, being built of common stone ; but 
amongst these additions unfortunately there are the re- 
mains of some marble and porphyry pillars, that once 
helped to add to the splendour of the celebrated citv. 

The following short extract from the celebrated Winkel- 
man's History of the Arts of the Ancients, will prove the 
magnificence that was formerly bounded by the shores of 
the t\iro se&s *~— 

^ In Constantinople, and there only, some relics still re- 
mained spared after the general destruction in Greece and 
Rome. At Constantinople, even as late as the eleventh 
century, stood die Pallas of the isle of Lindns, carved by 
Scnrllus and Depoenus, sculptors of the timeof Cjrrus; there 
%^iBted there also, about the same time, that wonder of 
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art, the Olympian Japiter of Phidias; the beautiful Venus 
of Cnidus, from the chisel of Praxiteles ; Lysippus's fa- 
mous group, called the Statue of Opportunity, and a Juno 
of Samos, by the same sculptor. All these were probably 
destroyed on the conquest of the city by the forces under 
Baldinn at the commencement of me thirteenth century, 
for we well know that the statues of bronze were then 
melted down and coined into money." 

Thus art and its creations moulder and are destroyed ! 
But nature, ever fresh, still blooms and flourishes here in 
all her luxuriance, warmed by a glowing sun. and placidly 
smUing at the boisterous storms of time. And did even 
Byzantium tie in one vast pUe of ruins, two seas would still 
water here a terrestrial paradise. Nothing, indeed, can be 
compared with the commanding situation of Constantino- 
ple. It is not necessary to seeX a spot whence this impe- 
rial city and its vicinity may delight the eye. From every 
point a thousand charms present themselves. To an an- 
cient heathen, it might seem as if nature had planted a 
beautifid garden for the gods around this extraordinary 
Mty> Encircled by an amphitheatre of hills, it fairly en- 
chants the intoxicated gaze of the traveller with the innu- 
i merable and curious forms of its golden cupolas, towers. 
. minarets, glittering palaces, and variegated houses, fronted 
\j7ith ealleries ana balconies. If the eye wanders towards 
the siRery mirror of the sea, which on all sides meets it, we 
fancy we can perceive a magic picture rise from out the 
waves. It hs impossible to turn from this bewitching pan- 
orama, for we feel as though it were a dream that would 
quickly vanish. And yet it is a reality too beautifiil to be 
ifnagined--so indescribably charmine, that the eye might 
repose almost for ever on it without fatigue. 



CHAPTER XXX. 



The Seraglio— The High and Sublime Porte— Iteforma in Court-EtiQuette- The 
Janiaarles— The gates of Bliss— The Hall of Audienee— The Sultan's Throne— 
The Saloon of noble Garments— The Treasures of the SuUan -The Barem. 
or House of Delight— Female Barracks— Saloon of Visiters— The Hyacinth and 
Tulip Gardens— The Ttilip Festival "/•cmw ana 

That portion of the strand which winds round the Serag- 
lio is prohibited to strangers. Here silence reigns, unin- 
terrupted save by the footsteps or call of the sentries, who 
pace oetween the cannons placed upon the stone parapet 
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From tile wall, whioh is sarrounded by stronc towaps near 
to each other, eight gates lead to the sea, wmch are only 

Xned to the Grand Seignior or some of his highest dig- 
iries. Those two sides of the triangle formed by the 
Seraglio, which face the harbour and the sea of Marmora, 
are about a lei^e lonff;. the third side lies opiiosite the 
Mosque of St Sophia. Towards the Propontis stands the 
harem of the women, a lofiy and imposmg building the 
windows of which are rendered impervious to the gaze of 
strangers by Venetian blinds. 

Althou^ the encircling wall is high, a ffieat portion of 
the Seraglio may be seen, as its structure nses upon irreg- 
ular terraces. Mosques with their tall minarets, baths, 
palaces, fountains jutting their streams into the air, and 
kiosks — amongst which, especially, the splendid Sepetds- 
chiier and Jalli-kiosks may be distinguished — succeed each 
other without any regular order; the whole being encom- 
passed by gardens planted with light green trees and dark 
cypresses, through which the gilded crescent may be seen 
to glitter, indicating the traveller's locality. Splendour and 
simplicity are here combined, and the stranger is unwil- 
ling to tear himself from this unusual scene, as it con- 
stantly develops fresh attractions, wlien the sun, sinking 
behind the green hills, sheds his last rays, crimsoning 
therewith the heavens, the earth, and sea. The silence which 
then reigns throughput tbiscity of the Seraglio (inhabited 
by six thousand human beings) is broken only by the long 
resounding tone of the Imam, as, from the minaret, he 
summons the faithful to prayers ; or from the grove may 
be heard the nightingale's soft notes, or the twang of a 
^tar from the 'golden prison of some elegant kiosk vibra- 
ting over the smooth sea. 

So much that is contradictory has been said of the Sul- 
tan's residence, that a European can form no correct 
idea of it I will here, therefore, state what I partly saw, 
and partly heard from well informed persons on the spot 
The Serai, or as strangers call it, the Seraglio, occupies the 
extreme point of Europe, which here stretches itself like a 
cape into the sea of Marmora, as if it were extending a 
hand to Asia. It is the spot where Byzantium stood on its 
first foundation. The name Serai, literallv interpreted, 
means palace, whereas Europeans coounonly understand 
by it the apartments of the females, thus mistaking a part 
for the whole :— not only the Sultan, but every Turtdsh 
grandee, has his Serai, in which the harem, (or apartments 
of the females) is included. It struck me as remarkable 
that, at St Petersburgh, the buildings in courtyards which 
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are used as cairiage and wood houses, aro ci^^d Serai, 
and thus this august name is not a little desecrated* 

We have already spoken of the " High and Sublime 
Porte." It is the central point of the entire Osmanlee Gov- 
ernment—the focus from which the rays of the sparkling 
sunfilhe familiar epithet of the Sultan) are distributed over 
the Empire of the Moslems. The building of the Porte took 
place in the year 1467, during the reign of Mahomet the 
Second. Besides the description already given of the in- 
terior of the first court, we have still to notice the little 
Porte on the right side, which leads to an open space with- 
in the enclosure of the Seraglio, and is called Gtklchane — 
being the spot where the imperial pages practise their gym- 
nastic exercises. Nothing now remains of the silver statue 
ofEudoxia, the consort of the Emperor Arcadius, which 
stood upon a porphyry column in the first court of that 
monarch's palace. Some years ago, when the tomb of the 
Holy Nepomuk, supported by four large silver angels, was 
shown to me in the church upon the madschen at Prague, 
the custodier, a jesting fellow, informed me that formerly 
there were Jive such angels, but that one had been removed 
to tiie mint at Vienna. Perhaps the silver Eudoxia has re- 
ceived a similar transmission to the mint at Constantinople. 
In noticing the second gate, and the interior of tlie second 
court, it may be as well to mention that, beneath the long 
arched gate, there is a door leading to the apartments of 
one of the most important ministers of justice in the Sera- 
glio, namely, the ea:ecutioner^^who, under this gateway, 
usually performs his office. Until the period when the pres- 
ent Sultan commenced his reforms— ^wing to which the 
ambassadors of foreien powers have been treated with 
more consideration — tney were obliged, on going to an au- 
dience in the interior of the Seraglio, not only to alight 
from their horses at Orta Kapu, which is still the case, but 
to wait for half an hour, seated upon the wooden bench of 
the guards, close to the door of the executioner, until it 
pleased the Sultan to- admit them into his presence ; a for- 
mality which much annoyed many of these diplomatists, 
and is now removed. 

Through the passage which leads to the saloon of the 
divan, the reader has ahready followed me; and on the 
right there is an avenue of trees leading to a long building, 
wherein no less than nine cooks are employed K>r the use 
of the Sultan, his ladies, and some of the superior officials 
of the Seragho. There are likewise dining-rooms, and a 
laboratonr where the sherbet is prepared. In front of the 
kitchens is a place where the Janisaries, in proof of being 
satisfied with the government, used to attack the dishes of 
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jrilftQ (rioe.) The more contented they were^ the more ihey 
deroiired ; and the fuller the stomachs of these soldiers 
were crammed, the more smiling was the comitenance of 
the Sultan — as ne then felt convinced that his throne did 
not totter, and that his head was firmly fixed upon his 
shoulders. 

Along the central avenue is a road to the Gates of Bliss, 
(BabiseaditO at which both black and wiiite eunuchs stand 
on guard. Through this blessed entrance, the sides where- 
of are hung with golden swords, shields, and brocade, the 
ambassadors are conducted to the hall of audience ; and 
many travellers have already described under what humil- 
iating ceremonies and excessive genuflexions this audience 
takes place. 

The throne of the Sultan, glittering with jewels and gold, 
does not stand opposite the entrance to the hall of au- 
dience, but on one side of that apartment, which is lighted 
only by a single window, admitting no more light than 
sufficient to increase its brilliancy; and softer than the 
murmur of the fountains which play before the window, 
are the words which are exchanged during the audience. 
This is the last point on this side, to which Europeans are 
permitted to advance. The remainder of the Seraglio re- 
sembles the interior of Africa, in so far as its being, gene- 
rally speaking, known only to the inhabitants. Neverthe- 
less, intelligence from the very interior of the Sultan's seat, 
has reached the ears of unbelievers, through the works of 
certain historians of the Eastern Empire, from which we 
learn, that in the third or innermost court of the Seraglio, 
are the several apartments pf the Padischah and his court 
with the library, mosques, fountains, baths, and kiosks, ana 
the Harem, properly so called ; and contiguous to this wo- 
man's prison, is another, called Schimsherlik, wherein the 
princes of the blood are confined until they respectively 
ascend the throne. 

The most celebrated apartment of the Sultan, and to 
which a silver door leads, is the Cheraki sherife Adasi, (the 
saloon of noble garment) In it are found the costly relics 
of the Prophet's mantle, ensign^ staff, sword, and bow, as 
well as shields and swords ofnis companions in arms. In 
reverence for the contents of this saloon, Sultan Mahomet 
the First embellished it at an expense of a hundred thou- 
sand ducats, and it consequently glitters with a perfect re- 
fulgence of gold and silver. The mantle, composed simply 
of ught black woollen stufi^ is somewhat less valuable than 
the silver chest wherein it is preserved, which weighs no 
less than seventy-eight thousand drachms. We cannot 
long doubt which would be the curiosity most esteemed by 
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a CfaristiaiL were the choice left to hi&L Some learned in- 
quirers maintain, that these Mahomedan relics were ori- 
ginally Christian, and that ^e mantle of the Prophet had 
previously been the raiment of the Virion Mary ; the flag^ 
identicaUy the same which Constantine received direct 
from heaven with these words upon it — "By this sign wilt 
thou conquer ;" whereas, the inscription now is ^' Allah il 
Allah, a Mahomet, resOl illah," (God is Qod, and Mahomet 
his Prophet;) whilst with the staff of Mahomet, Moses is 
affirmed to have already performed his miracles in the 
desert I leave to the reader to credit as much of these 
things as he pleases. 

I &all not speak in detail of the building Chasner, which 
lies also in this court, and contains, in four vaults, the pri- 
vate treasures of the Sultan; for in these miserable times 
it would but osteite envious feelings. 

To the right and left of the ^Gates of Bliss," are the 
dwellings of the two chiefs of black and white eunuchs, the 
first of whom is called the Aga of the House ; the other, the 
Aga of the Gate of Bliss, vmich name sounds somewiiat 
ironically with reference to its besurer. With more truth, 
the harem itself is denominated, " Dari seadet,'' (the House 
of Delight) Of Christians, physicians alone have pene- 
trated thus far, and satisfied have they returned, only in- 
deed with regard to their purses ; the Sultan on tha^t point 
not allowing nimself to be called a niggard. ThisTDari 
seadet) forms the winter dwelling of the women ; K>r in 
spring and autumn they occupy another building in the 
vicinity, and close to the sea-side, (Top Kapu, or Cannon 
gate.) The court gardener, (an Austrian,) has procured 
the introduction of several Europeans into the Top Kapu, 
and thus afforded them an opportunity of inspecting the 
building ; but this only during the winter or summer months, 
consequently, not at a time when the true flowers of tihe 
harem were olooming there in all their loveliness. 

Close to this latter edifice, is the Eriwan-kiosk, the high- 
est in Constantinople, which the traveller views' with eager 
eyes, but at a respectful distance, whilst he himself is be- 
ing scrutinized by the beautiful peepers of the women who 
are Inhabitants of it— It is a pity that no telescope has yet 
been invented, with which one could look from Pera through 
the thick blinds, into the sanctuary of this kiosk. Attach- 
ed to this new portion of the Seraglio, and lying next the 
sea, are the smaJl apartments, on me ground floor, of the 
Sultaness Walidi, (Sultaness mother,) built by Mahomet 
the First 

In an upper story of the palace is the saloon of the 
throne, for the reception of company, with the suite of 
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state apartments belonging to the Sultan, and th6 new mar- 
ble kiosk* We will here give a full description of the sa- 
loon of visiters, which is divided in the middle by steps 
and a golden balustrade, reachins from the floor to the 
ceiling, and thus separating the half into a superior and an 
inferior portion. In the lower one beautiml slaves go 
through their various dances, which the Sultan views from 
the upper part, where perhaps he occasionally conceals 
himself with some favourite behind the curtains of the lat- 
tice. Besides this, the whole of the apartment is lined with 
mirrors which renect in every direction the elegant forms 
and movements of the dancers. Perhaps these dances 
could not be adopted in the ballet of European theatres — 
although we hare seen, at Paris and Berlin, in the Revolt of 
the Harem, female dancers, splashing in real water, and, 
clothed in nesh-coloured elastic dresses, presenting the very 
semblance of unsophisticated nature. 

The marble kiosL resting npon twelve pillars of beauti- 
ful green marble, exhibits itself in all its ma^ificence when 
viewed from the sea ; from its interior, which is decorated 
with the most costly furniture, it commands a grand view 
of that terrestial paradise— the shores of the Bosphorus. 

The internal arrangements of the harem comprise a sa- 
loon three hundred feet long and forty-five feet broad, lon- 
gitudinally divided by variegated partitions in which the 
women keep the articles of their toilet There are sofas 
placed between the windows, in each division of the sa- 
loon, on which the favourite slaves of the Sultan, who be- 
come so from their beaufy alone, repose. The whole re- 
sembles a kind of female barrack, the inmates of which 
are three hundred and sixty-five lovely women ; and for 
the accommodation of such a number the sofas are adapted. 

The interior space of this part of the Sers^o, which is 
enclosed by buildings, is planted with C3rpresses, and tulip 
and hyacinth beds, wnence it is distinguished into the Cy- 
press, Tulip, and Hyacinth gardens. The second is orna- 
mented with terraces, and has in its centre a basin of wa- 
ter, surrounded by marble balustrades. Here the feast of 
tubps is celebrated, which consists of the dances and gam- 
bols of beautiful Odalik slaves, who, as they glide through, 
the mazes of flowers, must render the scene truly enchant- 
ing. The usual abode of the Sultan is contiguous to the 
garden of hyacinths, in the anterior apartment of which 
lere is a collection of valuable articles of virtu. In the 
principal state apartment, (the walls of which are covered 
with golden arras, studded with brilliants.) three golden 
cages hang from the ceiling, in which artifioial singing- 
birds are placed ; and in tiie centre is a very large tandonr 
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(«liov«) liehly gilt and surroanded by costly divans. Over 
the door leading to the baths, is the following inscription, 
which affords some testimony of the religious feeimg' of 
the Turks :-^ 

In God alone is my confidence : 
He oolf preeerves me in my dolnge. 

Amongst the numerous objects of attraction, there is 
another garden besides those already described, which 
descends by terraces and steps to the sea. Here also are 
sparkling fountains and kiosks ; from one of the latter (a 
beautiful round building, decorated without and within in 
the most tasteful manner) an extensive view is enjoyed 
over both sea and land. 



CHAPTER XXXI. 

The Watchmen of Constantinople.— Confiagration of the City In 1633.— The Sol- 
tan's Presence at Urea.— Redress of Grievances.— Means of resctUng Goods 
tmm Fire.— Vows of the Denises.— The Mewlewians.— SiMrolar Ceremonies. 
—The Pera Ladies.— The Tandor^— The Nobility of Pera.— The Sultan and the 
■ Mr Italian. 

DuBiNG my fbrst stay in Constantinople, the watchmen of 
the night frequently disturbed me with their customary sig- 
nal, which consists in striking forcibly upon the pavement 
with large sticks tipped with iron. This as effectual^ 
chased from me the God of Dreams as our German watch- 
men often do with their shrill voices. One night, fktigued 
by my day's excursion, I had sunk into slumber, when 
these gentry aroused me with that most terrific cry, (Ian- 
gin war !) Fire, fire ! From my own window, which look- 
ed upon the long street I saw moving masses of people, 
but no appeai*aiice of flames, which somewhat tranqidl- 
lized my fears. It is scarcely two years since the whole 
of Pera (with the exception of some churches and the 
palace of the Austrian embassy), was burnt down; and 
although I was anxious to see all the curiosities of Con- 
«tantinople, yet a fire in my vicinity would have been any 
thing but agreeable. From the windows of the saloo^ 
however, which commanded a view of the harbour of Con- 
stantinople, the fire (which had brok^ out in the Fanar) 
could be distincay seen. The night was intensely dark, 
and the flames (reflected firom the surface of the water j 
wrapt the city in one immense blaze of light— thus forming 
an interesting, thou£[h an awful spectacle. 

On this occasion I would willingly have hastened to the 
spot where the fire was, but prudence restrained me from 
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ventorine so far from my hotel, without a goard, into the 
midst or a crowd of infidels. I therefore continued to sit 
at the window, at a respectful distance, with my pipe in 
my mouth, contemplating the scene before me. In less 
than an hour, the unnatural glare had vanished^ and Con- 
stantinople was some few houses the poorer. The whole 
was a tnfle, in fact, compared to the conflagration of 1633, 
when seventy thousand houses fell a prey to the flames. 
That fire may easily commit such devastation in Con- 
stantinople is no wonder, since the buildings consist chiefly 
of wood ; moreover the inhabitants, always referring to 
their belief in fatality, and ejaculating '^ Allan kerim I" (God 
is merciful,) sufier the mischief to spread in every direc- 
tion, without making any effort to stay its progress. Repe- 
tition of the above words suffices to console the Turts^ 
who, with their pipes in their mouths, stand coolly and 
tranquilly looking on. This is indeed a fatal instance of 
superstition. When extensive fires break out, it is the 
duty of the Sultan to be in person on the spot, since to him 
is ascribed the power of being able by magic to put a stop 
to the raging element This magic, however, simply con- 
sists in the Grand Seignior going into some house in the 
vicinity, and when, under the pretext of protecting his sa- 
cred person, his suite cause the houses immediately sur- 
rounding the conflagration, to be pulled down — when, 
generally, the fire, being deprived of fuel, ceases to spread 
further. Besides, it is only upon the appearance of the 
Sultan, that the firemen with the engines assemble, in 
expectation of the present which he always gives on these 
occasions. Until they see the money, they find ''Allah 
kerim" most convenient^ and do nothing. 

It may be as well to inform the reader, that upon such 
occasions tlie Sultan is ob^ged to hear complaints against 
the oppressions of his officials, and even of himselfl If the 
government have given cause of umbrage, it generally 
happens that the populace set fire to a spot, in order that 
they may uninterruptedly speak with the Sultan. The 
orators on these occasions are generally women; and 
their speech is so convincingj that the Sultan willingly prom- 
ises them redress, in order to be freed from their clam- 
ours. They have also an original mode of clearing off 
the spot those things saved from the fire. Carts are never 
thought of in these narrow streets, but every thine is car- 
ried away upon long poles by the chamels— 4hu8 they call 
their porters, who form'^here a distinct class. From six to 
I twelve porters are oflen required, who convey away a 
great number of things, and are all tied together by a rope, 
mat neither one nor the other shall escape with any pil- 
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fer*d article. .^X^S^'^^L^^ ^ J^a'Tce 5$ 
ened a stuflfed P^lioXL^ it is rf^t incredible what im- 
look any thing but 8t'««8'l*,f-Steto convey. I once saw 
S'XInlfSder^Sf S"«S'^w^^ -om have re- 
quired at least «>"■"«" i^'|rXcathoUc Church, has its 
Islamism, as well as ^« „^°'y r^^n vows : the number 

religious ordere, f I'J*^ «'«S^*'^e of w^^h are indeed 
of tW extends to thn^^reejome ot wn ^ ^^ ^^ 

opportunity, at a banquet of the ^Is Effe«J^ ^'^^^ 

*~The%*^^Td5nciiTDtfS-calledMewlewys, 1 have 
mJJSlf&d during Lir reli^ons ««;««« «;3^^°''„a^ 

Frank harfi^ admittance. This chapel « ro^nfm the 
mWdle' there is also another circle surrounded byab^; 

Sttade on the outside of which,, the !»?«>»«« JJ^^^fj^ 
nraver— namatz. In the inner circle, the Dervises coUe^ 
&ffiinTongwoollendarkraiment,and weanng on^teir 

heads a high sharp-pointed cap, m the shape ol a su^r 
loaf whicfis callerfKulah. There «aay be seen MMng 

SKautiful but uniformly pale <=o^^^f^?^3'^^Z. 
^r, i<s ovnrp«s<3prl ft wild enthusiasm. At nrst, a snori i>ei 
SfonV^eThed by a SheTh, which is followed by a melo- 
dious sbng from the Dervises, accompanied by flutes. 
Thw then move in couples round the circle, with their 
heSbenltothe g'o«n<^ ""^er the guidance of two tead- 
*rs whose high kulah is wound round with a white Dana 
l^k m^ of dignity. They aU turn three times round, 
whnTftetwo leaTere squat lown in the Turkish fashion in 
ttiat part of the chapel nearest to Mecca. Now begins tt^eir 
Klar dance; tfie Dervises casting away theu: out»r 
robes, stand up in broad dark-green «a5«°ents reaching to 
the knees. One of them stepping forth with closed eyes, 
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and spreading his arms out, tarns upon his ri^ knee with 
rapidity; a second then performs the same evohition, and 
then omers, until the whole company are twirled round liJce 
a set of mad people. During this motion, the air spreading 
out ti^eir gowns gives them a most ludicrous appearance. 
These circumvolutions last about ten minutes, when sud- 
denly the whole choir stand still and firm, wimout giddi- 
ness, and cast themselves to the earth, their faces turned 
towards Mecca : thus repeating a short prayer, they then 
all spring up again, revolving in like manner. One leader, 
durins the ceremony, goes round to see if the gentlemen 
all twist upon the rignt heel and upon one spot Whoever 
diverges herefrom, receives for his neglect a severe reprooH 
At IsM, all the Dervises kiss the hands of their leaders, and 
march quietly towards their beautiful cloister in the vicin- 
ity of the chapel. It is wrong, perhaps, to laugh at the re- 
ligious ceremonies of others, but the sight or this turning 
and twisting is so comical that I could not possibly suppress 
a smile. 

Most of the inhabitants of Pera, descendants of the Geno- 
ese, are of the Catholic refigion. Hence, a great number of ' 
Monks, of different orders, have accumulated there in sev- 
eral monasteries ; and when one sees the streets filled with 
a multitude of idling Franciscans. Capuchins, dkc, it is dif- 
ficult to believe one's self to be in the capital or the unbeliev^ 
ers. The peal of bells for the several cloisters and churches 
continues almost all day long; and if we are to judge of 
the inhabitants of Pera, from their regular attendance at 
church, we should feel inclined to consider them pious, al- 
though I saw the confessional always filled with repentant 
sinners, and especially of the female sex. 

The costume of the ladies of Pera is copied from that of 
the French ; yet the immense head-dress, a sort of turban 
or hat, which they all wear, and the pantaloons which in- 
Quisitively peep forth beneath their gowns, are after the 
fashion of the East The constant filthiness of the streets 
of Pera compels the ladies to cover their pretty feet with a 
species of calosh, in which two six-inch stilts are placed, 
one at the heel the other at the toe, which necessarily im- 
pede their walking, and oblige us to be more indulsent to- 
wards the charming pedestrians should they fall. Cfver the 
stone pavement of the churches, the ladies pass along with 
these noisy shoes to their seats, where, they throw from 
them their cumbrous feet-protectors, ana spnnging upon a 
high narrow bench, with pious downcast looks listen to mass. • 

The languages, customs, and manners of almost all Eu- 
ropean nations are observable in Pera. The stranger first 
remarks this in the number of tongues, which here, as at 
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fhe buildiiig of Babel, nre spoken. These are easOv and 
quickly learnt bv the Franks who have long resided here. 
There are amiable females, who may be wooed in Italian, 
Frencb^ English, Turkish, Greek, Russian, Armenian, or 
Arabic. French and Italian, are, however, the languages 
usually spoken in the higher circles, which being compo- 
sed of a great many diplomatists, and of the aristocratical 
inhabitants of Pera, are as fascinating and agreeable as in 
any other ci^ in Elurope. Dancing is passionately follow- 
ed, and the carnival offers in this rei^ct the gpreatest treat 
If, among the natives of Pera, that wit is wanting by which 
the ladies of the families of the ambassadors are distin- 
guished, they certainly cultivate the art of making love 
more than they do any other art or science, and the chro- 
nique scandaleuse is on this topic by no means silent A 
chief part in this amusement is played by the Tandur^ 
which is here used as a substitute for the stove and fire- 
place. This consists of a table covered with a rich carpet, 
which reaches to the floor, and under which stands a pe- 
culiarly constructed basin filled with hot coals. This Tan- 
dur is generally placed in a comer of the room before a 
sofa upon which the company recline, and drawing up the 
carpet to the neck, the heat from the basin is difiused 
throughout the body. 

The inhabitants of Pera are very proud of their Geno- 
ese nobility, and many names figure here of once celebrar 
ted Italian families. Indeed, the majority are poor enough, 
whence they take infinite trouble to be appointed dragomen 
or interpreters to some embassy or another. These offices 
are more important than might at first sight be thought, as 
the Ambassador, in his transactions with the Porte, is obli- 
ged whoUy to depend upon them. Their consciences are 
not usually the most delicate, but, in fac^ let on hire to the 
best bidders. It therefore follows, that the Ambassador, 
in paying the salary, must outrival the Porte, in ovder to 
have the gentleman wholly to himself, and not for and 
against him at the same time, as has more than once hap- 

gened. Other nobles of Pera, who have not succeeded in 
ecoming dragomen, are satisfied with being each the cam>- 
miasioner of an Ambassador for every description of busi- 
ness i so that the Si^or to-dav is running i^ut to pur- 
chase ten pounds ofwax candles for a fete, and to-morrow, 
he sneaks into this or that high dignitary of the Porte, as 
political under-agent, to spy out somethmg advantageous 
for his master. 

The present Sultan, who has made so many innovations, 
frequently repairs to Pera, principally to visit the eldest of 
the diplomatic body, the Danish Ambassador, M. Von 
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HfftMKstiy whose fktfaer, and I believe his grandfi&flier, was 
Charge d'Affaires at the Porte. He himself was bom at 
Pera, and was never absent from the shores of the Bospho^ 
ms. Thus the Sultim considers M. Von Hobsch as one of 
his own faithful Constantinopolitans, independent of his 
diplomatic functions; and as far as Turkish etiquette will 
a<unit, is on a friendly footing with him. The sister, as 
well as the two daughters of the Ambassador, are very mu- 
sical ; tiie Sultan a great lover of music ; and hence it is 
that he protracts his visits for hours. The ladies, also born 
here, are &miliarly acquainted with the Turkish language, 
and— as I was assured by an ear-witness— the conversa- 
tion on both sides is not deficient in esprit. 

During one of these visits to Pera^ the Sultan saw the 
dau^ter of M. Tolomei, proprietor or the Hotel d'Europe, 
in wnich I lodged. This voung lady, who possesses beau- 
^ of the first orderjinthrailed the Grand Seignior to such a 
ocgree, that he offered the fktiier enormous sums, if he 
would allow his daughter to become an inhabitant of the 
harem. Both father and daughter, resolute Christians, de- 
cisively rejected these advances^ and the latter at last left 
for Leghorn, where she is now said to remain. The Sultan, 
who really loved the maiden,- is reported to have sunk for 
some tune into a species of melancholy, in consequence of 
his unsuccessful wooing, (to him so novel a thing,) and al- 
though he doubtless hsSi the power to carry off the beauty 
by fierce, he was yet hi^minded enough to despise this 
means, nor has the father ever been exposed to the revenge 
of an offended lover. 
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BaUgioiM lV>lflnil0iiof fhe Tnxte— The Greek Metropolitan Chnrcli— Tbe San- 
day of the Tmfc*— Onnd Prooenloa of the Saltan to the ]loaqae--'Oriental 
Btoth»— The Barbera—Painfol method of Shaving— Stiunikur Bqiupetea of the 
Ladiea— Hie Language of Flowera— Intrigae»— Faneral Ceremoiuea. 

Thb Christians cannot at present complain of a want of 
titration on the part of the Turks, since, as has been al- 
ready remariced, a mass of Christian monks reside in Pera 
quite undisturbed. In the long street, there are three Cath- 
olic churches, among which, that of St Maria is distin- 
guished by its splendour. Even the bells (which was 
not formerly allowed) sound loudly and shrill, calling the 
fiutiifiil Christians to prayer. The only restriction is, that 
the churches must not be built facing the street They are 
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all entered tbrongh a oourtvard— and, Pera being as it 
were built in terraces, by descending flights of marble 
steps. The singing in these churches is not agreeable : it 
is as if the Ca&ohcs had taken a pattern from the ear- 
rending nasal screeching— for it cannot be called singings 
—of the Greeks. 

Upon a visit of business, which carried me to^Fanar, I 
entered the Greek Metropolitan church which is seated 
there; it is an old dismal-lookin|^ building, which presents 
litUe that is estimable, either in its interior or exterior ar- 
chitecture. There is exhibited here, as a veiy revered 
relic, a piece of a pillar of verde antico^ upon which, it is 
said, Cmist was whipped. The two other corresponding 
pieces are at Rome and Jerusalem. To what samts, two 
skulls, nailed up with tin nails, belonged, I did not take 
the trouble to ascertain— this kind of ornament being of 
but little interest to me. What chieflv attracted my notice 
in this church was, some beautiful Madonna heads in mo- 
saic — ^according to all appearance a very ancient piece of 
art Opposite the archiepiscopal throne^ are the chairs of 
the Hospodars of Wallachia and Moldavia. He who may 
be interested about those principalities, may be referred 
to the so-called " Wallachian palace^-Vlah Serai," a large 
but rather clumsy building, not far from the cathedraL 

As it would be Friday — ^the Sunday of the Turks— I re- 
solved to take boat next day across to Constantinople^ ^ 
that I might see'^e Sultan, face to face, on his way to the 
mosque. He every Friday visits a different mosqu^ either 
in Constantinople or the suburbs ; where he would go on 
this occasion, 1 did not know, and I therefore went myself 
to a coffee-house in the vicinity of the Pofte, whence I 
could conveniently make my observations. It was all ani- 
mation around the Seraglio ; the black and white eunuchSj 
bostandschi's, court-officials, and the regular military, 
were in motion. The latter formed a chain from the gate 
of the Seragiio, to the chosen mosque ; at some distance 
from each omer, military bands were placed. 

At last, about eleven, the procession approached. It 
was commenced by a species of court-jesters, in fantas- 
tic costume, appro{Hiate to no country under the sun; on 
different parts of their dress, and on the short staff which 
swung in their hands, were small tinkling bells. When 
the procession passed the gate of the Seraglio, the impe- 
rial band. played..a. m arch of Donize tti, which is known 
and admired m thelGTasl, as well as in Italy, by the name 
of the '^ Sultan's march." To enumerate masters and 
slaves among the suite, would be a long and fruitless task, 
especially as Turkish titles are still more variously com* 
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poundM than Gennan ones. I only know tiiat tiie Impe* 
rial cooks (Balladschi) followed the fools with high, brown 
pointed caps ; then came the Kislar Aga on horseback^- 
the chief of the black eunuchs — who was followed by his 
comrades, both black and white, all resembling their chie^ 
whose acquaintance I had had the honour of making some 
time before in the Serafflio. I also observed the Grand 
Vizier, then the Reis Effendi (Minister of foreign affairs,) 
and the other Gri»idees of the Empire. At last the Sultan 
himself appeared, upon a splendid i^rfaitgjLxabiein horse. 
He has a fine expressive head, with a thick beard descend- 
ing to the breast, which beard, sacrificing to vanity, he 
has had stained to a j ej black colour, i n order to chive 
away all signs of the siiow of approaching winter. His 
costume consists of a blue hussar jacket with golden tas- 
sels and lace, tight blue pantaloons also decorated with 
gold, and descending into short black boots, whereto small 
spurs were attached. B3r his side he had a costly cimeter, 
and the simple red fez with a blue tassel was on his head. 
A dark, violet carbonari cloak was thrown lightly over his 
shoulder, in consequence of the dismal rainy weather, but 
so placed that the dress was but slightly concealed. A 
long suite of pages and court domestics, among whom 
were recognised me never-failing pipe-bearers, &c^ closed 
the procession. 

The Sultan greeted the people on each side courteously, 
but his nods were more friendly and familiar, as he passea 
the small knot of Russian officers amongst whom I stood. 
About an hour afterwards, we proceeded further into the 
city, to be present at a still more remarkable scene, which 
is generally connected with the return from the mosque. 
In a warehouse, that transversely crosses the end of a long 
street, the Sultan sat quite alone, smoking a pipe in perfect 
tranquiUity. His suite and the military were so disposed 
in the two passages, on each side, which led into this main 
street, that they were not visible — somewhat like actors be- 
hind the scenes, ^g.^^ th? fiovfirftign avaitPt^ t>^ r/rm- 
pl ai nts a nd petltipn a oT the populace, who. however, as far 
as I saw, either from content, or fear of tne armed escort, 
were sparing in their addresses. After making a rich pres- 
ent to the possessor of the warehouse, which had served 
for royal occupation during half an hour, the Sultan again 
mounted his splendid steeo^ and rode back to the Sera^^o. 

As the life of the Turk revolves through pipe, coffee, 
harem, and baths, we will introduce a few words upon llie 
latter. Their arrangement is perfectly suited to the sensual 
character of the Orientals : we first enter a room, by the 
walls of which comfortable divans are placed for repose ; 
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here the bathers undress, and go naked^wilh fhe exceplioa 
of a small apron round the waist, and wooden sandak on 
the feet, with the domestic of the bath, equipped in the 
same manner, into the bath itself which consists of a spa- 
cious saloon, the floor and walls whereof in superior estab- 
lishments, consist of marble. The ceiling is an arched 
cupola, lumished with a multitude of windows. The hot, 
damp atmosphere, which fills the entire saloon, and which 
is produced by water being sprinkled upon a highly heated 
floor, one thinks at first impossible to bear, but the Turks 
speedily accustom themselves thereto. In the centre of 
this saloon, is a square marble elevation less hot tiian the 
floor itself. Upon, this the bather sits, and the domestic, 
whose hands are covered with rough woollen gloves, now 
rubs and kneads the whole body, even down to the toes, 
with great agility. A slight blow in the neck is the signu 
that this process is completed. Hence he is conducted to 
a niche (several of which surround the saloon) which is 
supplied with urns, out of which hot or cold water are pro- 
cured at pleasure, to wash off the perspiration. He men 
returns to the first-mentioned room, and reclines upon a 
sofa, where pipes and coffee are already placed. The 
exhaustion that now succeeds — ^the species of tranquillify 
of soul and body—- exceeds every thing in its sensual volup- 
tuousness. Thus an hour is passed, or perhaps longer, 
until this exhaustion is succeeded by new energy and a 
fireshly excited state. In front of each bath, as before the 
mosques, a great multitude of slippers and boots are al- 
ways to be found. Every Turk, namely, leaves his boots 
or shoes behind, that he may not soil the carpets, or deU- 
ca'tely variegatea Eg3rptian mats, which are usually spread 
in mosques and elegant apartments ; and he enters the in- 
terior with merely his yellow leather sandals, which are at- 
tached to the pantaloons. I have often wondered how 
every individual contrives, immediately, and, as it were, 
instinctively, to find his own slippers or boots amongst the 
hundreds thrown together. Did not the sport stand a 
chance of being very quickly turned into earnest, it would 
afford a burlesque scene to scatter and intermingle them. 
Shaving is a sort of half bath. As a sign of a barber's 
shop, a long handkerchief waves in front of the apartment. 
It is supplied on two sides with broad wooden seats. The 
third is occupied by the hearth for heating water; the 
fourth consists wholly of windows and glass doors, in or- 
der to have plenty of light The customer seats himself 
upon one of the benches, while the barber squats down 
with crossed legs before him, and then commences with 
considerable energy the removal of the beard. But the 



ooxBTAinniof UB. 198 

fiexibOity of the patient's neck is imt to the test— since the 
operator, to avoid movine from his convenient position, 
tarns and twists the head of the shaved in all directions 
upon his knees. The beard having disappeared, the act 
is nevertheless not terminated, for uie second scene now 
commences. One is enveloped before and behind in nap- 
Icins; a large water basin is placed in the hands, into 
an aperture in the side whereof the neck fits, and the head 
is bent into the basin, representing the pictnre of Herodias 
and the decapitated John the Baptist Waves of soap and 
water boisterously roar in this vessel, and with a kmd of 
professional enthusiasm the barber commences, not to 
wash, but fairly to knead, the seat of knowledge. The ears 
and nose are most unmercifully treated. One ventures 
not, in this extremity, to open the mouth and call for help, 
lest one should be suffocated in soapsuds; the infliction is 
therefore borne resignedly until near swooning. Now, 
over the head of the patien^ a lesser vessel is suspended by 
a chain from the ceiling, full of warm water, which, from 
an aperture beneath, streams down upon the cranium, 
washinjg off the soap% Warmed towels complete the pro- 
cess oforyinff ; a comb arranges the entangled hair; and 
with a "God be praised !" one disengages one's self from 
the hands of the oarber, who holds a ^lass in front to ena- 
ble one to see whether, in spite of his manipulation, the 
head 3ret sits in its right place. 

The carriages used by Turkish ladies to pay distant vis- 
its, (the men are all equestrians,) afford a smgular specta- 
cle. Their vehicles are called, as with us, kotschi, ^coaches,) 
or Araba. The box is fixed firmly upon the axle, and, as 
weU as the wheels, is variously painted and richly gilt, but 
usually covered with red cloth. At the sides there are closed 
blinds, which, however, frequently open to let the curious 
Frank see that an interesting female reposes within upon 
comfortable pillows, and the thin veil (Mahramah) waves 
in order tiiat she may do execution with her dark eazeUe- 
like eyes. The entrance of the carriage is general^ from 
behind, where a small gilt ladder hangs, to facilitate as- 
cending and descending. Two oxen or buffaloes draw 
tile set-out, and are strangely accoutred enough. On the 
brow of each hangs a square, yellow shining plate ; be- 
tween the horns there is a smaller one, with two vari-co- 
loured horse's tails, and frequently both the head and neck 
of the animals are decorated with earlands of flowers. 
The walking coachman guides his pmegmatic steeds with 
a sharply pointed stick, and by way of guard, several armed 
domestics usually follow the carriage. Their rides fre- 
quently afford the Turkish ladies an opportunity of cany- 
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ing on flirtatioii: there now and then faBs from a beiiwMtfit 
hud a chaHengiBg roae or other significant flovrer, a^ the 
jfeet of the beauty-admiring Frank. But he must remem- 
ber well that he is not in a German capital, but in Constan- 
thiople. Indeed, old customs still prevail. The waves of 
the sea of Marmora, at the apex of the Seraglio, even now, 
frequently in the silence of the ni^ht reverberate the death* 
note of a too severely punished frail one, and on the next 
morning some amorous Frank pendulates (perhaps before 
his own dwelling) between heaven and earth ! 

I will here describe a Turkish funeral which I witnessed 
at the churchyard of the Dervises in Pera, where the once 
so celebratea Bonneval found his quiet grave. — Four men 
carried the corpse, which was covered with a variously col* 
oured cloth upon a bier. Several Turks, each with a branch 
of cypress in one hand, (while in the other rested the insep- 
arable pipe,) followed. The Imam preceded, occasional^ 
reciting sentences from the Koran. When arrived at the 
grave, the covering was removed, and the body deposited 

Siite naked. The Imam prayed aloud. The assembly ex* 
aimed, << Allah il Allah a Mahomed resol il aDah!" and. 
the grave was filled with earth. The mourners stuck their 
branches of cypress around, and a belief prevails that if 
but one of these keeps green, the deceased has gone into 
the cheerful paradise promised by Mahomet to the faithfiiK 

We may here introduce a translation of the fUneral 
prayer, Which combines seriousness with a beautiful sim- 
plicity : — 

'< Allah be merciful to the living and the dead, the present 
and the absent, the lowly and the high, both men and wo- 
men, in this assembly ! Let those amonestus to whom thou 
grantest a longer life, retain the faith ofislam — ^let those to . 
whose lives thou hast set a limit, die in the true faith 1 But 
let the deceased find in thy mercy tranquillity and bli^s! 
Allah ! if he be among the good, grant that ne may increase 
in goodness, and if he be a sinner, forgive hiiii his sins. 
Grant him weal and peace, that he may dwell beside thee 
close to thy Holy throne. Emancipate him from the fear 
of the grave and eternal fire ! Let him dwell in paradise 
in the community of the blessed Allah ! Transform his 
grave into adwelhn^-place of bliss, that shall resemble par- 
adise, not into the dismal hole like unto hell ! All-merciful 
CkNl be merciful to him P' 

If it be a child that is buried, there is added: — 

^^May this child precede us on the road to bliss ! Allah 1 
let this innocent be a pledge of our fidelity and of our heav- 
enly reward I May it entreat for us divine grace !" 
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Upon my return to Pera on the eleventh of January, 1834, 
towards noon, from an excursion to Scutari, I observed 
the Imperial Russian* lugger. Shiroka, her canvass all set 
float out of the Bosphorus with a light northerly wind, and 
cast anchor near Top>hana. I now knew that the hour 
would soon come which would convey me away from the 
delightful Byzantium, for it was the ship, as I mentioned 
before, which the kindness of the Russian Charge d'Af- 
faires. Baron von Ruckman, had destined for my trip to 
the Archipelago. Arrived at Pera, I, howeven learnt to 
my satisfaction that certainly twenty-four, and probably 
forty-e]>ht hours, would elapse before the d.espatches were 
reaay for NapolL 

My Russian passport in the Italian language was ready 
with the stereotype form, "in uno tempo ove sentono poem 
accident! di peste," which always remains the same if ei- 
ther three or three thousand individuals die each day at Con- 
stantinople of the plague. No notice is taken of the dif- 
ference, in the quarantines of European states, but any 
traveller coming from the Turkish capital must undergo 
the definite period. 

On Monday, Januaiy the thirteenth, 1834, (new-year's 
dav, according to Russian and Greek computation,) I was 
informed that at noon the lugger would weigh anchor, and 
I then descended the long familiar street that leads from 
Pera to the harbour, in company with a Turkish military 
servant, granted to the embassy, as I have stated in these 
sketches. I bought all kinds of trifles in the booths, took 
an orange from the hand of my Turkish companion, which' 
he presented to me with a new-year's wish, and in return 

S laced a coin in hi&^*cast one more glimpse at the splen- 
id fountain near the harbour which I had so often admired, 
and at the variously painted coffee-houses which had so of- 
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ten refreshed me—jumped into the boat, and rowed towards 
the ship, where 1 was kmdly received by the oflBicers, whose 
acquaintance I had previously made. In the captain's cab- 
in, I found him in conversation with a native of Pcra, who 
performed the functions of purveyor to the embassy. He 
came on board to take his farewell of Captain Metlin, who, 
knowing the fondness of this fellow for spirituous liquorS| 
was just about giving him a full measure. ' A complete bat- 
tery of champaign, Burgundjr, Sicilian and Greek wines, 
with excellent liqueurs from Gaza, stood upon the table ; 
and the guest, expressing with fluent tongue thousands of 
extravagances, appeared scarcely to remark that his host 
plied him witii glass.after ^ass of this and the other liquid. 
He only began to remark it when his power of observation 
was almost gone, and his tongue, previously so loquacious, 
became grs^uaU^ silent I xea.Uj thinks we m^ht quietly 
have conveyed hmi out to sea without his knowing any 
thing about the matter. However, the last despatches hav- 
ing arrived, and the reeling fellow being brought upon deck, 
he took a grotesque, though would-be pathetic leave of us 
all. Sorrow had so completely stopped his throat that he 
could not utter a single word, but only plaped his hand up- 
on his heart, or ratiier stomach, and then pointed to heav* 
en, as if he wished to say, "He above knows what I feelP' 
For greater security, a rope was now placed round his body, 
and ne was let down into the boat which conveyed him to 
terra flrma. 

Meanwhile, orders were given to get under weigh ; and 
the drums and pipes began a march, to the measure. of 
which the men at the windlass performed the r^equisite do- 
tv. That being accomplished, the work begaQ of clearing 
tne promontory of the Seraglio, and getting into the sea <^ 
Marmora, despite the sharp northeast wind. We passed 
more closely to the shore of the Top-hana. where the streaosi 
rushes violently into the harbour from the Bocgiihorus, and 
which was therefore very contrary to u& Our largest cub* 
ter, with twelve oars, took us in tow, and drew us across 
the haven to the Seraglio. The sea is so deep here, that 
we passed within a few feet of the walls, and ti^ roaa run- 
ning before them — the latter of which is occupied with 
guards.' After about two hours' toil, we reached the point 
of the Seraglio. Meanwhile the twilight, here so brie^ in- 
tervened. I cast one more glance upon the infinite ocean 
ef houses, upon the prominently bold cupolas and slender 
minarets. The Muezzins were calling the faithful to their 
evening prayer. The magical lighting of the still contii^ 
uii^ Ramazan succeeded. The wind blew in the set sails, 
ana at length the splendid picture sank innight The north- 
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ivesterly wind, which still continued, promised tis a favour- 
able voya^. The evening had become so cool, tiiat I de- 
scended into the officers' cabin, whom I found amusing 
themselves with their long pipes. To-day being the Rus- 
sian New- Year's day, our artiUeiymen of fourteen, who 
had been already four years in different ships stationed in 
the southern waters, and for the last twelve months had 
been appointed to the lugger, was just about brewing— in- 
stead or tea, which was usually drank every evenine at 
six — an excellent bowl of punch for the celebration of the 
festival. The result showed that '^our lad" was not inex- 
perienced in these arts of peace : his acquaintance with 
war was proved by the medal at his neck, which an eye- 
witness told me he had earned even as a child by idmost 
incredible courage. The punch having exhilarated us, tiie 
flutes, guitars, and violins were sought for ; and under the 
direction of our surgeon, who played sweetly upon the lat- 
ter instrument, we commenced a littie concert The ten- 
ants of the large officers' cabin consisted of three lieuten- 
ants, the surgeon, the youth alluded to, an Austrian who 
had been engaged by tne officers to instruct them in French 
and Italian ; and an Italian pilot from Constantinople, who, 
although for form's sake only, accompanied us, and receiv- 
ed, besides his free rations, the not insignificant pay of a 
dollar and a half per day until his return to Stamboul. 

I also posted myself in this cabin ; but as the small berths 
at the sides were too confined for me, the sofa in the gene- 
ral cabin had been adapted for my use. The captain, who 
occupied a very elegantly arranged cabin, had invited me 
to be his dinner-companion during the voya^ ; and I may 
consider the hours which I passed in the society of this ex- 
cellent man as among the most pleasantiy spent of any 
during mv various travels. 

The soldier who had been appointed as my servant on 
board was a native of Lithuania, who spoke Grerman ; he 
was waiting for me the first night, when I lefl the captain's 
cabin, in a stiff military position, to assist me in undressine, 
I could not, nor did I wish to sleep ; but my man was able 
and willing to do both. I therefore dismissed him, threw 
.my long-haired Turkish cloak around me, and ascended 
to the deck. One half of the crew were on watch : at the 
helm stood two sailors, their looks fixed upon the compass 
in the binnacle before them, which was lighted by a lamp. 
Dead silence reigned throughout the whole ship^ in spite of 
tiie watchfulness of part of her crew. Not far from the 
helm, the captain lay enveloped in his cloak, looking now 
UDon the compass and now upon the sails, whereupcMi the 
witia was freshly blowing. To enter into conversation 
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with him upon deck was difficult for there he was the se- 
vere monosyllabic commander or the ship. The night was 
extremely aark, and the stars alone cast their pale light 
upon the roaring sea. Land was already lost sight of, even, 
had not nleht umited our view*^ The wind swept coldlv 
across the Short waives ; and drawing the cape of the <doak 
around myhead, I leaned over the side and yielded to re- 
flection, where the ship passed, the water glittered with 
sparks of light: it was that brilliancy which is not observ- 
ed in the northern or eastern seas, but always in the Medi- 
terranean and other southern seas. It is yet undecided 
whether it arises from a i)hosphoric component of the salt 
water^ or from small animalcule. The following day, if 
the wmd continued thus fair, would bring us to the Dardar 
nelles, as we went at the rate of seven or eight knots an 
hour, or possibl;)^ more. On the morrow much would ap- 
pear that was mterestin^ both upon the European and 
Asiatic shores, and a refreshing sleep was required by the 
excited mind and body. The cock in the fowl-coop on 
deck insubordinately interrupted, with his midnight crow- 
ing, the noiseless silence, and reminded me to seek my 
couch. 

Truly as the call of the Muezzin from the minaret arouses 
the faitibiul to their matin prayer, did the sound of the break- 
fast cups and saucers, on the following morning, arouse 
me to a declaration of my adherence either to the sect of 
coffee or of tea drinkers. Fresh white bread and creamu 
Constantinople had furnished on the preceding day, and 
we could, therefore, breakfast as luxuriantly as if in the 
centre of a dairy. He who has the good fortune to be free 
from sea sickness, like me, generaSy emoys the pleasure 
of an enormous appetite ; and that I suffered any want of 
it on board the Russian ship, would be a falsity. Pn wa- 
king, I was addressed with "will you take tea or coffee?" 
At eleven was a dejeuner a la fourchette ; at one, dinner^ 
consisting of soup, four courses, and a dessert, with cof- 
fee and liqueurs. At half-past five the tea-urn; and lastly, 
at eieht, a supper of three courses. There was a glass of 
punch always ready, if one were not satisfied with the Si- 
cilian wine which stood upon the table for use at pleasure. 
Smoking was not allowed on deck — only in the cabin ; a 
reversal, by the by, of the practice on board English ships. 

A voyage is to me always a pleasant thing. One eats, 
drinks, sleeps, wakes, reads, writes — ia short, one does eve-> 
ly thing that may be done in a room, yet at the same time 
travel onward— often quickly, as was the case in the pres- 
ent instance. 
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CHAPTER XXXIV. 

« 

Tho btaad of Marraora— The Anaariens— fiiocular Ciiaton>— Th« Daniaoeltos— 
Site of Troy— The Plain of Troy-^hinabaachl— Ruina of Alexandria Txxms. 

We passed during the night the island of Mannora, and 
reached the mouth of the Dardanelles opposite Gallipoli. a 
considerable city on the European side, which spreads with 
its pointed minarets along the shore. This is the spot where 
formerly Lysimachia stood, which was destroyed speedily 
niter its erection by an eartFiquake. It was celebrated for 
its hexamilian or defensive wall, which spread to an extent 
of six miles across the Chersonese. On the Asiatic coast, 
which presented a more agreeable and beautiful view, lies 
the small village of Tschardag, in the midst of green gar- 
dens and low thickets ; and a little beyond and behind, the 
well-known Lampsacus, once a large city, which even in 
the time of the Romans had a temple and splendid build- 
ings, whereof no remains are to be found in the now insig- 
nincant place. Lampsacus is at any rate notorious for 
the worship that was here paid in ancient times to Venus 
Meretrix: one may readUy believe that her religious rites 
were not amon^ the most scrupulous. Bacchus now reigns 
in connexion with that goddess — an excellent grape grow- 
ing in abundance in the vicinity, which yields a wine much 
resembling port, and doubtless raises, by its forbidden use, 
many a misgiving in the mind of the pious Moslem. That 
in European and Asiatic Turkeys the before-mentioned 
goddess had two privileged and extensive asylums, is prob- 
ably known to but few. Not far from Shumla, at the foot 
of the JBalcan, lies the village of Modara, a sort of female 
penitentiary, whither all the frail females of Roumelia, who 
have been so indiscreet as to subject themselves to the cen- 
sure of the law, are conveyed, and supported at the ex- 
pense of the government Male inhabitants cannot settle 
on the spot, though they may visit it There is situated 
also, at the distance of several days' journey from Smyrna, 
the village of Martavan, the inhabitants whereof are of a 
singular and rare religious sect, namely, that of the Ansa- 
riens. When a traveUer arrives in this village, it is stated 
as a fact that the men consider themselves bound in hospi- 
tality to present their beautifol wives and daughters to his 
fervent adoration. 

The farther we sailed down the Dardanelles, the nar- 
rower the channel became— until we reached that point, 
namely, where, upon the European side, stood the rums of 
Sestos, of which even tiie fragments are now gone. Here 
15 
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commence, on both coasts, the range of batteries, and con- 
tinue as far as the castle of Kilid Bahr upon the European, 
and of Bagaz Hissar-upon the Asiatic side— the latter be- 
ing about Sie narrowest portion of the channel, (little more 
than a mile wide,) and which, according to the most pro- 
bable supposition, was the spot of the love, and swimming 
adventures of Hero and Leander. It is the same spot 
where Lord Byron, without the enticement of a kind Hero 
on the opposite side, swam across, accompanied by a friend, 
on the tenth of May, 1810— a feat which any good swim- 
mer might emulate without danger. Close to the European 
castle, a tumulus was shown me, said to form the grave of 
Hecuba. 

So, much strengthened as both coasts now are, (proba» 
bly by the aid oi skilful foreign oflBcers of engineers,) It 
would be difficult for a ship to resist the cross fire, and 
force the passage. As far as I could observe, in the Asiatic 
castle there appeared to be three batteries, bristling with 
heavy cannons, placed in three lines over each other, the 
lowest of which is nearly parallel with the water, and, can 
consequently sweep its surface, to the no small inconveni- 
ence of an enemy. In this fortress, which has also the 
name of the " Tschana-kalesi," (Potter's fortress,) from 
the extensive adjacent potteries, dwells the Pasha of the 
Dardanelles, from whom every Turkish vessel that passes 
into the Archipelago from the sea of Marmora must obtain 
a sanctioning firman, which, however, for foreign ships of 
war, must be fetched from Cfonstantinople — whence it hap- 
pens, that these frequently lie at anchor here days together. 
This place is likewise the residence of all the European 
consuls — whose flags, as is the custom of the East, wave 
from the tops of their houses. 

Both shores of the Dardanelles are very agreeable, es- 
pecially the Asiatic. Here mount Ida gradually sinks into 
the sea, and at its summit dark forests abound ; while at 
its feet the vine gladdens the soil. 

Besides other batteries to the south of the two fortresses, 
the castle Sed Bahr, at the end of the channel, upon ^e 
European Cape Greco, and Kum-Kalessi upon the Asiatic 
Cape Jenischehr terminate the fortifications ; they are att 
well prepared to meet with firmness the attacks of hostile 
vessels, and return them with interest 

It was noon when we reached the end of the Dardanelles, 
and passed close beneath Kum-Kalessi, which lies upon a 
sand-bank at the estuary of Scamandar, (to which the 
name "Kum-Kalessi," — Sand castle— applies,) in order 
that we might pursue our voyage easterly, between Tene- 
dos and the Asiatic coast, which is the line of sailing of all 
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shilMK-as, farOier westward, between the Islands of Tene- 
dos and Lemnos, the sea teems with shallows, rocks, and 
sand-banks. Captain Metlin stoo4 with me upon the 
deck, and pointed out to me, on the coast, where (about a 
mile and a half from the shore^ the once celebrated Trov 
stood, now transformed into tne village of Bunarbascm. 
I will here insert a line or two touching what I saw upon a 
later visit It is well known that in modem times the very 
existence of Troy has been disputed, as no ruins remain to 
attest the reality of this celebrated city. Yet many places, 
less ancient, have also disappeared, respecting which no 
doubt can be entertained. Time, ana the ravages of man's 
destructive hand, obliterate much more rapimy than they 
erect With Homer in one's hand, upon the site of the 
poem, the entire scene of that contest spreads itself before 
the mental eye, and exhibits with what topographical accu- 
racy the Iliad was written ; but whether its historical dates 
are as certain is difficult to prove. The Trojan plain 
spreads from the seacoast, between the promontories of 
Rhcetium and Sigeum — ^the present capes Jenischehr — ^be- 
ing about five miles wide ; and it is about a mOe and a 
half to the village Bunarbaschi. where Troy must have 
stood. Between these promontories, the ships of the Greeks 
were drawn up on the shore, during the whole period of 
the contest and it is probable, that under their protection, 
the army bivouacked. As the vessels were not very large, 
this might be easily effected. At the Greek fishing-village* 
Rivatos, (between Selivria and Constantinople.) lying 
upon the sea of Marmora, this same mode is still in exe- 
cution; and the view of those vessels, with their antiquely 
shaped elevated bows and stems, (as we see the ancient 
Rostra represented,) gave mef a oistinct idea of the Greek 
camp before Troy. Besides, the reader will remember, 
that Homer represents the ships of Agamemnon to have 
lain close to the sea, and those of AchiUes and AJax more 
distant Between the ships and the sea, the camp lay, and 
the myrmidons here exerted themselves in their maitial 
games, while the leaders held their councils amongst the 
ships uiemselves. But I am no antiquarian, and therefore 
do not feel quite at home in such disquisitions. The work 
of Count Radczinsky upon the Plain of Troy, which I 
read some time before my journey, gave me a very correct 
picture of what I afterwards saw. 

The Simois and the Scamander, which, after their junc- 
tion, retain the latter name only, (now called Mendr6 by 
the Turks,) exhibit in the summer, as well as the majority 
of Grecian rivers, dry beds. In springs when I saw the 
Scamander, tiie rain had swoQen it, aluiough even then it 
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wouM require considerable art to drown one's self therelii. 
The field of battle is transformed almost entirely into ara- 
ble land. Besides another insignificant brook, (I believe it 
is now called Gulusui,) there are some remains of wal]% 
which are considered as the tomb of Ajax. 

The village Bunarbaschi lies at the foot of a gently rising 
hill, which towards the south sinks precipitously towards 
the rushing Simois, and thus formed a natural and almost 
impregnable defence to Troy. On the opposite side, strong 
walls oade defiance to the impetuosity of the Greelcs. — 
That the investment lasted ten years appears singular at 
this time of day. I imagine, had ancient Troy been an 
Antwerp, the Greeks would have remained there to this 
time. Upon the fiat summit of the hill, probably Pergamus. 
stood '' the fort of Priamus. around which raged the storm.'' 
Around it now, weeds and dwarf shrubs are coujgregated, 
growing between strewn pieces of rock. — This height com- 
mands a view of the entire plain, which is highly culti- 
vated, and of pleasant green verdure. The marble block 
ibundf here, and described by Chandler^ whereon was dis- 
covered the celebrated Sigaean inscription, (the oldest 
written document^ and which, twenty years ago, served 
as a stone seat in front of a house at Bunarbaschi. I soug|ht 
in vain. Even in the eightieth year of the preceaing cen- 
tury, Choiseul Gouffier, the then French Ambassador at 
the Porte, vainly endeavoured to possess himself of this 
monument ; where it now may be, is, I believe, unknown. 
Between the village and Cape Jenischehr, lies the grave of 
Antilochus, and not far from it, two smaller ones, one of 
which, it is said, actually contains the remains of Pene- 
laus, and the other, those of Achilles and Patrochis. 
*Choiseul caused the latter "to be opened, and found in it 
pieces of metal, (it is not known what they represented,) 
and also, a broken metal urn, upon which were still to be 
seen the remains of a tasteful work in relief. The above 
includes all that the Trojan plain now exhibits to the be- 
holder. 

Modern Ilium. Alexandria Troas, called by the Turks 
Kski-Stamboul, built by Lysimachus at the command of 
Alexander the Great, lies not far from the sea. upon this 
extremely fertile coast, surrounded by a smsul wood of 
dwarf oaks. Opposite, Tenedos rises out of the waves, 
and northwards the view stretches over the celebrated 
plain. Travellers who visited this spot thirty or forty 
years ago, are said to have seen many ruins of large 
buildings here, no vestige of which now remains. A foun- 
dation with some broken columns is considered to have 
been a temple of Diana ; the Turks call these relics Kislar- 
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seraL Both names indicate the virtue of chastity. Re- 
mains of a theatre are tolerably well preserved, consisting 
of the seats, the portico^ and the sts^e; as are likewise 
those of a wall marking out the former fortifications of the 
ci^. U{>on a hill to the east, are extensive ruins, which, 
some antiquarians consider as those of a gymnasium, and 
others of a bath. These remains consist cniefiy of granite, 
for all the marbles found in the vicinity were conveyed to 
the castles of the Dardanelles, and there manufactured by 
the Turks into mortar balls, some of which were two feet 
in diameter. A few well preserved columns were carried to 
Constantmople, where they decorate the mosques of Sc^ey- 
man and S^lim — the best means to preserve these monu- 
ments from destruction. 

We may here remark, that according to Byzantine his- 
torians, the Emperor Constantine, before he selected By- 
zantium for his residence, had an intention to build a me- 
tropolis on the plain between ancient and modem Troy. 



CHAPTER XXXV. 

r 

Tlie Rasidan Brig Ajar.— Prince Edward of Saze- Altenbargh.— -Mytilene, aacl«iit 
Lesb<M.->Leucadia.— 49kyroa.— St. Glofgio.— Vlotont Storm.— Dead Calin.— ^Airi- 
ml at Niqpoli di Bomaoia. 

The watch on board our lugger apprized us that, in the 
bay at Cape Jenischehr, a Russian armed vessel lay at an- 
chor. The captain's telescope made it out to be a brig of 
war. It must necessarily be one of those stationed at JNa- 
poli— either the Ajax or the Paris — as, excepting these and 
our lugger, no imperial armed vessel lay beyond the Dar- 
danelles, We directed our course towards it, and reached 
it in a quarter of an hour. It proved to be the Ajax, of 
twenty-four guns, which had anchored here, as the con- 
trary wind and the current combined would not allow it to 
run up the Dardanelles, and also as the Pasha of Tschana- 
Katessi had sent off a Tatar by the road of Gallipoli and 
Selivria to Constantinople, to fetch from thence a firman 
to enable the ship to peuss the forts. Had she bore instruc- 
tions for the embassy stationed at the Porte, our captain 
would have altered his course, and returned back with 
them, while our papers and myself would have beentrans- 
ferrea to the Ajax. Besides the care of despatches, this 
brig was commissioned to fetch Prince Edward of Saxe- 
Altenburgh, uncle to the King of Greece, who had made a 
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tour of pleasure through Smyrna, and over land, by Bni«- 
sa, through Asia Minor, to Constantinople. The vessel 
was directed to bring htm and his suite oack to Greece, 
and thus no change of ships was to be effected — a circum- 
stance with which I was well pleased, having already be- 
come quite at home amongst the officers of the lugger. 
Prince Edward, who had received intelligence at Constan- 
tinople of the presence of the Ajax in the Dardanelles, took 
ship from that capital on board an Italian merchantman, 
and thus saved the brig a laborious voyage. Our rendez- 
vous with the latter vessel occurred on the fourteenth of 
January, and at eleven o^clock of the evening of the six- 
teenth, we arrived, after a prosperous voyage, in the har- 
bour of Napoli, just previous to the commencement of un- 
favourable weather. On the sixteenth, the brig left the 
Dardanelles, with the prince, and was a fortnight in reach- 
ing Napoli, which she did at length after a stormy voyage, 
during which she suffered Severely, and went subsequently 
to the island Paros, (where there is a Russian dock and 
magazine,) to refit 

In about an hour, during which time mutual visits were 
made, we bade farewell to each other, and our lugger sail- 
ed at the close of night into the channel of Tenedos. We 
kept close to the island ; and as far as starlight admitted it 
to be seen, the metropolis of the same name displayed it- 
self at the northeastern extremity of the island, at the foot 
of a high promontory. The female inhabitants of this 
town stul retain, as in ancient times, the character of dis- 
tinguished beauty. Here, besides Venus, was formerly en- 
throned her companion, Bacchus. The whole island is in- 
deed covered wiui vines, which produce a wine not unlike 
red Burgundy. 

Mytilene, the ancient Lesbos, lay eastward to our course. 
The arms of Morpheus were twined so closely round me. 
that I did not quit my couch to mount upon deck, and 
thierefore missed seeing the birthplace of Sappho. Myti- 
lene, as is well known, is not the spot where that poetess 
cooled the heat of her passion in the waves. The scene 
of her tragical end I saw five months later on the road 
ftrom Greece to Italy. It is the island Leucadia, now called 
St Maura, belonging to the ^roup of Ionian islands. On 
its southern point the Leucadian rock — now called Ducato 
— drops perpendicularly from a height of two hundred and 
fif^ feet into the sea foaming at its base. On that occasion 
we sailed sufficiently near to perceive the white marble 
rock, in the fissures whereof grew luxuriant ivy. The an- 
cients very correctly held, that a leap from tiiis rock would 
cure forever the love-pang of an unhappy heart The 
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mere view of the place proves the truth of their assertion, 
for he who shoiila have recourse to this remedy will at 
once be cured of all pains and sorrows. Strabo, Phocius. 
and other writers enumerate several of these leapers, ana 
among them the divine Jupiter himself— no doubt to fright- 
en some coy fair one into compliance with bis amorous 
wishes. 

A poetical mind— if not belonging jto a body agitated by 
sea-sickness— would have yielded, upon the view of this 
island, to all manner of enthusiastic phantasies. I, the pro- 
saic sleeper, neither saw nor heeded any thing. Nor did 
even the pirate Khair Eddin Barbarossa (who conquered 
Tunis, and drove the Venetians from the Morea) once 
present himself in my dreams $ although this red-beard 
was a very celebrated personage, well fitted for the hero of 
a three volume melodramatic romance. The remark may 
be inserted here, that Mytilene is the first island in the 
Archipelago which came into the possession of the Turks 
by the conquest of Soleyman the First, whence Turkish 
manners and customs prevail upon it, whoUy unmixed 
with those of any other country. 

The following day exhibited to us the first island belong- 
ing to the kingdom of Greece — Scyros — ^but to tiie left at a 
great distance. Psarawe also saw, the inhabitants of 
which well merited independwice from the Turks, for their 
exertions during the war of emancipation. At noon we 
were at the extremity of the distended Negropont — sailing 
between the island and Andros, in a sea strewed with a 
multitude of islands. Those persons err who suppose that 
the groups of the Archipelago present a cheerful green as- 
pect. There is no cultivated country, no smiling meads, 
no friendly village, no trees, to cheer the eye, fatigued by 
the monotony ofa voyage : like fabulous gigantic monsters, 
the gray rocks spring up out of the sea in any thing but 
an attractive shape. 

About noon to-day the dolphins played around the ship 
in great numbers — a sign that a storm was approaching. 
Just beneath the surface of the water, quite visible to the 
eye, they darted about like arrows, and then sprang, many 
of them together, for two or three feet above the surface. 
The Mediterranean Sea is inhabited by hosts of these fishes, 
but their favourite place of resort is the Bosphorus, where 
they pursue their gambols undisturbed, the Turk consider- 
ing them, as it were, holy, and therefore not to be molest- 
ed. Their appearance indicates, as I observed, an ap- 
proaching storm, and it is remarkable that they swim m 
the direction whence it will come. This time it appearetl 
as if it would be ^ northwesterly one. 
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Towards evening we steered through the islands Macro- 
nisi and Zea, and had a view of Cape Colon, the ancieot 
Sunium, with its ruins of a temple of Minerva. Behind 
the promo^ntoiy, five miles iiidand towards the north, lies 
Athens. The cape forming the southeastern extremity of 
Attica rises precipitously from tlie sea, and formerlv had 
two temples, namely, that of Minerva Sunias, and of Nep- 
tune Suniaratos, both of which were built only a little later 
tiian the Parthenon of Athens. The temple of Neptune has 
totally disappeared, but almost all the columns of that of 
Minerva still stand, and being beautifully white, they are 
seen far oflf at sea. Early travellers remarked, that the 
shining white marble columns presented an agreeable con- 
trast to the dark green of the trees surrounding the temple 
—hut nothing now remains of such an enclosure. The stiJl 
beautiful and imposing relics stand quite fireelv upon the 
platform of the cape, which is covered only with low shrubs. 

To our left lay the small island of St Gior^o, the chief 
resort of Greek pirates — who even now, durmg the pres- 
ent government, occasionally exhibit themselves. To pro- 
vide for their reception, in case of their paying us. a visit, 
an the necessary arrangements were made. After the fire 
was extinguished in the stove and in our pipes, the whole 
crew was commanded upon deck, and then two men, un- 
der the direction of our young engineer, were sent into the 
powder magazine, which stood next to the officers' cabin, 
and was furnished with an iron door, but they first took off 
their iron-soled boots, and having done so, prepared car- 
tridges, the cases whereof consisted of small bags of horse 
hair, which envelopment does not prevent ignition, as the 
cannons of the Russian navy are not fired by a match, but 
by an apparatus resembling that of a percussion gun. The 
balls lay upon deck, wherever there was room, piled in sys- 
tematical order, for speedy use. 

As towards evening the cold wind appeared gradually 
to assume the character of a storm, we all (with the excep- 
tion of the officer of the watch) assembled in the cabin to 
take our refreshing tea. The ship had ahready commenced 
a vibratory motion. The " lad," already so repeatedly men- 
tioned, stood at the table, and was occupied in making tea, 
when the blow of a wave pitched Mm, tea-things and alL 
over a stool behind. A good deal of merriment resultea 
firom this accident After the watery deficiency had been 
repaired, and the beverage drank, we again went upon 
deck, where the last gleams of day lighted up an interesting 
and novel scene to me. 

The sea foamed and roared— the waves tossing our ship 
to and fro, like a ball. The sky was obscurediDy heavy 
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gray clouds, which, lashed by the storm, appeared to run a 
race with our lugger. In spite of the noise made by na- 
ture around us, tranquillity and quiet reigned on board the 
ship, interrupted only by uie occasional commands of the 
captain, which were repeated by the lieutenant— and lastly 
by the signal of the pipe from the boatswain, when the crew 
dispersed here and there to execute them. The major 
part of the sails were reefed ; and the wheel of the rudder 
fastened by an easily loosed cord, to lessen the labour of, 
the steersman. I knew that many sunken rocks lay about 
here, and that a gale was consequently no joke. The anx- 
ious question my curiosity directed to the captain, remain- 
edomanswered. " Gro below. Sir ! here you both inconve- 
nience others and are Inconvenienced yourself!'' was tiie 
only reply I could obtain. This, however, I did not do ; 
but conquering my anxiety, I kept upon deck, where, en- 
veloped in my cloak, I sought a place whence I could con- 
veniently see the spectacle which was for the first time of- 
fered to my gaze. The ship, sometimes with its bowsprit 
pointed upwards to the sky, and then again, as if it would 
plough up the ocean, plunged like a restive horse. Yet our 
captain was a bold rider, who with a word could direct her 
vacillating movements. As long as the boisterous west- 
northwest continued, it was difficult to enter the bay of 
Napoli, as we should there have too little room to enable 
Us to tack. We, therefore, resolved to remain at sea. The 
knowledge our commander possessed of the dispersed 
group of islands hereabouts, was adapted to tranquillize 
even the most timid. 

The soup was omitted at supper this evening, as it would 
have been difficult under these circumstances to carry a 
spoonful to the mouth. We, therefore, contented our- 
selves with compacter food, and with respect to wine, IhcU 
we contrived, somehow or other, to convey to the destined 
place. The captain, sullen as he was on deck, was still 
quite agreeable at taole, and guarantied the security of our 
lives, despite the surrounding danger. What should then 
prevent me from seeking my couch and tranquil repose? 

The following morning rose with a clear sunshine ; the 
storm had abated, yet the sweU remained heavy; from all 
appearances, however, we might presently expect a per- 
fect calm, as the ensign of small feathers, placed upon 
deck to discern the point of the wind, moved but sligjitly to 
and fro, and presently subsided altogether; the last oreath 
of Boreas was therefore taken advantage of, to convey us 
past Hydra, lying upon the right, into the bay of Napoli, 
which we succeeded in entering* Towards noon, we pass- 
ed Spezzia, leaving it also on the right ; and In the distance^ 
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on the rocks near Nappli, we saw the fortresses of Itsch- 
. cale and Palamides. On the 16th of January, here, the sun 
shone aswarmly as it does in Germany in the month of 
May ; no breath of air was perceptible, and the sails hting 
listfessly. We knew that this calm would continue until 
sunset, when usually a land-wind rises, which, although o^ 
ten contrary, we might take advantage of, in order to get 
into the harbour. On the left lay the Peninsular Astros, an 
insignificant place, surrounded by some portions of wall, 
which still remain of the fortresses of the Venetians. As- 
tros forms one of the few spots in the neighbourhood of Na- 
pe^ where, even with slieht cultivation of the soil, a iuito- 
riant vegetation exhibits itself^geth^ with some groves 
of olives and pome^anates. JDuring my residence at Na- 
poli, I made frequent excursions hither by water; and the 
eye, fatigued by the gray bald rocks of the Greek capital, 
was infinitely refreshed by the bright verdure. Opposite^ 
on the right side of the gulf, we saw the port otTulon, 
which may be reached on horseback, firom Napoli, in an 
hour and a half. The Regency wished to locate Greek 
emigrants from Turkey here — where at present only two 
or wee huts stand, to form the foundation of a town— 
but nothing has yet been carried into execution. The sea 
forms here an excellent harbour, high coasts protecting 
vessels aeainst all storms. Several small uninhabited isl- 
ands also lie in front of it, and which scarcely admit a pas- 
sage. Between the mountains, a small valley descends to 
the shore, watered by several streams, and richly clothed 
with olives, pomegranates, mulberries, and almond trees — 
thus constituting a large and agreeaole garden, of which 
the natives avail themsdves for short excursions, to breathe 
occasionally a healthy pure air, instead of their morasses and 
malaria. At the point of the gulf is Argos, as if it lay close 
to the sea, with its high but now ruinous Acropolis. A 
marshy plain, nearly two leagues long, separates it from 
the ocean. 

Noon passed, and we had not moved from the spot The 
sea was smooth as a mirror. The guli; as may be sup- 
posed, possesses but small attraction to one who has just 
left the Bosphorus, and therefore the cabin and its inhabi- 
tants were more agreeable to me than the encompassing 
Say mountains. Evening fell, and we learnt at our whist 
ble that a light breeze had sprung up, and was taken ad- 
vantage of to attain the end of our voyage. About ten 
o'clock we retired to rest, but still Napoli was not reached, 
although, like a coquet, it had been ogling us for twelve 
hours. At length, however— ere my pipe was thoroughly 
extinguished— I heard more animation over my head, and 
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quicker words of command. The anchor-chain clinked, 
and the anchor bit the ground. The officer of the watch 
now freed from duty, descended into the cabin and Joy- 
fully announced that we had cast anchor in the harbour of 
Napoli. The speedy ' and safe completion of our voyage 
naturally gave occasion for fresh festivity'. We rose from 
our couches : our serviceable youth, who appeared to have 
slept, was dragged by the legs out of the arms of Morpheus, 
and ordered to produce some liquid wherewith to greet 
King Otho's metropolis. Sundry botUes of champaign 
were accordingly soon produced. 

The officers now began to concoct schemes respecting 
the method of spending their time in Greece, and planned 
sundry hunting parties. Our surgeon, an extremely well 
educated young man, declaimed vef ses from the Qdessey, 
in the originaL and was intoiticated with the idea of at last 
treading the classic soil of Greece. Three weeks later his 
enthusiasm was dissipated : and he assiduously counted 
the hours for his return to Constantinople. When the bot- 
tles were empty, and all again retired to rest I ascended 
the deck, but night limited the view. Napoli lay, a daik 
heap of stones, about five hundred paces from our ship. 

On a high point upon the Palamides, a lieht glimmered 
from the pavilion occupied by the officers of the garrison* 
It struck the hour of midnight in the city. From uie waUs 
and worluk of the fortress, the German watchword re^ 
sounded. The ^ Wer da ?" of Munich was heard, and 
reminded me of an incident concerning myself that occurt 
red in the metropolis of Bavaria. One evening I was re- 
turning from the theatre, where I had witnessed Hamlet 
I was still full of the splendid production, when near the 
<' old Court," the sentinel challenged me with << who goes 
there ?" In abstraction of mind, I replied with Shak»- 
peare's Marcellus, " A liegeman to the Dane !" This was 
too much for the Bavarian Yftger 5 he thought I meant to 
ridicule him, and was prodigiously incensed. It was sonw 
time before I could pacify the man, but we at length parted 
good friends. 
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CHAPTER XXXVL 

ArrM at NapoU--aaarantine--Fir8t Walk through the Town-Official Yimt to 
SSte A^rminapenj-Grecian style of BuUding-Coffec-houses— The haippj 

Pursuant to negotiations between the Greek ambassador 
to the court of Russia (Prince Soutzo) and the Imperial 
government, I travelled express from Constantinople td 
Napoli in the Imperial lugger Shiroka^ carrying guns, and 
under the command of Captain Von Metlin, which reached 
her destination after a very favourable voyage of three 
days, and we came to anchor late at night on the 16th of 
January, 1834. At that period, as is always the case du- 
rine the wmter months, the plague was not raging ; accord- 

Il^?'i?* ^^ *5^P ^ ^^®^ "^^^ ^«i^ healthy, we received oa 
tl» following day our necessary certificates without beinc 
obliged to lie in quarantine. Thus happily freed from thi 
prospect of such durance vile, I landed with our captain 
upon the classical shores of Napoli, whence we walked 
to the sluice gates of the Four-Brother Bastion. A lad 
about sixteen years of age, clothed in rags, and baskinff 
m tiie sun, was the first Hellenist who preslnted himsS 
a Imne instance of the fallen condition of his once rZ 
nownea fattierland. Near the bastion, we arrived at t 
small but extremely neat-looking house, with Lpato ??eS 
CTo^ng before it, which was inhabited by a member ^f 
Ae Regency government The painter's easel, which 
with some other characteristics of the fine Lts stooH «J 
the window, informed me that it was the dwSfw 
brave General Heideck, who hasTng ^6^"^^ 

t^JZ^"^. ^'"''^''^ painting. I now hirried throu^^^^ 
row streets and over various duncrhiiic f« ^^r^ ^" 

that is -«tionaSy§r^^^-?,^,ta*fff^/wa£^^ 
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German, is unfounded, as I had sufficient proof. In my 
first interview with him, I observed he wore the true Gre- 
cian cap with long blue tassels ; and after politely greeting 
me uncovered, he oegged I would allow him to replace this 
imposing national head-dress. It would have been uneour- 
teous on my part not to have returned him some compli- 
ment on his adherence to a tasteful Grecian custom. 

Recent accounts have designated Napoli as the Paris of 
Greece. As far as respects the many narrow and offen- 
sive streets contained in the French metropolis, this com- 
g parison may be correct. But beyond this, we would re- 
Jf commend its authors to be more moderate in their simi- 
j les. Napoli is a small town which at first sight resembles 
an Italian city with its fiat roofs and open cofiee-houses, 
* but there the resemblance ceases. In Itah^, the buildings 
Jj ' are substantial, and raised entirely of stone ; but here a 
F very difierent style exists. First, a foundation of stone is 
rf laid, whereon the frame-work of the house is erected, and 
5 between the interstices of this frame-work the staves and 
laths are secured, over which is plastered the soil dug out 
of the earth to make room for the foundation. The walls 
of these houses are, thus far, about six inches thick; when 
they are coated over with lime, and, if elegance is to be 
displayed, the whole is bedaubed with landscapes, ships, 
animals, ice. All the walls of the interior consist of the 
same materials 5 and as the lathwork and staves are usual- 
ly taken from old and ruined structures, they are coveted 
with vermin, which are thus transplanted to the new ones, 
where they inflict on the poor inhabitant who may not have 
a thick Grecian skin, the most sleepless and painful nights. 
Most of the houses have platforms on their roofs, and a 
balcony on each story. 

The most beautiful and substantial house in Napoli is 
that of the Russian Ambassador, M. Catacazi— opposite to 
which stands the royal palace, a plain building of only five 
windows breadth, built by Count Capo d'Istrias. The man- 
sion of Count Armansperg belongs to the largest class of 
houses; and being very elegantfy fitted up within, mjust 
have cost the treasury of the Regency a lar^e sum of money 
at a time when it could ill affordlt. The principal church of 
the town, (St Georges,) formerly a Turkish mosque, is still 
decorated with a painted ceiling, which has a pleasing ef- 
fect The minaret, once a part of it, is half broken down, 
and near it a kind of turret is erected, which gives the 
whole a very curious appearance. The street named Otho 
street extends the entire length of the town, from the royal 
palace to the so-called Platane square, which is the evenmg 
resort of Uie citizens. Platanes are certainly not now to 
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be met with, but only sundry heaps ofdust and rubbish, 
which, with the ruins of a once noble Venetian buildxng, 
bound this square on one side. Another side includes a 
range of stone-built barracks, whilst a third is occupied by 
restaurateurs and coffee-houses. Amongst the former is 
the celebrated house kept by the two sisters from Vienna, 
which furnishes an important chapter in the chronigue scan- 
daleuse of NapoM. . 

My tour of curiosity occupied little more than an hour, 
and I felt glad when the boat brought me back to the ves- 
sel, where, in my clean cabin, I could recover from the ef- 
fects of this first visit to the Grecian Paris. My stay in 
Napoh might perhaps extend to a43ionth. 

I saw I had a difficulty to encounter— namely, that of 
providing myself with a lodging: however, on the follow-: 
ing day, a Greek commissionaire informed me, that he had 
procured me an excellent domicil. I accordingly followed 
nim through a number of dirty streets, and at length ar- 
rived at a gloomy house, built entirely of stone. A crazy 
flight of staffs brought me to a room on the upper story, 
which was lighted by a window looking towards the land 
of Candia. I found myself compelled to put up with the 
most comfortless want of accommodation : besides the bare 
walls, there was scarcely any thing to be seen in the apart- 
ments ; but having no time left to-day to search flirther, I 
took up my quarters in this wretched asylum, and threw 
myself upon my bed, envying the contented horses, Who 
were taking iheir rest in the stable beneath, unconscious 
of the worse condition of their fellow-lodger above, stretch- 
ed upon a portion of their own straw. 



CHAPTER XXXVIL 

Jaooaiy in Greece— Bnviroas of NapoU—Rellectionft— Grecian Consecnifion of 
Water an the eighteenthof January— Promenade— Lord Bjron's Maidof Atheu 
— Tbe Gapo-d'Ifltriaa' Coffee-house— Suburb Proniai— The Churchyard. 

The month of January is most certainly a part of the 
finest season in Greece. The temperature at noon rose to 
a great height, but the air was clear and refreshing. Du- 
ring the whole month we had but two rainy days, and the 
nights were fresh, without being cold. The corn already 
stood nearly two feet high, and the trees (although the 
orange harvest was scarcely over) were in blossom. The 
immediate environs of NapoU did not, however, present so 
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cheerful a prospect; for ezceptinff one plantain tree, prov- 
ing near the gate, nothing was to be seen but barren rocks, 
mostly overgrown with low dirty-lookinff shrubs. Before 
the revolution, the plain between Napou and Argos Was 
covered, here and there, with eroves of olive and orange 
trees, but now it is nearly a desert During the war, the 
Turks felled most of the trees, in order that their fruit 
might not be of use to the imbelieving Grecian dogs ; and 
what remained, the Greeks cut down, that there mirfit be 
none left for the unbelieving 7\irki8h dogs. So much for 
the honour and glory of war. The valleys are now quite 
uncultivated, and Allah or kind Heaven seems no longer 
disposed to perform wonders, by makmg aught out of noth* 
ing. This wajs never expected from the Regency, which, 
as it received from the three great powers upwards of six^ 
millions of francs, very well might have replanted the des- 
ert, and thus afforded the poor Greeks another harvest 
The levy of German troops must have cost large sums of 
money ; and, although an attempt has been made to lead 
them mto a war in the Maina, unfortunately it was both ex- 
pensive and futile, as idost of the Icarian attempts are. 
The Mainotes have now but seventy-four fortified towers, 
instead of eighty, their original number. This is certainly 
a reduction of six, but is not the deficiency in the treasury 
of the government? Poor King Otho! But at a later pe- 
riod, we may perhaps have to touch upon these subjects 
again. 

The day of the " Consecration of Water," the eighteenth 
of January, was celebrated here by a procession to the sea, 
and the consecration thereof with a crucifix, as I had wit- 
nessed it before, some short time ago, in St Petersburgh. 
The circumstances, however, under which this ceremony 
was performed, were very aifierent; as. amongst other 
things, whilst in the Russian capital, the Neva was cover- 
ed with a sheet of ice, four feet thick ; here the Greeks 
jumped into the water, sufficiently warmed by the sun's 
rays to render their bath an agreeable one — ^at which I was 
not a little rejoiced, as by this means the HeDenists were 
deprived of at least a portion of their dirt The prome- 
nade before the town, which extends along a very Darren 
road leading through the suburb Pronia to the village t)f 
Aria — about a mile distant — ^presented a lively appearance 
on this day's festival. 

The Grecian ladies, in French dresses— but without the 
g;igantic head-dress of gauze — with various coloured rib- 
ands and fiowers. as worn also by the Christian ladies at 
Constantinople, did not strike riie as being extraordinary 
beauties; these must be sought for only in the islands,. 
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Where the Grecian features still retain their original classic 
expression. Amongst the modem-dressed women were to 
be seen some in the existing fantastic costume of the nation, 
who, if not old, were at least faded, as the Greek woman 
in her thirtieth year grows wrinkled and gray. Who does 
not know Lord Byron's Maid of Athens— to whom, when a 
slave to her great beauty, he sang? By chance I saw this 
once charming maid, now, alas ! a charmless woman, al- 
though only just the above-mentioned age. She is the wife 
of an English teacher, named Blake, who for some years 
past has resided in Greece. The male Greeks are good- 
K>oking, so long as they wear their crimson Jackets, em- 
broidered with goldj and their white Fustanellas, which in 
a thousand folds reach from their extremely narrow waists 
down to the knee. Thus habited, they recline in pictu- 
resque groups on the jutting rocks which surround Napoli, 
basking in the sunshine, and making kief— thai is. smoking 
tobacco, and enjoying the dolce niente.^ The painter may 
observe many groups so occupiecL which are continually 
presenting some fresh object foiv his pencil. In a garden 
close before the Gate, and beneath the overhanging rocks 
of the fortress. Palamides, stands a very elegant coffee* 
house, built like an Italian villa, from the balcony of which 
there is a delightful and extensive view, commanding the 
capita], the ocean, the Plain of Argos, its city, and the 
mountains rising behind it 

Here, with some good cof^ and a long Turkish pipe, 
an hour in Napoli may be whiled away delightfully. The 
youthful uncle of the Kmg, Prince Edward of Altenburgh, of- 
ten visits this spot, accompanied by several officers : and 
on these visits, which he generally pays twice a week, there 
is a militaiy band in attendance. This agreeable establish- 
ment was rounded by Capo d'lslrias, and for some time 
bore his name, until it became on this account offensive to 
many, whence it was deemed expedient to re-christen it. 
It is tnerefore now called Cafe Liberal. For my own part, 
I regularly frequented this Capo d'Istrias' house every day. 
which no doubt caused me to be looked upon with an evil 
eye by many : about this, however, I did not trouble myselfl 

•Within some hundred yards of this spot is the suburb 
Pronia, well supplied with wine and coffee-houses, and the 
rendezvous of tiie lower classes. A churchyard adjoins i^ 
Strewed with an enormous number of crosses and tomb- 
stones, which form a mournful contrast with the surviving 
inhabitants of Napoli, and do not speak much for the long* 
celebrated and glowing climate of Greece. 



HAPOU m ROKANIA. 18$ 



CHAPTER XXXVIII. 

Ftogal habiu of the Greek.~Fa«t*day Mevla.— Grecian Winet.— The Dining- 
houses of the Franks in NapoU.— JavenUe Sacrifice.— The French Rettaurateor 
in Ocho Street— Social Life in NapoU.— A Bois€e at the Pruaaian Ambatsa* 
<)or'8.— The ever-cheerful Heaven of Greece.— Deluge in mj chamber.— 
Earthquake. 

The Greek is moderate and contented; coffee and to- 
bacco, both cheap articles, are the only comforts that he 
cannot easily dispense with, and which he consumes after 
the manner of the Turks. In respect to food, little is re- 
quired to satisfy him — ^so that the proverb, by no means 
flattering, is preserved, that a Greek will get fat where an 
ass might starve. Salad is a principal article of food, but 
certainly of a very different kind to that which is found in 
cultivated kitchen-gardens — ^for under this comprehensive 
title are included garlic, spinach, parsley, and even grass. 
I have often seen capitanos, in their walks, pluck from the 
.first ditch or meadow, lettuces a foot long, and feast on 
them with the keenest appetite. A battalion of Greek sol- 
diers, in regard . to rations, is th^efore much more easily 
maintained than one of other nations. When a native gour- 
mand wishes to indulge himself, he buys, for a couple of 
leflas, half-a-dozen salted black olives, and with this nau- 
seously bitter dish is contented for the whole afternoon. 

The Greeks, like the Russians, whose religion is the 
same, observe many fast-days — ^upwards of one hundred 
in the course of the year. In Russia, where fish^ poultry, 
fruit, and most delicious sweetmeats, meet the eye m tempt- 
ing and relishing forms, to exist on such delicacies during 
fast-days is not diflScult But heaven preserve every civil- 
ized stomach from the expiation which is imposed on it in 
a Grecian house during the fast. The chief deliccunes 
there, are mallow leaves boiled with pepper and salt, and 
snails cooked with garlic ; onions, roasted in the ashes like 
chestnuts, are not wanting. In the market, all these luxu- 
ries are displayed for sale to him who may not wish to be 
at the trouble of searching for them. At this market, are 
also exposed for sale, as if more alluring, some half-fetid 
sea polypuses, of which Schiller's " Diver" gives such a dis- 
gusting account; and with them may be seen sea spiders, 
and a kind of stinking fish, from which oozes a black juice 
called Calamia. Whoever does not lose his appetite at 
such spectacles, must indeed have none left to lose. 

Wit^ these dainties they drink a common Grecian wine 
that comes firom the Morea-— somewhat diffeient firom the 
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fiery nectar so eelebrated by the poets of both ancient and 
modern days— procured from the Greek island still under 
Turkish dominion^ such as Chios, but for which a very high 
torice is demanded. In the land of Greece, the vme is but 
fittle cultivated, and the beverage obtained is not preserved 
in casks, but in bags of goat skin, the rough side of which 
is pitched and turned within. Some idea may be formed 
of the fragrance emitted by this distasteful drink, when 
thus pr^paredl Frederick the Great once observed in 

eayful manner to the Burgomaster of Grfineberg, as the 
tier handed him a cup of the wine of that place : "Happy 
is he who is not forced to drink of it I" Had his majes^ 
come in contact with a Grecian Burgomaster upon such 
an occasion, I doubt not the latter would have been ac- 
cused of an attempt to poison the king. Had an excuse 
been tendered in these words,—" A poor fellow can give 
no better than he has"— it would not have served : for the 
Greek is well able to produce better^ did he not from lazi- 
ness neglect the cultivation of the vme, or at least use no 
care in providing better and more cleanly methods of pre- 
serving it 

The principal kind of meat ate in Greece is lamb j and 
the German and French dining-houses in Napoli and Athens 
were limited to this, which, thanks to the art of cookery, 
was often dished up in a tempting style. When it became 
known here that in Tyrenth, (a mile and a half distant 
from the town, where Hercules was born, and which has 
now become a royal domain,) a -calf was about to be 
slaughtered, there was an unusual mustering of people 
in the royal city — and at every corner you might behold 
faces animated with joy. Ail were eager to get a morsel 
of the beast. But unfortunately it was only destined for 
the royal kitchen, and the tables of the lordly Armansperg 
and some few favoured courtiers, who were happy enough 
to divide the animsd among them. At Easter, when, ac- 
cording to reliffious custom, every Greek eats his Kaster 
lamb, the blood of these young victims is allowed to flow 
along the promenade before the gate. 

For satisfying the demands of strangers at Napoli and 
Athens, several German and French cooks are establish- 
ed. At the house kept by the Vienna Sisters, where trav- 
ellers generally resort, and at the principal French restau- 
rateurs, a good dinner is furnished at a very moderate 
rate. The company is also selec^ and the conversation 
lively, but discreet, as a noble guest, Prince Edward of 
Saxe-Altenburgh, daily joins in the table jokes ; and whose 
presence of course prevents any one from transgressing 
the limits of decorum. In the hot season* the hours from 
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ien till five o^lock are so intolerable, as to compel every 
one who is not forced to be out on business, to keep withiB 
his room. 

Individuals fond of social company, would be amply en- 
tertained in Napoli : the various members of the diplomat- 
ic corps alternately holding their soirees through the even- 
ings of the week. On Wednesday, Count Armansperg 
regularly received a small circle of the selects-denomina- 
ted "the English clique," as it generally consisted of mem- 
bers of that nation and their Mends. At the French, Rus- 
sian, and Prussian Ambassador's, (the first of whom is not 
married, and the families of the latter have only lately ar- 
rived in Greece,) we found gentlemen alone, but contrived 
to pass the evenmgs very agreeably. It would have aston- 
ished a foreigner, suddenly arriving from Paris, Berlin, or 
St. Petersbur^h. to see, on entering either of these saloons, 
the guests with lonj? Turkish pipes, and sitting in their shirt- 
sleeves ; but the Grecian climate should be at the same 
time, remembered — ^the sultry days and hot nights — not 
cooled by a single dew-drop. One Friday evening in the 
month of March, (during which, heavy showers poured 
down without intermission,) a soiree was assembled at the 
residence of the Prussian Ambassador, where, in the two 
first saloons^ the more junior members of the company 
were ensaged at the games of whist and ecart^ ; whilst in 
the third, small groups of the elder branches were occu- 
pied in quiet conversation. Coletti, an heroic fi^re. with 
a dark, expressive countenance, sat on the sofa in his na- 
tional costume — which he never exchanged, except when 
it was absolutely necessary, for the new fashioned Greco- 
Bavarian dress. He held a serious discussion with his 
friend Baron de Rouen, the French Ambassador^ who, al- 
though no longer youngj was still a fine-looking man. 
From the whist-table, not far distant, the English minister, 
Mr. Dawkins, was eamesfiy, though not openly, Ifstening to 
their colloquy, and by consequent inattention and distrac- 
tion in play, made one blunder after another, which gave 
his opponent, the Russian Ambassador, (who is well known 
to be an arch wit,) opportunity for several sarcastic re- 
marks. The honest Baron de Rouen, meanwhile, quietlv 
continued his conversation. Suddenly, however, he mani- 
fested siffns of uneasiness, and passed his hand over his 
brow. These tokens excited the curiosity of several of the 
company, for the Baron was understood to be a keen di- 
plomatist, and not easily put out of countenance. Coletti 
must in fact have communicated to him something import- 
ant The disquietude of the Frenchman increased. Al- 
ready there was a whispering that important despatches 
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b«d arrived, purporting that tiie alliance between France 
and England was tottering— or that Napoleon was come 
to life again— or some such fable. But when the Baron 
suddenly sprung up and rushed into the adjoining room 
with Coletti, curiosity reached its highest pitch. All crowd- 
ed together,— listening or asking questions. Silently the 
Baron took our host, Count Lusi, by the hand, and led him 
back to the first chamber — ^where he developed the cause 
of his excitement. Through the ceiling above, the rain 
was seen oozing down ; it had at first only slowly descend- 
ed in drops, but by degrees poured more heavily upon the 
head of the diplomatist, and had ultimatelv rendered his 
seat untenable. On its becoming general, this explanation 
occasioned imiversal laughter ; which, however, was soon 
changed into a less pleasant excitement, when it appeared 
that no part scarcely of the roof was water-proof. At length 
umbrellas were hoisted — certainly an unusual thing in a 
diplomatic drawing-room ; this, nevertheless, is the condi- 
tion of one of the best houses in Napoli, for the seven rooms 
of which (af^r having, at an enormous expense, put them 
into a supposed habitable state) the Prussian Ambassador 
must pay about twen^-four pounds per month. 

When I returned after this toef party to my own domi- 
cil, I was there likewise greeted with a deplorable sight of 
the same character. In my bedchamber even, from a 
chink in the roofj through which, it is true, I had already of- 
ten seen the stars shine, water had poured, and threatened 
a complete deluge. My humble pallet was saturated, nor 
was th,ere a corner of the room wherein I could have set- 
tled it, with replaced linen, in safety. In order to rest there- 
fore, nothing could be done but to spread over my head a 
large umbrella, under which shelter I contrived to sink into 
a happy state of forgetfulness. The reader must not fancy 
that I am exaggerating ; the right colour in which to paint 
the condition of the stranger accustomed to comforts, in 
Greece^ should be black. 

But fresh calamities awaited me that night Scarcely 
had I slumbered an hour under the protection of my silken 
roo^ when I was awoke by a sudden. shock. Sprin^ng up, 
I thought that some person might be secreted under mv 
bed, desirous, perchance, of cutting a German throat, which 
was by no means a mere ludicrous supposition, as the ha- 
tred of the natives towards the strangers quartered amongst 
them — ^to whom, by the perverted measures of the Regencjr, 
thev must always yield the preference — ^is so great, that m 
Hellas a Sicilian vesper-nignt mi^ht possibly be repeated. 
However, there was neither a Palicanan nor any other hu- 
man being visible in the room but myself. About a quar- 
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ter of an hour aft^^ards the shock was repeated, and I 
now knew it to be one of those slight earthquakes whereby 
in this climate summer usually announces itself. When, 
on the following afternoon, 1 was accidentally engaged 
conversing with a friend in the library of M. Jaque^ we 
were both suddenly seized with an electric shoc^ another 
consequence of earthquake, which in the evening was fol- 
lowed by such a tempest as I never witnessed in the west 
or north. The lightning streamed with dazzlinc^ force into 
rooms already brilliantly illuminated, shaming the artificial 
splendour; and the flashes were seen winding their zigzag 
course down the jutting rocks of Palamides into the ocean. 
The quickly following rain changed all the streets into im- 
petuous rivulets ; it was, however, the last storm in the 
spring of the year, for now began the dry, or rather arid 
season. A continued cloudless sky then smiles on the 
earth beneath, but it is a smile of mockery, parching and 
withering rather than consoling ; until in November the 
clouds again collect, and discharge themselves upon the 
thirsty ground in cool refreshing showers. Lightly and 
joyously the young Greek then trips along the moistened 
soil; but alas ! many a stranger from the north has sunk 
meanwhile fainting and powerless into the arms of the 
great mother! 



CHAPTER XXXIX. 

Thb lion of St. Hark and the Venetian Nightcap on the Gate of NapoU— Kinf 

Otho on the Promenade. 

A PEW days after my arrival here, I visited the promen- 
ade before the Gate, which, owing to fine weather, was 
animatedly and numerously attended both by Germans 
and natives. I inspected the well-preserved fortifications 
of Napoli, and the ancient, sombre-lookine sate, on which 
are still visible the lion of St Mark's and the Doge's cap 
carved in stone, remnants of Venetian dominion. The 
last object most strikingly resembles a niehtcap, indica- 
ting, perhaps, the quiet slumber into which the once proud 
and stirring state of Venice has in late ages faUen. The 
lion has not a very terrible appearance, for time has rob- 
bed him of half his skull. 

One day I perceived an unusual stir and motion about 
the dismal-looking portal, beyond which the sound of 
horses' hoofs were heard. After a while, a small troop of 
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horsemen appeared, beaded by Othp, king of Greece ; next 
to him rode two young Grecian ordnance officers, Carbii- 
ni and Bozzaris, clad, alas ! in European uniform ; and at 
a short distance behind them, followed four or five escort- 
inff hussars. Smiling, and saluting his people on both 
sides, the King proceeded through the lines of promen- 
aders. 

Otho is a fine young man. with a cheerful and healthy 
countenance, whereon may, nowever, be traced a shade of 
sadness. Torn from his native country, and from an af- 
fectionate mother, to be transferred.to a land, which first by 
long slavery, ana subsequentlv through protracted strug- 
gles for independence, is deeply sunken and demoralized ; 
with the task before him of raising his people so far as to 
place them on a level with civilized states; witnessing every- 
where around want and misery, which he must seek to al- 
leviate ; and surrounded by men to whose counsel he la 
bound to pay attention — while at the same time he per- 
ceives that following the said counsel can only widen a 
chasm between the throne and the people, — ^^Otho cannot 
but have a difficidt and serious game to play. But we hope 
and believe that the period when he is able to cast off all 
mischievous control, and emancipate himself and subjects 
from the overweening influence of Bavarian employes, 
will prove how far two eventful years have gone towards 
enriching him with the wisdom commonly gained in ten. 
He will, we doubt not, then remember that he is King of 
Greece, and that as such it is his duty to permit the sons 
of Hellas to enjoy the fruits of their land, the fields of which 
they have bathed with their hearts' blood. He will bethink 
him that his adopted country is not meant to enrich foreign 
cormorants, who perhaps came here with an idea that 
Greece was a sort of Bavarian Algiers ! 



CHAPTER XL. 

of a married Couple, of eome disttection in Napo1i-49oIr€e«tt the IWaee 
oftlie Prealdent of the Reg encj— Fkpa .Skioitafti— Tlie IViceroy'a Theatrical 
Bpeculatioii— Colocotioni. 

The pride and vanity of a married couple of high rank 
in Greece, have often created many errors, and subjected 
them to much ridicule. I had already heard in some di- 
plomatic circles at Constantinople, that a certain married 
lady did not conceive the union of her eldest daughter with 



NAPOU DI BOHANU. 191 

the King of Greece to be an impossibility. In NapoU such 
reports were freely circulated. Indeed, on several occa- 
sions, the subject was openly discussed in the saloons of 
the Foreign Ministers ; and the parents, when questioned 
on the subject, would endeavour to discountenance the ru- 
mour, by announcing the intended marriase of the young 
lady, with some English naval officer. This foUy was of- 
ten repeated, insomuch that the poor girl, to my certain 
knowledge, had been paraded about everywhere as be- 
trothed, when, in fact, she hadjtiever been engaged. Pos- 
sessing as she did, both amiable ^jualities and accomplish- 
ments, she deserved a better fate than that of being made 
the dupe of parental intrigue. 

There has been much tedk made in the German papers 
about the obligation foreigners are under to the President 
of the Regency for his soirees, " the most delightful through- 
out Greece ;" and that his Excellency had made great sa- 
crifices in giving them, in order to recompense his visiters 
for the deprivations they were, of necessity, subject to in 
Napoli. To prejudiced articles of correspondence from 
Greece, (written under the superintendence of partisans of 
the President,) may such panegyrics be attriouted. Not 
to the President are we indebted for these entertainments, 
but to the state purse — from which a considerable sum is 
abstracted for this especial purpose, but which might be 
better and more beneficially applied, were it distributed 
among the infirm and needy. It is well known that, at the 
end of December, 1834. one of the bravest of the Greeks, 
(the Papa Skiostzas,) wno, as a daring leader, joined in the 
struggle for liberty, and whose body was covered with 
wounds, was obliged, by hunger and cold, to creep like 'a 
dog into the corner of a ruined hut at Atnens, whilst the 
" High Vice-Regal Lord" was giving balls and routs witli 
the money of the Greeks — the countrymen of this disabled 
warrior. Officers of the law were engaged in extorting 
from the poor starving people their last lefla, in order that 
the Governor might engage Italian singers and dancers, at 
enormous sums, and build a theatre at Athens. 

Praise and thanks be given to the good young king! 
who, as soon as he knew of this oppression, was disgusted 
in the highest degree at such proceedings, and summoning 
the Governor to his presence, indi^antly asked, "How, 
amidst misery and want, he could think of such heartless 
extravagance ?" The gentleman from whom the whole of 
this theatrical project emanated, announced at a soiree, 
the same evening, that the corps dramatique were too ex- 
orbitant in their demands, and that, accordingly, all further 
treaty with them was broken offi A contract, however, 
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had been already entered into with the company, and thej 
had received a considerable sum as a deposiie. Under 
what head this will be entered in the pubuc accounts, it 
would excite some curiosity to know, were not, indeed, so 
high a personage as the Governor able to do as he pleased 
in this matter fiso. 

What will become of Greece, in the hands of the present 
Plenipotentiaries and their adherents, every one who sym- 
pathizes with the natives, must painfully anticipate. The 
venerable and brave champion, Colocotroni, (who had cer- 
tainly given sufficient proof of his early attachment to the 
young King,) endeavoured to invest the monarch with 
real power, and thus deliver Greece from the tyranny of 
strangers, under whose yoke the land groans more than 
when under the dominion of the Turks. This old Palica- 
rian chie^ for his good intentions, was sentenced to death ; 
which sentence, through the kind intercession of the Regen- 
cy ! was commuted to an imprisonment of twen^ years. 
Here let it be observed, that Colocotroni was, at the time, 
seventy years of age — and it would have been more mer- 
ciful to have taken his life, than to condemn him to the 
horrors of perpetual imprisonment 



CHAPTER XLI. 

8olr€es of Oooat AnsaaspeiY'-The Scribeiaa Diplooiatiflt^The tmaller circles at 

the President's. 

Lut US now turn from the gloomy prison of the fortress 
o/Palamides, in whichthe old Grecian warrior is to end his 
wretohed life, and proceed to the Grand saloon of the Pres- 
ident of the Regency, which very closely resembles a Euro- 
pean canversatianey and therefore requires but a brief de- 
scription. 

In the dancing-room are seated both German and Gre- 
cian beauties. The latter have gradually adopted the 
manners of European society, and me ancient custom with 
the ladies of Greece, to remain seated in the oriental fash- 
ion, with crossed l^s, is now exploded. If, some short 
time ago, a young Grecian female had ventured to waltz 
with any ^ntleman, the mother, accustomed (as regards 
the behaviour of women) to the strictness and seventy of 
the East, would have torn the hair from her head. But 
now, not only do the mammas sanction this, but ^tness 
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wMi pleasnm tiieir daughters' anxiety to dance them- 
selves into the arms of good husbands, paiticulaily Ger- 
mans — as, under the present government^ they are the only 
class of men desirable for marriage. The Greeks are 
graceful in their movements ; and with their slim figures, 
can join in the waltz and gallopade as well as the m(»t ele- 
gant Prussian or Rusdan officer of the guards. 

Besides the Bavarian military, there are generally some 
French and English naval officers present at these enter- 
tainments. Those belonging to the Russian service were 
obliged to forego the honour of being invited by the An^o- 
Qraecp-German president, although, out of the twenty mil- 
lions of Russian, subsidy-money, he has no doubt con- 
trived to pay for many of his balls and other entertain- 
ments. When the Russian brig Ajaz arrived here from 
Constantinople, with Prince Edward of Saze-Altenburgh, 
and the courteous prince could not sufficientlv praise the 
politeness and attention of her crew, as well as the excellent 
condition of the vessel, Count Armansperg, it is true, invited 
the whole of the officers belonging to the Russian squadron 
tiien at anchor off Napoli ; but they all refused his invita- 
tion, except one, who was, therefore, subsequently shunned 
by nis comrades. The Russian officers, indeed, hardly 
ever came on shore, and never were known to commit any 
excesses in the streets of Napoli, which may be said also of 
the officers belon^ng«to the French vessels on the same 
station. On the oUier hand, I have frequently seen young 
English officers completely intoxicated ; and on one occa- 
sion, at the Bruno coffee-house in Napoli, I saw two Eng- 
lish midshipmen throw tables and cnairs at the waiter's 
head, without having received any provocation; ai^l the 
di^aceful affair concluded by their being turned out by 
the landlord himself. 

The corps diplomatique in Greece, includes several mem- 
bers of distinguished families, who form the elite of the as- 
semblies ; but the majority of them are beardless young 
gentlemen belonging to the administration— secretaries^ 
under secretaries, and, in short, the fillers of various of- 
fices which have been withheld from better qualified and 
more just claimants — the Greeks. 

The Countess does the honours in rather an odd 

manner. Thus on one occasion, she asked an officer be- 
longmgtotiie Bavarian garrison, (who was decorated with 
an ord^r of merit,) as he stood looking at the dancers : — 
'^DonHyou dance, Captain?" The ofScer replied in the 
neeative. 

^Don't you play V^ asked the lady again. Another neg- 
ative, and the lady exclaimed in astonishment ^^Good 
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faeavensl why what do vou do Aere iSbex^T" Itmutlbe 
admitted, that her ladyship well knew how to ezpren 
herself uncaremonioualy. Ttie captain was at first so con- 
founded, that he was at a loss how to r^ply to such rude- 
ness, and shortly afterwards mentioned the circumstance 
to his colonel, who forthwith advanced towards their hos- 
tess, and assured her that he, as wdl as the captaiti, neither 
danced nor played, but although he knew the di^culty of 
finding amusement elsewhere, he plainly saw tihat his so- 
ciety was no longer acceptable, upon which he retired witii 
the captain ! As her soirees were given in the name of the 
King, this said lady ought to remember that slve occupies 
a sort of public station. However, when the expenses of 
these entertainments appeared to the other members of the 
Regency to be too great, and certain similar inadverten- 
cies on the part of the lady became matter of scandal, it 
was determined that the assemblies should be held for the 
future in another establishment 

This continued to be the case until the summer of 1834, 
when through intrigue, M. von Maurer, a member of the 
Regency, and opposed to the President but a man of ac- 
knowledged honesty, was recalled ; and his substitute, M. 
von Abel, arrived. 

The young king also regularly visited these balls, and 
participated with amiable courtesy both in the dance and 
conversation — ^the latter chiefly with the foreign ministers. 
The Danish Consul General, von F — played, b^ the by, a 
comic interlude here. He is such a man as Scnbe depicts 
in the burlesque character'of the WestphaMan Ambassador, 
in his pleasing comedy of the Diplomatist Upon the veiy 
first presentation of the diplomatic body to me King, the 
chamoerlain was obliged to signify to Ai. von F. that the 
apartment where the ambassadors and charges d'affaires 
assembled, was not appropriate to him, but that he must 
pass on to another, appointed for the consuls and mercan- 
tile agents. " Good heavens !" said the person thus cor- 
rected, " I was accredited for six years to the court of 
Morocco, and was there the first of the diplomatic body. 
His highness the Dey, distinguished me before eyerybody 
else : why then should I be put back here ?" This was so 
far correct ; as there was no ambassador at Morocco, M. 
von F. was consul-general, and his colleagues were merely 
consuls or vice-consuls. It was with difficulty he could be 
made to acquiesce in the regulation. 

This gentleman was altogether what is denominated a 
bore. Wherever he met the King subsequently in society, 
he followed him from one room to the other, to throw hiia- 
selfuihis way. If the monarch could escape no longer, 
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and addfewed a kindly word or two to the consular agent, 
he was sure not to escape from his gossip unless almost by 
rudeness. He would run all day long after one ambassa- 
dor or the other, wearying them to death. He always en- 
deavoured to convey a mysterious importance into his 
countenance, as if he knew a secret whereon the fate of 
Burope huns. He was, indeed, a personification of the 
mountain in labour. 

Besides these baDs and large soirees, on every Wednes- 
day evening a small societv assembled, as before men- 
tioned, at Count Armansperg's. Oppressed throughout the 
whole day with care and anxiety, the Kins sought in the 
eyening some recreation, and consequentty visited this 
circle also. ^The friendly monarch, in aU the exuberant 
vivacity of youth, naturally took a share in the amuse- 
ments of each party. It was therefore the duty of the 
master or mistress of the house to see these amusements 
were select in their nature, in order to please so dignified 
a guest — and that in the necessary arrangements, respect 
for the sovereign was not compromised. When the for- 
eign ministers began to speak censoriously about miscon- 
ceptions that arose on tbiji point, certain assemblies as- 
sumed a different aspect, but they meanwhile became less 
frequented by Otho. 



CHAPTER XLIL 

milpto A]too»-'rh0 flnlf pM tab te Boad hi Qt^^tt—Extncngmt Dimipmioaof tbm 
kMiw— Coloeotniai's aiid BnaDlb* country aeata— IVrinth— The river Inachat— 
AxfOt-'Etflergf and the beautiful Helene— The Aiiive-aaxon Guest. 

An invitation of the thrttssian Ambassador, to make a 
tilp to Argos,(to whom I must be allowed to express )ny 
gratitude for the many kindnesses which he showed his 
countr^an so far away from home,) was accepted by 
me with eagerness. It was on a deautiful morning in 
March that we passed the gate, our servant being loaded 
with good things from the cellar and kitchen of the am- 
bassador r at me gate we found standing, as usual, some 
hackney-carriages of the Argives. These Calasches (pro- 
bablv remains of those of the French officers garrisoned 
here) are, aJUiough one would be ashamed to hire them in 
anjr Carman citv, of great public value and convenience — 
as important indeed as a one-eyed monarch amonest blind 
subjects. Th€L horses are harnessed to the vehicles by 
means of ropes tied together in every imagbiable way i tiie 
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drivers are coft&red with Tags; yet one allows 000% fldtf to 
be drawn along in one of these fi>nr*iM^ieeled propdihkg 
machines. The Macadamized r<nd. three leagues looft 
that leads from NapoU to Argoe, is tbm only one posasiw 
for carriages tlm>ii^^at Oreece, and ev^ this is the wwk 
of earlier times, made, namely, under Count Capo dlstrias* 
Means of communication are am<»ig the first and noost 
necessary thines, in a country that is to be reclaimed to 
civilization. After the Regoicy had existed for two years ; 
after forty millions of franks, the amount of the two first 
loans of France and Bn^and. had been extravi^a^y dis- 
sipated,— still no road existed whereby the produce of. the 
interior could be conveyed to the caiHtal. Northern GSreece^ 
on the frontiers of Turkey, possessed admhrable woods 
which might 3rield quantities of timbeiv excellentiy adaqdlad 
for ship and other buildhif . if the trunks could 01^ be 
conveyed to the coasts. This was.indeed not to be effect- 
ed upon horses and asses, which wece alone able to ck^m- 
ber over tiie pathless mountain steeps; and the monef 
whereby roads mifffat have been made^ and the wagm of 
labour secured to the poor Greeks, was apqoiLed to ^s^porl 
timber fiY>m Trieste and Turke]^ 

. The road from Napoli to Argos lies through a pleasant 
tract On the left is seen the bay, with the isfimd of 8pe»- 
zia in the distance ; while nearer rises Napoli in the torn 
of an amphitheatre, with its two fortresses of Itschkale and 
Palamides — and has a better appearance than when one 
is within it To the right of the road spreads the green 
plain, which, it is true, requires to be more decoratea with 
trees to be considered beautiftil. Several conical rocks 
rise like islands from it, and appear to indicate that the aesr 
once rolled its waves over the surface. The distant rockjf 
mountains across which the road passes to Corinth (the 
mountains of Laconia) enclose the view. 

At a quarter of a league from Napoli, and close to the 
left of the road, is an agreeable littie villa belonging.to 
Colocotroni, besides a few rustic tenements in which there 
are no glass windows,— bu^ truly Greek, they present 
merely the wooden frame of a house. 

A couple of graybearded Palicars sat in the littie garden 
close to the dwelling-house of Colocotroni, silently smo- 
king their pipes. Their sorrowiiil looks, which occasion* 
ally glanced across to Napoli's rockv forts, allowed us to 
guess that their might have been pamfully ruminating on 
those chiefs who once led them to battie and to victory, 
and who now underwent in prison a sentence that I cannot 
consider Jnst A German, who visited old Colocotroni 
when he was still free^ heard iiittnr complahits ftom bis 
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own moQtii at the degradation to which he had been 
doomed by the Regency, which as an old soldier of the war 
of emancipation he certainly did not merit: "Why did 
not'' added he, "the King seek counsel from vie? I, as 
a Greek, must certainly be most familiar with the wants of 
my country; could have given explanation upon many 
points ; and woidd have staked my head on the honesty 
of my advice." 

Not far from his seat, we met the son of Colocotroni, a 
young man about twenty years of age, who had received 
the completion of his education in Paris, and had not long 
returned to his native country, to see his father condemned, 
like a common criminal, to death, because he was anxious 
to hasten the moment so ardently desired by all Greeks^ 
when the King should himself wield the reins of govern- 
ment, for the weal of the people and of the country. 

Close to Colocotroni's estate lies the far more elegant 
one of Admiral Miaulis, which for some time served Count 
Armansperg as a summer residence. At rather more than 
balf a league distance from the city, is T3nrinth, the ruins 
of which lie upon the surface of a low hill. They exhibit 
cyclc^ean walls, consisting of immense blocks of rock held 
together without mortar, by their own weight alone. Three 
thousand years have not been able to destroy them. We 
know from Homer that this most ancient monument exist- 
ed before the Trojan war. Pausanias calls these ruins 
wonders ! Every one who sees them will agree with him. 
One cannot comprehend how the ancients contrived to 
pile these masses of rock upon each other. Either their 
machines must have been admirable, or their corporeal 
strength far greater than that of their descendants. A 
small cavity, on the side of the ruins nearest to Napoli, is 
indicated as the cradle of Hercules — who, if he filled it, 
must have been a stoUt infant! When I crept into the 
bole. I found a number of lizards there, which glided about 
as nimbly, and exhibited as cheerful countenances, as the 
ancient Tyrinthians, who, as is recorded, were a li|rht- 
bearted people, performing even their religious exercises 
with vivacity. On descending the hill, a snake at least 
three feet long rustled past me. As I am in some degree 
an adherent to the " transmleratioix of souls," I allowed it 
to escape — that I misht not, oy striking it on the head^n- 
flict an injury on, perhaps, a former Tyrinthian maid. Ty- 
rinth was destroyed by the inhabitants of Areos, and the 
Tyrinthians carried captives to that city. Tnere is now 
formed at the foot of the ruins a royal domain. 

We passed through three villages on the road to Argos, 
one of which belongs to the Hadschi Christos. The name 
17* 



m ITAFOU n BOIUMttv 

i 

or tiHe ofBadnM is applied to those Orsieic OiiisliaaB «te 
have made a pilorimage to the body sepulchre at Jerusalem^ 
and also to the Turks who hare visilea the sacred Caaba. 
At about a quarter of a^ league froin Ar^s a stone bridge 
spans- the Inachas, which, tike most or the Greek riven 
displays in summer a dry bed, filled with pebbles instead 
of water; but during the wet season it overflows a con- 
siderable portion of the plain. The entrance to this city— 
(mce so rich in monuments, temples, tombs — ^with a fonan, 
gymnashim, and theatre, (of which the ancients relate so 
much,) is now very plain and uninterestinff. One pasaea 
between mouldering walls, over heaps of rubbish, and 
amidst miserable clay huts^ having shot-holes instead of 
windows, into the town itself, which has scarcely a hundred 
houses. The bazaar consists of some dirty booths, wheare- 
in rank tobacco and uneatable provisions are vended. The 
barrack, in which the re^ment of Lancers lie, is, however, 
a new, showy-looking building. Opposite to it stands, sur- 
rounded by tenements, gardens, and fore-courts, an elegant 
house — one of the most agreeable and sotidfy bimt through- 
out Greece — ^belonging to the Greek Kalergi, who served 
as colonel in the Russian service, and sacrificed to his 
country a portion of his immense wealth in the great war 
of emancipation. This personage having, in the summer 
of 1834; come ftom St. Petersburgh to make some domes- 
tic arrangements, and to fetch his wife, (then residing at 
Argos,) the supreme Regency caased him to be arrested 
on suspicion — a circumstance probably occasioned by 
Kalergl's residing ultimately in Russia instead of in Eng- 
land. After having been kept one month in prison, he was 
tried at the instance of the Regency, which, however, did' 
not find the least guilt attach to him, and therefore acqoit* 
ted him. I should like to know how its members can an- 
swer for such vexatious stretches of authority. The wife 
of Kalergi, still a lovely woman, was before marriage known 
by the name of the " beautiful Helen 5" and as, for her 
namesake, a tedious and bloody war was waged for many 
years, so did the noblest ydhths of the country contend— 
though not altogether hostilely — ^for her possession, until 
herpresent spouse received her hand. 

We alighted at this house, wherein King Otho himself 
passes some of the summer months, that we mie^t pay a 
visit to an officer of artillery, (a Saxon,) who had the com- 
mand of the territory of Argos. and lived here with his 
wife. Before dinner, we visited tne most remarkable spots 
of this ancient town. The foundation walls of the Acropo- 
lis are also cvclopean; and Polybius, Euripides, and other 
classical authors, mention these as very strong works^ 



which long resisted the attacks of the destroctive Myce- 
neans. 

To the southeast of the fortress, there still exists^ partly 
liewn in the rock, and partly built of bricks, the outline of 
the tiieatre, whence I was enthusiastic enough to cany away 
a small piece of stone as a reminiscence. Upon the once 
magnificent seat of the gods of Greece, now arise the figures 
of Christian chapels, churches, and monasteries. We thus 
saw, not far from the theatre, a chaoel in which firagments 
-of CcM'inthian columns were noticea, which, from the de- 
iBcription of Pausanias, doubtless once belonged to the su- 
perb temple of Juno ; and to the northeast of the Acropolis, 
upon the ruins of a temple of Apollo Diradiotes. there is a 
monastery, occupied by dirty, idle monks. Also, to the 
south of the city, are to be seen, in the wftlls of a church, 
the remains of some kncient Ionic columns. A crowd of 
historical recollections is connected with the majority of 
the places of this old capital of Agamemnon, the '*kin^ of 
kings," and '* shepherd of nations." The elegant, light 
Grecian style of architecture, exhibits itself in conjunetum 
with the Cyclopean masonry — which no doubt pre-existed, 
and has probably bearded time as Ions here, as in the 
similar structures of the p3nramids on the oanks of the Nile. 

In Argos, a strong hatred of the French still prerails, 
-founded upon the pitiless butchery those heroes of Jreedom 
once inflicted there upon many defenceless men, women, 
and children. 

The visit we paid our Arglve-Saxon friend, seasoned by 
the agreeable presence of an amiable and beautiful woman, 
prolonged itself deep into night No coachman would at 
first venture to convey us back forthwith to Napoli. Our 
warrior-host however, who had lived here for many years 
as a Phil-heilenist, and knew the langua^ and customs 
well, at last succeeded, bv promise of additional pay, in in- 
ducine a driver to come forward, who rumbled us on quick- 
ly to me metropolis. The gate was already closed when 
we reached it, but immediately opened when the ambassa- 
dor, mentioned his name. A diplomatist (though often a 
more dangerous person) enters a fortress far more easily 
than a warrior armed cap-a-pie. 
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CHAPTER XLIII. 

May of the year 1934 fai NapoU^Tiial of CokwofxoBi and CbttopnloB— The 
nur of a yoniiJE German Ueutenaot— The State Ad?Dcate Bfosson— The PrerideK 
PoUzoidea— Gleooaris— Cantakoaenoa, the Son-in-Law preaomptiTe of Armana* 
perg— A twenty-yeara-eld Soath German Doetor and myadf-ttoaaiaa and Ctefw 
man Enfllgna--Staiko8 Staikopuloa— Black Goardiana. 

The May of the year 1834 arrived. In Germany it in- 
spires new life into .every thing, animate or inanimate. Na- 
ture robes herself in a fresh suit of green; and the human 
bosom expands with renewed hope. In Greece it is other- 
wise, where the glowing sun dries up the verdure which the 
two preceding months had strewed around in field and 
valley. The streets of the cities are empty $ and only to- 
wards evening do they become reanimated, when we again 
hear the incessant chatter of southern tongues. But he 
who was an unprejudiced observer, on a fine May evening 
of that year, of the small group of Greeks who stood crowct-- 
ed together with gloomy looks upon the Platane place In 
Napoli, would have doubted the truth of Grecian light- 
heartedness. Frequently, as seeking hope, were their eyes 
directed to the starry heavens; or perhaps doubtingly 
glanced upon the royal palace. That May fell witheringly 
upon the vales of Greece, and also upon the Grecian mind. 
It annihilated that seed which the people had sown upon 
their native soil, during a ten years' war, and had manured 
with their best hearts' blood. Afler long scenes of desola- 
tion, Greece hoped and expected repose under the protec- 
tion of its own king, in vain. The kmg came — a youth full 
of wishes, indeed, to make his gpeople happy, and to heal 
its wounds with a kind hand. But al£is ! that hand was 
tied. Joyous dancing and music oflen resounded from the 
saloons of the President of the Regency ; whilst, in the 
damp vaults of the fortress Itschkale, the fetters of the im- 
prisoned defenders of the country clanked in inharmonious 
contrast 

The day approached which was to drag Colocotroni be- 
fore the bar of Justice^ to be charged as a traitor : — he^ the 
old hero who, for ten years, never laid his sword aside, in 
order that he might free his country from the Turkish 
yoke ;— he was to be condemned at the command of a for- 
eign noble, who rioted in extravagant luxuriance, at the 
expense of the impoverished land. And why should Colo- 
cotroni be condemned ? Because he ventured to wish, that 
Otho should be, in truth, and not title only, King of Greece ; 
that he might be far removed from Napoli^ who, with a sin- 
gle stroke of his pen, destroyed what the sons of the father- 



land bad piunohaittd in many a bloody battle^ with tbe aao* 
lificie ofproperty and Mb I Tmly, old Colocotroniy thy chains 
do not disgrace thee ! 

It had been understood, in a superior quarter, that two 
of the five appointed judges had formerly stood upon a 
firiendly footing with the accused individual. A few days 
before the commencement of the trial, both these men re- 
ceived appointoxents in distant provinces, and two others — 
between whom and Colocotroni it was known that an old 
pique existed— were placed in their stead. One of these 
latter was Poli2oides, who presided over the bench. Two 
days before the beginning of the trial, 1 myself heard a for- 
ei^ minister remark to Polizoides, " That there was no 
fair chance for Colocotroni upon this trial f to which the 
latter reijilied, " I am, it is true, Colocotroni's enemy 5 nev- 
ertheless, as judj^e, I shall act as my conscience directs, 
and as a man of honour P— Polizoides has indeed shown 
himself in tbe result to be an honourable man. He and 
Terzeto, (another or the judges,) could not, conscientious* 
ly, pronounce tbe prisoner guilty ; and both refused to sub- 
scribe his sentence of death, untO, at the command of th^ 
Regency, the Minister of Justice appeared in the court, and 
undi^r the surveillance of gens d'armes, forced the pen Ia* 
to their hands I 

At an anele of the Platane square, at the ibot of the stone 
steps which ascend to the fortress itschkale, lies the Boh- 
lentikon, a building that was formerly a Turkish mosque; 
then, during the revolution, served the senate as a place of 
assemldy; out under the tle^ncy, has been alternately 
used for balls and for a court of justice. A high staircase 
leads to the saloon^ nnd in the vaults there are prisons. 
At the end of the saloon, was a tribune for the president 
and the four other judges. To the left, at a desk, the state 
attorney sat as public prosecutor, while on the right were 
seats for the prisoners and their counsel. The rest of the 
saloon, as well as of the gallery surrounding it, was occu- 
pied by the throngs which crowded thither. On the morn- 
ing ofthe day whereon Colocotroni's trial commenced, the 
vicinity ofthe Boulentikon was swarming with people — 
strangers generally— exclaiming intemperately against the 
prisoner, while Cheeks were standing about, with oppressed 
hearts and a just indignation, curbing the wrath expressive- 
ly delineated in their countenances. At last came the re- 
port of his approach. Gens d'armes, with shouldered car- 
bines, opened the procession, which descended the steps 
from Itschkale; then followed the two impeached individu- 
als in thefar national costume: namely^ red gold-embroid- 
ered jackets, a white fiistaneUa, and the red §7. Old Col- 



oeoh^oni was led by his counsel and one of his relatives; 
fbr he — the previously free Palicar who ranged at wfli 
throughout the world— had become so ill in his prison-viiult 
that he had almost lost the use of his feet The treatment 
the old man had received in his dungeon was indeed abam- 
inable. Amongst other things, I myself heard a young 
German lieutenant who had commanded the guard in the 
fortress, boasting in a coffee-house that he h^ fbrbidd^n ' 
''the old scoundrel, Colocotroni, to sing." Now, every 
Qreek is fond of singing, although his chant may souna 
rather discordantly to German ears. Even this sorrowful 
amusement was prohibited to- the veteran, and that in dis- 
courteous terms by a scurvy lad of nineteen. 

Qens d'armes closed, also, the procession. It wasj^ heart-* 
breaking sight to see the merits of an old warrior thus fe^ 
warded. Colocotroni was greeted on both sides by hi9 
countrymen as he passed ; several Greeks stepped forward^ 
and pressed the hand of their ancient leader, but were 
strucK back by tiie guards. The old man smiled mourn- 
fully, and shrugged his shoulders. Thus did they reach 
the court of justice. The stale advocate, Masson, a Scot 
with a worn-out visage, whom Cochrane had brought ta 
Greece as his secretary, endeavoured to make a pompous 
speech, but he often stuck fast from not being familiar with 
the language, at whicl\ the Greeks everv time burst into a 
loud laugh. At last he came to the indictment, which in 
reading he accompanied with the most absurd gesticula- 
tions, A stranger whom Greece had enriched, dared to 
impeach a man- so instrumental in procuring Greece's free- 
dom ! Colocotroni, leaning his arm upon a chair before 
him, listened calmly ; but when he heard the charge of hidi 
treason, his fiery eyes were fixed upon the speaker. Tne 
impeacner seemed to tremble, and a transient blush pass- 
ed over his hardened features, which carried with it the 
conviction that he felt ashamed. 

The president (Polizoides) now rose, and in few, but en- 
ergetic words, said he would give his judgment conscien- 
tiously — at the same time entreating the spectators to con- 
duct themselves with decorum suitsuble to the olace. Colo- 
cotroni then made a short speech, which, after his usual 
manner, was fbll of admirable metaphors and proverbs* 
A murmur of applause ran through the assembly. The ex- 
amination of witnesses next commenced, many of whom 
gave evidence in favour of the accused. This scene was 
repeated every day for more than a fortnight, in order to 
obtain all the unfounded accusations possible against the 
l^oner. Fortunately for Colocotroni, his skilful counsel, 
Cleonaris, convicted several of his accusers of peijury, a 



^Kmrnstance receiyed by the aasemby with i^yf^auM. 
Masson attempted to speak Romaic, but was often at a 
loss, though endeavouring to disguise it by thumping his 
desk, for which the president was frequently obliged to re- 
prove him. 

ft The accused oofidticted themselves with the greatest 
propriety — Colocotroni's expressive features, merely, indi- 
cating what passed in his mind. Within the bar, and by 
the side of the prisoners, sat their counsel, and several of 
their relatives and friends ; and facing them were their op- 
ponents, amongst whom was a certain Gantakuzenos, a 
fanariot prince, about twenty-two years of age, who talked 
the most nonsensical and unconnected stufi^ He filled an 
important station in the foreign office, and was enjleavour- 
ingto become the son-in-law of Count Armansperg. A 
trming incident in which I took a part, may be here rela- 
ted. On one of the days of the trial: Mr. Masson, (whom I 
had occasionally met in society,) from his elevated seat, 
accidentally observed me in the crowd ; and beckoned me 
with his hand, in spite of my pantomimic negative, to take 
a seat within the bar. I at last found myself obli^d to 
yield to his invitation ; but I seated myself by the side of 
€olocotroni. with whom were several of my friends. The 
very same aay, I was visited by a youne Grennan doctor 
of philosophy, who had come to Greece to see if he could 
pick up any thing. I had shown this youth much attention 
at Napoli, and, at his desire, had introduced him to a for- 
eign ambEussador, with whom I was very intimate. He now, 
however, apprized me, though with polite circumlocution, 
that he was obliged to give up my acquaintance, as I haa 
that mominff openly declared in favour of the accused, (that 
is to say. I had seated myself at Colocotroni's side, m the 
court of justice.) After a hearty laugh, I replied by asking 
him this question — why he annoyed himself, and me too, 
with the present visit ; and at the same time, that I mifi^ht 
not delay him longer on his ministerial business, I told him 
there was a back door to my house, through which he 
might slip out unobserved I A few evenings afterwards, I 
met him at the very ambassador's mansion to whom I had 
been the means of introducing him, when I could not deny 
myself the pleasure of telling him a little more than I had 
already done. 

I have* since read in some Qerman newspaper, that this 
hopeful youth of twenty had been nominated by the Re- 
gency, to the post of chief-justice of a province ! So is 
fnodettv rewarded. 

Much talk had arisen amongst the opponents <)f Coloco- 
troni, respecting a letter sent to him from his majes^, the 
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Bmperor of Rnsata) wiie& he, with oth^ Greek Mtan^ ap- 

iriied ^r counsel from that monarchy whose giorioim ««f 
against Torkev had been the chief means of promoting tiie 
subsequent independence of Greece. Some German sub- 
alterns had declahned in all the coffee-houses, against the 
support wluch Russia had afforded the Greek revolutfon- 
iste. Thej put on ferocious looks, clattered about witii 
their lone sabres, and wished to denounce war immediately 
against the Czar, and put every one to the sword in St Pe- 
lersburgh, who aared to differ from the wise regulations of 
the GreeK vice-royalty. During all this bombast, a few 
leftas supplied them with plenty of lemonade, which no 
doubt tended to cool their anger, and preserve their health 
and strength in this burning cumate. That there, however, 
was not so much danger m the terrible threats of these 
young gentlemen* may be shown by the fact that they very 
willinsly visited the Russian ships of war Ipng at Napoli — 
probaoly that they might dissipate their wrath with the 
excellent dinner they met with on board. The French and 
English ships, however, had not the honour of their visits, 
for this substantial reason, that the officers of those na- 
tions did not regale them with such hearty cheer as the 
^ northern barbarians." The day at length arrived, upon 
which the Emperor^s letter was to be pubucly opened and 
read in court ; when, lo and behold ! it came from the Rus- 
sian minister for foreign affairs, Count Nesselrode, and in 
it he stated to the Greeks, '4hat it was inadmissible to 
lay their complaints before the Emperor, but that they 
must apply to their own government, which would certain- 
}y attend to, and mitigate the wants of the people." This 

Eieceof intelligence sounded somewhat differently to what 
ad been reported. 

The condemnation to death of the two Greeks, Coloco- 
troni and Coliopulos, is a well known fact, as also, that out 
of mercy, it was commuted to a twenty years' imprison- 
ment The noble President Polizoides, and the Judge 
Terzetti, were at the same time proceeded against by the 
State-Advocate, Masson, on account of refusing to sign 
the death-warrants. On the twenty^-fburth of September, 
1834, the Tribunal at Napoli had virtually decided, that 
there was not sufficient evidence to convict the two pris- 
oners of the charge brought against them by the State ad- 
vocate. Hence uie forcible means resorted to, whereby 
the refractory judges were compelled to sign their condem- 
nations, were illegal :— on fiiis account, also, the condem- 
nation of. Colocotroni and Caliopulos was uniust, and yet 
it was carried into ezection. Mons. Cleonarfe, the coun- 
sel for the prisoners, a distinguished Jurist, ana for some 
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time a Minister of Justice tinder Capo distriaa, wotdd 
gain great credit, were he to publish that trial, in which 
wixM superseded right. 

Whoever may at that time have visited the court of Jus- 
tice at Napoli, will doubtless remember to have seen 
amongst the spectators, an old Greek, stooping from affe, 
his hands folded behind him, and his countenance fur- 
rowed with the deep lines of grief, clothed in rags which 
had once formed the costume of his country, and his whole 
figure presenting a picture of misery and want. And yet 
the Greeks surrounded this man, and with reverence ana 
awe listened to the few words that escaped from his pallid 
lips. 

We will briefly trace the history of this man to his death. 
He had seen better days. One of the first heroes of the 
san^inary war of independence, he had valiantly led his 
Palicars ageginst the enemy; ana his countrymen, and the 
scars on his body, alike bore witness of his valour. Born 
at Gortyne, he was the first to encourage the revolution in 
his own province, and willingly to sacrifice his small pro- 
perty. On the storming of the Palamides, he was the man 
who planted the GreeK banner upon its walls, and thus 
protected Napoli from the further attacks of the Turks; 
and by his means, Acrocorlnth, the fortress of Corinth, 
was taken from the Moslems. His merits the provisional 
government had honourably acknowledged by making him 
a General — a rank he had dearly earned by risking both 
life and property for his country. This General was Stai- 
kos Staikopulos, a man devoid of all ferocity,— thus differ- 
ing from most of the Greek leaders — and universally be- 
loved and esteemed for his benevolence. When the Re- 
gency, under the presidency of Count Armansperg. came 
to Greece, however, Staikopulos was forgotten ; ana when 
several persons of distinction spoke in his behalfj the Re- 
gency insulted both them and him, by giving him the title 
of Lieutenant-colonel. Instead of a pension, he received 
the new royal Greek order of the Redeemer. The old 
warrior at lensth became silent, but a tear was often seen 
to start from that eye that had looked fearlessly on death 
in all its terrors. His glance frequently fell upon the cross 
at his breast, and then was upturned to Heaven: there 
only hoping to find a true Redeemer I Owing to the depri- 
vation of comforts, his shattered and wounded frame t>e- 
came exhausted, and at last, his mind gave way under his 
afiBLictions. How. in fact, could his weakened brain sup- 
port these fresh nonours firom the state ! Count Armans- 
perg had built a theatre in Athens, with money which he 
took fi'om the impoverished public coffers, and conse- 
18 
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quei^y, no money could be found for the erection of a 
madhouse, io which the insane Staikopulos might have 
been deposited, for it was suddenly reported that he wcu 
mad. whether he was decidedly so, remains a matter of 
some doubt: however, without any preliminary investiga- 
tion or judicial warrant, the director of the police in Napoli 
caused this brave oppressed Greek to be cast into a damp 
and stinking dungeon, into which no ray of light entered. 
Scarcely a little dirty straw, and no covering at all, did 
they aUow the unfortunate man. The why and wherefore 
remained a mystery to every one. Although many per- 
sons applied on his behalf to the supreme power, his pun- 
ishment was in no degree mitigated. He speedily sicken- 
ed, and was nearly devoured by vermin. 

At length, murmurs and threats from the people procured 
his release from this horrible dungeon, but only two hours 
before his death. Upon the Platane Place at Napoli, a 
collection was made to bury him. "The merchants of 
Napoli," thus it was announced in the Greek papers of 
March, 1835, " remembering that they lived under the pro- 
tection of the fortress which the unfortunate hero had con- 
quered, closed their shops on the day of his funeral, in 
honour of his memory. The entire populace of Napoli 
accompanied the procession. His death made a deep and 
lasting impression !" 

We leave it to the reader to decide what term such con- 
duct and cruelty as this deserves, from whatever source it 
may have originated. One may conceive how King Otho 
is surrounded, when even the intelligence of such infamy 
cannot reach nim. Whenever he has hitherto heard any 
instance of injustice, he has expressed himself in the strong- 
est terms against it — where he has observed want, with a 
kind hand he has relieved it. But a king should also have 
a powerful hand ; and in Greece, it is absolutely necessary 
to drive from the country, without hesitation, the projec- 
tors of so many infamous Intrigues. Under any clrcum- 
gtances, it would be a better mode of proceeding than to 
hazard anQther war for the acquisition of fi*eedom. That 
the Greeks can acquire it, we nave sufficient evidence, in 
their throwing off the Turkish yoke. 

Greece waits with impatience for the dawn that shafl 
break upon and animate ner, issuing from the tiirone of an 
independent kins. May the royal star dispel those dark- 
ening clouds, wnich, hitherto, have hung over this Ikr- 
famed country. The blessings of an emancipated people 
would lighten the burden of the diadem upon the young 
sovereign's brow, andposterily would refer with delight to 
the reign of Otho the First. 
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CiJAPTER XLIV. 

Hie dilute.— AnnoyincM ftoiik.Iateets.^A Bea IliUL->11ie modater of the 8ei. 

Grsbcb has been a beautifiil country, and would again 
become so. were better measures adopted than hitherto. 
The desolation which everywhere presents itself; the ab- 
sence of almost every comfort necessary to one, coming 
from, a civilized country ; and the hot enervating climate, 
make a residence in Greece unpleasant to a stranger— at 
leasts until he has become in some measure accustomed to 
numerous orivations. — Exhausted by the heat of the day, 
night would be desirable, were he certain of obtaining even 
a few hours' sleep. Bul^ whenever night came, a dreadful 
nuisance awaited me, as my couch was any thing but one 
of rest The crevices of everv bedstead are occupied by 
a host of hungry vermin, which fix themselves voracious- 
ly upon the bod^ of the poor individual seeking rest, and 
cover it with painful blisters. Kvery evening before bed 
time^ I occupied myself for hours, light in hand, in a dis- 
gusting Autp-da-fl^ ; yet, if I immolated fifty of these crea- 
tures, a hundred others attacked me, as it were to revenge 
the death of their companions. Very many remedies have 
been tried against this plague, and amongst other things, 
iron bedsteads with gauze curtains, the feet of which are 
placed in cups full of water—but witnout success. The en- 
emy creep up the walls to the ceiling, whence with great 
precision they precipitate themselves upon the bed; or 
should there be a small rent in the curtains, it is speedily 
discovered and penetrated. When I got into better quar- 
ters in a new house, I caused the walls, the ceilins of the 
room, and crevices of the floor, to be smeared with a dis- 
solved poison, and had the ground washed daily with sea 
water, but the vermin were not to be got rid of. It was on- 
ly when I retreated to the open balcony in front of my room, 
or to the flat roof of the house, that I had any peace ; but 
here I was attacked with rheumatic pains in my arms, from 
the severe cold that precedes sunnse. The small gnats, 
which are usually called moschetoes in the south, are anoth- 
er plague; they likewise carry on their work of torture at 
ni^t, but not often during the day. To the reader of these 
pages, who may bNe enjoying the comforts of the west or 
north, such miseries may seem absurd, but in reality, a 
pierced and bitten skin ia no Joke. Whenever I wished to 
spend a perfectly quiet night I slept on board one of the 
European ships lying in the harbour. 
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It is rather an odd sigbt, when strolliiufthroiigh the streets 
at nigh^ to see the natives sleepingin m>nt of their houses, 
either in beds or on the ^oqnd. This is their mode of es- 
caping from the persecution alluded to. 

in old and bacUy built houses, scorpions appear also du- 
ring the hot season, whence it becomes necessary to inspect 
the couch every night, in order to avoid sharing it with 
these dangerous bied-ffeUows. Frequently of an evening, 
Whilst writing at my tabl^, lizards ran over the paper, which 
affords a degree of amusement when the first aversion to- 
wards these innocent animals is overcome. The rapid mo- 
tions of these creatiires, the skill with which they snap at 
the gnats, (thus proving themselves to be friends of man,) 
their bright, small, round eyes, and impudent boldness 
—which vanishes, noweyerj if one tries to catch them — 
have diverted me many a time. 

A bathe in the sea, in Greece, does not afford so much 
pleasure or benefit as in the Baltic or Euxine. In taking 
fills recreation, there is also a degree of disgust to be over- 
come. Polypous monsters, with eight long tentaculte spring- 
ing from their heads, fasten about the lees, and would grad- 
ually drag him who ventured out far, to the bottom. There 
are also sea-leeches that sting and severely wound the feet 
that touch them. A jelly-like, transparent creature, the 
name of which I have forgotten, of me size of a child's 
head, (which would not t^ classed among animals, had it 
not organs of locomotion,) swims just below the surface of 
the water, and produces, wherever it touches the body, a 
painfid eruption upon the skin, combined with irresistible 
itphing. Turtles are very numerous. Prince Edward 
bought one of these in the harbour of Napoli, which is now 
in the museum of naturalhistory at Altenburgh. It was three 
feet and. a half long, and more than two feet broad, and re- 
quirea four men to carry it In endeavouring to pull it out 
of the water with ropes.it attacked the men with such finy, 
that, to render it powerless, it was requisite to put out its 
^es. With its beak-shaped mouth it oit asunder, with the 
greatest ease, a stick full an inch thick.- Only ima^ne one^s 
self surprised in the bath by such a creature, and getting a 
twitch on the leg from it! 



MAPOLI DI fiOMAmA. 200 



CHAPTER XLV. 

AOinDeratCha Ptmnrfui Amhn— idor'»'-^QuMgi»— TTie TUrkteh CttnrainirT— 
«Let the Bay end and the Nifht appear*'— The Rosataa Oflcer of Marines mmI 
his " Lord JesUs*'— The absent German Physician. 

A DINNER at the Prussian Ambassador's introduced me 
to the celebrated revolutionary leader, Canaris. His gene- 
ral appearance bat little indicates the fearless naval hero; 
he is pf small stature, and his constrained and somewhat 
timid bearing excites, in those who do not know him, no 
very favourable opinion of his courage. He appeared that 
day in a simple Greek sailor's dress-*-namely, in the cap, 
jacket, broad trousers reaching to the knee, and stockings 
— all of a dark colour. With the exception of his native 
)£tnguage, (the Turkish,) he onljr speaks a little Italian, con- 
sequenuy the conversation with him took place chiefly 
through an interpreter— Monsieur Tibaldi of Cephalonia, a 
relative pf the ambassador, (who is himself descended from 
a noble family of that island,) willingly and kindly offering 
himself The first brave act of this previously unknown 
'naval hero, was the burning of the Turkish admiral's ship, 
with its crew of two. thousand two hundred men, in the 
Chois roads, in Januanr, 1823. The crew of his fireship, 
upon seeing the large Turkish fleet, wished him to return 
to Ipsara. "Are you afraid?" said their comrade: "if so, 
throw yourselves into the sea, and escape to yonder rocks. 
I shall remain, nor shall I need you to assist me in burning 
the Pasha !" Ashamed of their cowardice, the men renew- 
ed their vows of fidelity and obedience. It was the month 
of Ramazan, which, as already stated, enforces on the &ith- 
fUl a severe fast during the day, in compensation whereof 
they indulge in every excess at night; hence, in addition 
to the regular crew, there was a number of Turkish officers 
on board the admiraPs vessel. In the obscurity of night 
Canaris approached, lashed his fireship to the man-of-war, 
lighted the matches, and threw himself into his boat. The 
daring Greek, whilst stiU within sight in his small craft, 
cried out to his enemies : " How like you my Ramazan il- 
lumination?" He then rowed away, and the admiral's ship 
blew up, with the Pasha and all on board. Canaris had 
reserved a barrel of powder, to blow himself up rather than 
yield, in case the Turks pursued him., But this they did 
no^ and he arrived safely next day in the harbour of Ip- 
sara, where his countrymen, amidst the firing of cannon, 
greeted him with exclamations of "Long live Canaris P» 
He first directed his steps to the church, where he offered 

18* 
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up his prayers, and a pair of wax lighte, to St Nicholas, 
the patron of sailors, for the favours shown him. Canaris 
after this achieved many other daring exploits. A German 
Phil-heUenist, now a captain in the Grecian service, who 
had often accompanied the intrepid sailor on his expedir 
lions, told me much respecting the great courage and pres- 
ence of mind which he had displayed in moments of dan- 
ger. His first, and already mentioned debut was, at our 
own request, spoken of by Canaris himself at the ambassa- 
dor's dinner : he did not boast of the aftair, bu<^ on the 
contrary, spoke of it with the greatest modesty. His sketch 
was frequently mingled with bitter sarcasms against those 
to whose power he was now compelled to submit In any 
case, he certainly merited, by his long and hazardous ser- 
vices, a higher rank than he then held as captain of a cor- 
vette. If a Bavarian lieutenant-colonel (whose only feat 
of arms in Greece was the unsuccessful campaign against 
the Mainotes) is promoted to the rank of a lieutenant-gen- 
eral, the appointment of Canaris — who, to be sure, is only a 
Greek — to a vice-admiral's station, (Miaulis bein^ high-ad- 
miral,) would surely not have been more than his deserts. 
On that morning a curious circumstance arose from the 
Turkish agent (who came to Napoli to settle difficulties 
connected with the ancient Turkish state possessions in 
the island of Negropont) having been invited. This per- 
son (whose name I have forgotten) had formerly served in 
the navy, where doubtless he had often encountered the 
Grecian hero, Canaris. The forbearance with which the 
latter conversed with his former enemy, respecting that 
campaign, so as not to wound his feelinffs, was highly com- 
mendable. The Turk, however, was a friendly, kind-heart- 
ed man, and frequently commented playfully upon the con- 
versation of Canaris, ending (according to the Kuropean 
custom) by emptying his glass with him and the rest of the 
party. In matters of faith, indeed, he proved himself to be 
not very punctilious, as the dinner happened to be given 
during the Ramazan fast, when the Koran strictiy prohib- 
its every indulgence. It was ^ye o'clock, and still broad 
daylight, when we sat down to table: the Mussulman, 
therefore, did not attempt to touch the soup. But as soon 
as the ambassador issued his orders to the servant " to put 
an end to day, and change it into night." by which he 
meant that the shutters shomd be closed, ana ta]>ers placed 
upon the table, the Turk no longer felt any hesitation, but 
forthwith made good use of spoon, knife, and fork — which 
proved him to be an expert fdlow, as it is the custom in his 
country to make use of the fineers only in eating-*the in- 
convenience of which fashion f have myself experienced. 
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Neither did the plenipotentiary scruple at tiie wine, but on 
the contrary, did ample Justice to it So niu6h fyf the march 
of intellect ! Who, twenty years ago, would hare expee^ 
ed such Zt&eraHty in a Turk? 

The wine gave Hfe and spirit to the conversation, and 
rendered the whole party, which consist of natives of 
several nations, cheerful and jovial : amongst oQiers, were 
the ambassador and myself— Prussians ; M. de Tibaldi, a 
Cephalonian, consequently half an Englishman; Canaris, 
a Greek; the Turkish Charg6 d' Affaires; Baron E. (a 
Russian naval officer.) and &r.R. and his brotiler, both 
Bavarian •subjects. The Turk, who was not staggered iMi 
the wine, became a little so from its use. The Russian 
officer, who was of Grerman origin, and spoke the language 
fluently', was in the habit of frequently exclaiming in con- 
versation, '* Lord Jesus !" Among other things, he com- 
municated to us some particulars of the Ba&e of Nava- 
Hno, in which he had been engaged as adjutant to the Rus* 
.sian Commander-in-chief; and related, that the Sultan, on 
receiving news of the engagement being lost, was, in his 
anger, about to issue or&rs for the massacre of all the 
Christians in Constantinople; "The Qrand Vizier, how- 
ever, a very reasonable man," continued the Rassian, 
** went to the Grand Seignior, and exclaimed, " Lord Je- 
sus ! what is your Majesty about to do?" " Lord Jesus !" 
answered the Sultan, "what am I to do? The Christian 
dogs are burning, without considering either you or I,^ all 
my fleet : I must therefore revenge myself I" Upon which, 
the Grand Vizier endeavoured to appease him by these 
words: "But, Lord Jesus, by that your Maje»3ty will only 
make the evil greater f How strange an effect these words, 
which the Russian had pleased to put into the month of the 
Mussulman, had on the Grand Seignior^ we need not pre- 
tend to explain. The manner in which he related the 
whole anecdote, produced excessive laughter, in which 
the narrator heartily joined. 

Another of the company. Dr. R.-*a distinguished physi- 
cian, whom many poor Greeks have to thank for their lives, 
and who. for his gratuitous services to them, is deservedly 
esteemed, — was unhappily subject to recurring absence of 
mind, but which, oddly though fortunately enough, never 
affected him wnen exercising his professional duties. 
Thus, some few days before, he was riding to Argos, when 
a friend met him on the road, and, being aware of his in- 
firmity, exclaimed, "But how is this my dear doctor ? you 
are again riding without stirrups !" The doctor looking 
down at his feet, and in his absence of mind believing that 
the wag was right, actually turned his horse's beadT and 
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lAsfened back to the stable, where he reproached the groom 
§n M» no|^igeiice--nor was it without considerable trouble 
that the latter made him sensible of his mistake. Upon 
another occasion, this weakness of his was near proving 
dangerous m its consequences. The doctor, in one of his 
mursions, caught an adder of the most poisonous kind, 
wtocb he for a time preserved in a glass-vessel, carefully 
^^IJ.^'^.k'*®* engaged one day in making an experi- 
ment with the reptd^ Tie was unexpectedly called away to 
visit a patient, and m his absence of mind, unfortunatelv 
ll^^^ ?^^ uncovered. On his return home, he hastened 
ron?^&' S''? V^^ ^?«^®' ^y®«' «o"^^* ^o^ ^e treasure it 
v2?i^?^*lK ^''*J?i*^*^^ prisoner hid disappeared! In 
r^Z^K^ A ^JJi^y "^^^^^^ »®^^^ i^ e^^ry cSrner of the 
Io?^^fu ^S^^v« was not to be found; it no doubt had 

£S1 K?*^ recoTiection, for two successive nights did he 
i^^ ^^^ISi'''^ l^^ apartment, fearful of the%nake's ki! 
S?f fll^^^ although, on his return to it, the apertures of 
^^T"" '?''® ^^PP®^' ^«^ ^<>>- a long-time aflerw^as 

SSidfo nl^n'^tf ^J^^. ^^"^ ""^^^ i^ ^^^ favourite 
smuio. Dunng his stay m Constantinople, whither he a« 

Kffitftli^?,\^i7'^^^ ^^ Altenburg^, L was^^^^^^^ 
ms waucs with his noble companion through the str^pS i^ 

5^»J^ T"^*^-^^" '*'"° ^°'^^ hundred yards behind the 
Pmce, stopping to make some scientific d^oVer? B^ 
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himself on the back of one of them. But appearancea are 
sometimes deceptire. The steeds are 8troii|^ vaty dottvc^ 
in ascending the mountains, and on the frfaina go at a tnp^, 
id canter or gallop, to which pace they are aocustoahed 
from youth, as the Greeks seldom trot them. la respect tS* 
provender, they f^ed contentedly upon what a horse of any 
other country would not touch. Although the govemirieBt 
could have purchased these useful animals ata^rerycheap 
rate, and in great numbers^ in the country, yet In May, 1831^ 
officers were sent to Munich to buy horses in Bftvaria ior- 
several trains of Grecian transport-Wagons. These pur- 
chases were, of course, made at the high pdeta usutu-^ 
Bavaria. • \ , 

Until the be^ning of the year 1835, the purchased cat^ 
tie were kept at a great expense in the vicinity Of Munich, 
and then the first lot of them was sent to Greece. Wlien 
they arrived in Corfu, the officer conducting the tranisport 
received imperative orders from the Regency, or what i« 
the same thing, from the minister of war — to eell them for 
whatever price they would fetch, as it was found mttt the 
German breed was not at all servicable for the mounlaind 
in Greece, and that Greek horses must necessarih be tisied. 
The same order was to be carried into effect widi the «S€*- 
ond herd, still at Munich ; and the soldiers going to Greece 
took advantage of them as far as Trieste, where they also 
.were parted with to the best bidder. Let the high price of 
these horses be calculated, with about three quarters of a 
year's food for them, the freightage of a portion to CorfUj 
and the low price they all sold for,— and then think whirt a 
large sum the Regency sacrificed, depriving thereof the 
poor half-starved Greeks. 

' We will now return, after this short digression, to the 
hack horses at the gates of Napoli. They are not probably 
comparisoned as a gentleman could wish : they either have 
only a wooden sadcQe, covered with a dirty woollen cloth, 
from which, by means of ropes, a pair of wooden stirrups 
dangle— or else they bear the strange-lookhig Turkish tad- 
die, with a high pummel before and behind, and with shov- 
el-shaped monstrous iron sturrup-irons, whilst their bridles 
are made of cord. 

I observed English saddles upon two of the horses, but 
they were in so dflapidated a state, that they harmcmieed 
exceedingly well with the general desolation of Greece. 
If a stranger not dressed in Grecian costumfL happens to 
approach this assembly of biped and quadruped Greeks, the 
fornier immediately suppose that the «BaTarefle«— Bavari- 
an (as every foreigner is called, come he firom whaterer 
country he may,) wishes to escape ohhorsebw^ for i snort 
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ttme flwn Napoll, and a universal cry is set up of «* Kirie ! 
(sir) to Argos ! toMycene! to Tripolitzal— to ConnthP 
and several other places of antiquity they also mention. 
Then probably, a coujjle of fellows spring upon their 
horses and endeavour to prove that tJieir steeds are the 
best by galloping them a couple of hundred yards or so. 

One oeautltul morning, with two Hanoverian officers, (one 
of whom, Mr. Von H. has lived m and fought for Greece 
nnce the jrear 1822, having assisted also in the organization 
of the insurrection in Candia,— but has never been able to 
obtain from the Regency an appointment suitable to his 
merits,) I left the city to visit the ancient Mycene: We 
pretty well understood how to meet the exorbitant de- 
mands of tile Greeks ; and for about three shillinfis and six- 
. pence for each— we secured two of the best of the horses, 
which we were able to bestride without sturrups. We then 
set off at a gallop, with a servant also on horseback behind 
us, who carried provisions alons the road to Tyrinth« 
From this place a narrow road, diverging from the sea, 
leads on the left to the great plain of Argos. 

The com already stood rather high, and it struck us as 
remarkable that horses were feeding upon it The coun* 
try people have been accustomed trom time immemorial 
to have, under the name of tythes, the produce of the land 
taken from them by collectors of the government As the 
harvest, thus^ did not reward their toifand labour, and they 
still feared similar acts of injustice, they made the most 
th^ could of the matter; allowing, for a moderate compen- 
sation, the horses of travellers to feed in their corn-fields. 
These people state tiiat they were better off under the Turks 
than when Mavrocordatos was minister of finance, under 
whom the so-called collecting of tythes became absolute 
plunder. Mavrocordatos, a morough Fanariot, is not be- 
loved by a sinffle Greek : like other intriguers at Constan- 
tinople, he had but a selfish object in view, and not the 
good of the country. His sole endeavour, since he set foot 
upon the Greek sou, was to place Greece (most iikely for 
some good round sum) in the hands of the English, who 
would doubtiess think it a valuable adjunct to the Ionian 
islands, Malta, and Gibraltar. It is well known how Mav- 
rocordatos during the revolution acted towards Demetrius 
Tpsilanti, (among the most excellent and useful men in 
Greece,) m order to ruin one who had sacrificed all for his 
^ country, and to get the reins of government into his own 
ihands. Even as early as the year 1823, with despltabie 
submission, he solicited the favour of England, and was 
not even deterred by Maitiand^s ridicule, (who took much 
pleasure in quizzing the imaginary titie of Prince Mavro- 
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cordatos.) As, after the Congress of Vienna, the Enclbh 
cabinet manifested a wish to interfere in Ae affidnTof 
Greece, it took advantage of the offers of Mavrocordatos, 
who proved himself by all his actions the agent of England! 
carrying on, in that character, intrigue after intrigue. The 
greatest disgrace he incurred was in the middle of the year 
1825. When the star of Greece appeared eclipsed to afl, 
he ventured, by means of a parfy- spirited document, to 
sugffest the placing Greece under the protection of Eng- 
land. Among the eleven reasons for th&jivhich Mavrocor- 
datos, (not the Greeks,) alleged, was the following: "As 
the government of Great Britian, only, which is fortunate 
enough to rule over a free people, has strictly observed its 
neutrality throughout, and has discountenanced all intrigue 
alike in Greece, Constantinople, and Egypt :"--although at 
the same time there was before him a hst of the ships and 
captains (six and twenty in number) who under English 
colours offered their services to Ibrahim, son of Mahomed 
Ali, upon his expedition to the Morea, and actually accom- 
panied him thither ! — This was a proof that Mavrocorda- 
tos was not only himself an intriguer, but a shameless one, 
when writing that article, to spes^ of the strict "neutrality 
of England.'' Many brave men, who cared more for thte 
welfare of Greece than the crafty Fanariot; — ^and among 
them the Phil-hellenist Jourdin. late minister of justiccL 
Theolokos, John Soutzo, and George Enian, who united 
with Coletti Karaiskakis and Guras, in order to oppose the 
proceedings of Prince Mavrocordatos, — were arrested by 
nim, and being loaded with chains, were imprisoned in the 
Haven fortress (Burdschi) near to NapolL The Greeks 
publicly called the document above mentioned "the con-* 
tract of sale;" and it was only the determined resolution of 
these men, in courageously opposing Mavrocordatos, tiiat 
saved the country. 

During the revolution, Mavrocordatos rendered himself 
still more hateful to the Greeks by his intrigues, whereby he 
sought to bring ruin upon the brave defenders of that land. 
He was at last, in 1827, impeached for having sacrificed 
the public interests in his disputes with Coletti. for having 
opened a passage into Greece to Ibrahim, and lavished the 
revenue of the state upon his dependants ; moreover, ft>r 
having, in the year 1824, without the sanction of the gov- 
ernment, negotiated a loan, and signed several letters of 
credit, in the name, but without the knowledge of the na- 
tion ; and finally, for having treated all who opposed hini, 
with the roost marked violence. 

After this impeachment, he wandered despised from 
island to island. Demetrius Paulides, a man possessmg a 
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V^ cultivafcd and elevated mind, who bad fi«q«ently, in 
wSltc. attacked Mavrocordatos for his unpatnotic con- 
S and waa at last persecuted by him in the most severe 
manner, speaks of him as follows : w.-k_ 

« Let the eulogists of Mavrocordatos call him the Wash- 
ington of Greece! his actions prove that 1^ was but a 
mSy deceiver, dissipating the treasures of the nation up- 
on those who lavished on him fulsome praises." 

The road from Tyrinth, through the plain of Argos, is 
undeserving of any lengthened descripUon. Wecontmued 
^ hot and unpleasant ride as far as a village containing 
a few huts, on the left of the road, where the bases of some 
niilars of a temple stfll stand. The fragment of a marble 
cohimn, abcmt three feet high, stood before a cottage^d 
Mpved, as fer as we could observe, for a woman to gniid 
^cSra on, by a very simple process, for she merely crushed 
it i^th a stone. Another portion had been converted into 
a- W;ashii«-trough, by being deeply grooved upon one side. 

Fromfliis vmage, the road gradually approaches some 
meuntains on the right, along the bases of which we rode, 
aad upon thehr green sides, variegated with flowers, ^pe- 
GiaUy with the wild red poppy, we observed at least ten 
large and small tortoises, pursuing their slow and cauUons 
march. The Greeks, I believe, do not eat these animals, 
air they consider them unclean. ^ ^.„ , . 

The ground now gradually rose r and a hill, lying on our 
left, upon which a boor was tending his sheep, was pointed 
out to us by our Phil-hellenist friend, as containing the tomb 
of Agamemnon. Anxious to see this most ancient of Grecian 
monuments^ we alighted from our horses, and walked up to 
the ei^traoee. It is probable that this tomb, which is built in 
the jform of a circular pyramid, was formerly high above 
ground, but it is now nearly covered with earth, so that it 
might read^ be passed unnotk^d. 

Following the road between the two earthen walls, v® 
oune to adoor, which, as in Egyptian buildings, is smaller 
above than below. Entering i^ we found ourselves in a 
round apartment^ running upwards to a point, which re- 
ceived its light from a small aperture above. It was built 
with large square stones, of which the one aboye the door 
is of great dUnensions, being twenty-seven feet long, seven- 
teen feet wide, and five thidc. The inside of this pyran^ 
is about fertyHBeven feet wide at its base, and about fifty 
feet high. The stones are blackened by age and smoke; 
for, some time since, at least ten poor Greek families took 
vp their wretched abode in this tomb. 
. .The wirfls are covered and disfigured with German. 
Grecian, BngUsh, and French names, written in red and 
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white chalk. A cheap plan for being immortalized! Here 
and there slicks a solitary bronze nail, which probably 
fastened tablets to the wall. . In the interior of me pprar 
nnid, a door on the right leads to a second apartment 
which, as far as the gloom permitted us to see. was of 
small size. A passage in Pausanias may probably have 
been the cause of its being called, as it is, the '^ Treasury 
of Atreus," from the recorded fact of sovereigns, in those 
times, preserving their treasures in subterranean vaults. 
The building, however, was more probably intended for 
the performance of certain rites by Egyptians from the 
banks of the Nile. At least, its structure indicates as 
much, since it bears, in all respects, the strictest resem* 
blance to the Egyptian pyramids, ^schylus describes it 
in his ChoBpheren, as the tomb of Aeamemnon ; and indeed 
fancy, during the silence of midnight, might conjure W) the 
shade of the man murdered by his wife and son; and listen 
to the cries of the murderers, tortured by the furies. But 
now, few poets think of visiting this spot The learned 
diplomatic secretaries, and the royal Greek officials, it is 
true, make frequent excursions hither; and are,- as far as I 
have had the honour of knowing them, that sort of visiters 
who only reffret that no industrious Greek has yet set to 
work in establishing, in Agamemnon's tomb, a "Bavarian 
beer-shop." Chateaubriand, the great traveller, must have 
erred in saying that he had discovered in the vicinity of 
this pyramid, the tombs also of Agisthenes and Clytemnea- 
tra, for not the leaist trace of these is to be found. 

Some Greek peasants, who had collected whilst we were 
in the vaults, seemed to know about as much of Agamem- 
non's tomb as of the neighbouring Mycene. Even the 
name of the ruins of that city the Greeks are ignorant o^ 
and they are called "Karvathi," from the name of tiie 
nearest village. Before we mounted our horses to ride 
from Agamemnon's tomb to the city where he lived, we 
sent a peasant to the village to fetch us some boiled eggs, 
dbCy as we were short of provisions. 

The distance round the ruins of Mycene is more than 
half a mile. Upon a gently rising hill, which, on one side, 
however, is precipitous, and watered fay a noi^ mountain 
torrent, lie the ruins of this ancient fortress. The gate 
which leads into the city, is one of the oldest most beauti- 



ftil, and best preserved, of any in Greece. The entrance 
is quadrangular, narrowing above, and over it there is « 




the base, and, independent of its high antiquity and raie 
* 19 
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Bddfitoe, is remarkable as bearine the exact form of a 
coat of arms. Lord Elgin, who took so many valuable ai^ 
tiques from Greece and carried them to England, caused 
the upper par^ with the heads of the lions, to be removed, 
ki order that they might fill a space in the British Mu- 

scumu 

We climbed over the gate, as the passage through it is 
blocks up with large stones, into the interior of the cita- 
del, which is encompassed by a cyclopean wall, still in 
food repair. Within may be seen the foundations of many 
uildings, and two well preserved cisterns. On the oppo- 
site side of the mountain, a small gate leads down to the 
river— in the stone mortices of whicn, are distinctly visible, 
the places where the hinges and bolts were fastened. The 
pavement beneath this gate is formed of large masses of 
rock, which bear the traces of carriage wheels. 

After devoting an hour to see all that was to be seen, and 
thanking our resident friend for the interesting particulars 
he had afforded us, we returned to the space in firontof the 
citadel, shaded by some trees, where, in the interim, our 
servant had spread our meal upon the grass. At a few 
paces from us, another party, consisting of young diplo- 
matists, had seated themselves, and were displaying this 
ancient wonder of Greece to the recently arrived secretary 
to the French embassy. We gradually moved closer to- 
gether; till at length Russians, Frenchmen, Germans, and 
fiTeapolitans, were making a cheerful meal in common. 

A host of natives, consisting of shepherds, old women, 
children, and dogs, had assembled to witness the scene of 
our feast What provisions we could well spare, were dis- 
tributed amonest them, procuring for us an abundance of 
thanks; and when we rose, the whole of the interesting as- 
sembly, with screams and scuffling, pounced upon the 
crumbs that remained. Every bone even was picked up 
and gnawed with voracity by men as well as dogs. These 
were the descendants of the Greeks I — whom we have been 
accustomed to look upon as the most civilized and perfect 
of human beings. How speedily vanishes all enthusiasm 
from the mind, when we are forced to see things as they 
really are, not as they are said to have been ! 

We returned by Argos. From Karvathi to that city, tli^ 
road, which is nearly two miles long, leads through a 
waste almost wholly stripped of trees, and with but a f^w 
miserable huts scattered here and there. In one of these, 
intended for an inn, we ordered some wine, which is pre- 
served in larse skins, and generally drunk with bread and 
^03. Three Palicars reposed upon a carpet smoking the^ 
W^^mud we took our seats near them. They were de- 

16* 
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• 

Pendants of old Colocotron), as all the Mereots are, and 
whom he had so frequently led on to battle and to victoiy. 
When they understood we were not Bavarians, they spoke 
with indignation of the cruel manner in which their chief- 
tain had been treated. The subsequent Meriotic revolt, 
and the insecurity which exists in this peninsula, prove 
that the Greeks have still the courage to redress their 
wrongs. 

In Arffos, we rested again for a few hours, and returned 
at nightfall to Napoli* 



CHAPTER XLVII. 

Coolflilb— at Paul to tlie CoriBthtaiw— The former state of Corinth contnutted wttk 

its present. 

The road passes from the village Karvathi(8rthe ruins 
of Mycene) to Corinth ; but by this road we must under- 
stand nothing more than a narrow mountainous pass, over 
ivhich a Greek horse or ass alone can go with safety. 
The far-distant European will contemplate with pleasure 
the name of Corinth : — will imagine he sees before him 
that splendid city with its temples, theatres, and aqueducts^ 
The pictures of an Apelles will glow in their pristine col- 
our, and the statues of the gods rise before him. Such 
was Corinth ! — what is it now? — The eye beholds nothing 
but a waste heap of rubbish, out of which arise from forty 
to fifly miserable huts. Over these, upon a precipice 
eighteen hundred feet high, towers the citadel AcrocorinthL 
on the loftiest of all similar sites^ and whose situation still 
makes it one of the strongest buildings of Greeee. In De- 
cember, 1833, it was filled with national troops, which had 
entered the service the preceding summer, at the invita- 
tion of the Regency. They had been liberally provided 
with linen jackets and pantaflbons, which were well adapt- 
ed for that season. But winter came ; and the poor crea- 
jtures — who had been promised warm clothing, though it 
was not yet given them — were almost petrified in this bleak 
region. " we can but starve and perish s^t home," said 
they, " and therefore will not submit to such strict disci- 

Sline !"— and without apprizing the Regency, they departed 
'oxa Acrocorinth to their several homes. This was indeed 
desertion, but it was pardonable, as th^ were driven 
to it 



flfiO NAPOU BI ROMANU. 

The first destruction of Corinth was caused by the Ro- 
man, Lucius Mummius. The masterpieces of Apelles were 
then raffled for among the soldiers, and the superb ^Iden 
vessels and oUier tran^ortable valuables were earned to 
Rome. C»sar rebuilt tiie city, and it again became rich 
firom the sale of the treasures found beneath its ruins. It 
is, perhaps, unknown to many^ that Dionysius the Younger 
was, in Gorintii, what, in modem times, the duke of Or- 
leans was in Switzerland — a schoolmaster. Both these 

gentlemen had good luck : for the first became Tyrant of 
jrracuse ; whilst the other, by no more legitimate means, 
is King of the French. 

Time and mankind have converted Corinth into a mis- 
erable place, but the environs remain as imposing as ever* 
Upon ascending the Acropolis, an immeasurable panora- 
ma lies before the eye. We thence look over the Isthmus 
— where, indeed, " glorious Apollo" is no longer the patron 
of the Isthmian games, and the populace no longer crowd 
to the dangerous chariot-race. Instead of the laurel-wreath, 
which the foeek hero then obtained, and which he prized 
more than a regal crown, his head is now covered with 
the dirty red/ear. But as formerly, both heaven and earth 
glitter in azure and verdure, and the summits of Parnassusi 
and Helicon frown in the distance. Those faint outlines 
which are almost lost in the blue horizon — are not Uiey 
the colonnades of the Acropolis of Athens? 

A German student, who w€is a royal €freek fusileer, here, 
in Acrocorinth, awakening fi-om his enthusiastic dreams 
of Greece, remarked to us not un wittily, "that he now 
knew why St. Paul wrote his Epistles to the Corinthians : — 
the apostle had not courage to visit such a dirty hole !'» 
At all events, the remark & not inapplicable to existing 
Corinth. 



CHAPTER XLVIII. 



T^ QrtOL Clergy— Respectable Members of it— The Mafnote Baptism and the 
OodAtherft— A few words respecting the Commissions and Omissions of the Ra. 

Sency— ColonizatloQ in 6reece-The German General and the Greek Maiont^ 
i German Lieutenant plays the Flute, and his Soldiers dance. 

A NATIVE who accompanied Lord Byron on his tour 
tfaroueh Greece, and who crossed himself beifore every 
chvch, and struck every clergyman who did not imme- 
diately satisfy whatever request he made, naively replied, 
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i^hen Barron expostulated with him on the subject: ''It ill 
all nothing: our church is sacred, but ovat clergymen are 
knaves!" ' This remark applies equally to the Greek cler- 
gy of the present day — ^than whom there cannot exist a 
worse class of men. It is true there are exceptions, but 
they are too few to* invalidate the fact and all travellers 
concur in this opinion. They cannot be accused of much 
outward display, for they are a slovenly and dirty set 
Their mode of life is simple, even among the dignitaries, 
who all originate from the cloister. Those belonging to 
the sect of St Basil are seldom met with in cities, but chief- 
ly abide in retired places, where the grossest ignorance 
prevails. Some of the clergy cannot even read — notwith- 
standing which, they are constantly intriguing to obtain 
preferment— to which, if necessary, they pave the way 
with crime, without hesitation. 

During my residence in Napoli, the following incident 
occurred. A clergyman, who was expecting^ a higher ap- 
pointment upon the deatn of his superior, poisoned the sa- 
cramental chalice from which the old man drank at the 
sacrament, who in a few hours afterwards died under the 
most violent symptoms, having previously signified that his 
colleague was his muraerer. The latter was imprisoned, 
and when I left Greece his trial was still goin^ on ; which 
was not conducted publicly, as is usuaL but with the doors 
of the court closed. This man certainly was undeserving 
of such consideration. Avarice and ambition are the ru- 
ling principles of the Greek clergy. The patriarch fines the 
metropolitans — ^these, the bishops — and they fine the monks 
and lay clergy. The latter are not paid by the state : hence 
they are obliged to support themselves and families as shep- 
herds and peasants ; but as this harmless mode of life does 
not suffice, (nor is it suited to their idleness,) they find it 
desirable to keep the people in iterance and superstition, 
and even to favour the perpetration of crime, in order that 
they may reap the benefit of it A Greek priest, for ready 
money, grants absolution for every thing, except a viola- 
tion of^the Easter fast, for which ain there is no forgive- 
ness. They also pretend to be very expert in driving out 
devils, and in other artifices. The bandits in the moun- 
tains, and the pirates at sea, have usually a priest with 
them, who, by absolving them, also share their booty. The 
Mainotes are usually called by the other Greeks godfatherw, 
for the following reason. If, for instance, a Mainote meete 
in his territory a stranger better clothed and worse armed 
than himself, he feels so much firiendship for him, that he 
Instantly demands a keepsake ; namelv, every thing he has 
upon him, except his shirt ! and should the traveUer happen 

10* 
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to think this request unreasonable, and consequently resist 
it, he is crueDy beaten, bound to a tree, and so left to his 
fate. This is called the Mainote baptism. But as a priest 
must be had recourse to in so unscrupulous an affair, the 
robber afterwards goes to confession^ receives absolution, 
and the priest is aSowed to pick from the booty whatever 

g leases him most Absolution is also frequently panted 
eforehand. For forgiving serious crimes, the priest de- 
mands a serious snm; which if the Greek thinks too exor- 
bitant, and the priest refuses to take less, another padrS is 
applied to. 

And to whom is this sad state of things owing? To the 
people 1 Certainly not : for their views and principles tra- 
ditionaUy descend from father to son; and least of all do 
the priests endeavour to correct these errors, having to 
live oy the crimes and abjectness of the people. Some 
check might be put upon these atrocities by paying the 
clergy; for we know that a Greek priest would be content- 
ed, and esteem himself ha^^y, with the small yearly pay of 
a German corporal; it is true, their conduct should be 
strictly watched, for which purpose military discipline 
should be enforced ; and when one of them was detected 
•in any of his old courses, he should be severely punished. 
Thus, the priests being reformed, the people, also, would 
become less immoral ; and the next step snould be, the 
establishment of public schools. The deceased Count Uapo 
d'lstrias directed his attention chiefly to this point, and 
founded several schools, from which he shortly had the sat 
isiaction of witnessing the best results. What has the Re 
gency done to promote this? Nothing: indeed, less thai^ 
nothing : for those establishments not only receive neithei 
assistance, contribution, nor any other stimulus in their exK 
deavours ; but, on the contrary, the money which ought to 
have been supplied for this purpose, wsis spent in other 
ways^such as recruiting foreign soldiers, the purchase of 
Ibrei^ horses— totally useless in that country; and the 
erection of a theatre. Moreover, arrangements had been 
made for a gymnasium, in which, however, there could 
have been no teachers ! All this happened in 1834. The 
school founded by Capo d'lstrias, at iSSgina, still exists, 
not through the support of the government but through the 
exertions and liberality of the master, (M. Ulrich, of Bre- 
men.) Those who have the conducting of this establish- 
ment are Fanariots— a class despised by the people — who, 
at the same time that they instruct youth, inculcate their 
own bad morals and love of intrigue. A few foreign phil- 
ologists have, by means of fair promises, been induced to 
go to Greece. But the object has failed— in the fii-st place^ 
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because some of these individuals were as litOe useful here 
as in their own country; and, secondly, because the useful 
and competent persons were so badly paid, that they either 
quitted Greece for want of common necessaries, or endea- 
voured to get a living in some other way. 

When the government was transferred from Napoli to 
Athens, notwithstanding the change had been previously 
spoken of for more than a year, the latter city was so little 
prepared for the reception of such a great influx of human 
beings, that the soldiers pillaged as if they were in the coun- 
try of an enemy. The school there also suffered; the mas- 
ter and scholars, with all their learning and books, were 
turned into the street, and the building taken possession of 
by the military. All auxiliaries for the promotion of edu- 
cation are deficient, for scarcely a book is published con- 
taining the alphabet How, therefore, are either masters 
or scholars to be formed ? and how can the nation ever be- 
come civilized without them ? 

We will here say a word or two upon the colonization 
of Greece. A number of German deputies went thither 
with proposals for bringing over families from the upper 
Rhine, and from Siiabia. But these proposals were re- 
jected, upon the ground that the Greeks who proposed emi- 
grating from the Turkish dominions, must first be consid- 
ered. This would have been all very well, il^ instead of de- 
liberating, they had acted. The Cretans were told that 
they should have Tulon, near Napoli— the Ipsarists, Ere- 
tria — the Samians, pbrtions of land upon Euboea — and the 
Chiots the Pireus, for th^eir settlements ; but there was n:o 
idea of assisting in supporting them, although, at but a 
small cost, some of the houses in Chalkis might have been 
made habitable: — consequently, the poor Samians were ex- 
posed to the inclemency of the weather, and to every spe- 
cies of want. They had been promised escape from the 
duties upon the implements and other things they brou^t 
with them ; but when they arrived, the custom-house offi- 
cers fell upon them like so many harpies, demanding the 
dues. Thus were these people treated, after leaving their 
homes in hope of living under the protection of a mild gov- 
ernment Was it then to be wondered at that they should 
return — particularly, as the Sultan announced to them that 
they should have their freedom, their property restored, 
and that their government should, be vested in the hands or 
officials selected by themselves, while to the inhabitants of 
Chios he promised free exportation for the goods deposit- 
ed there ! Thus, then, upwards of nine thousand Greeks, 
since the existence of the Regency, have preferred chang- 
ing their country for Turkey. It is really a hard case, that 
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tfao66'who purchased the freedom of their native land wi^ 
their blood, should be compelled to quit it again unless 
fbey wishea to starve, and submit anew to a yoke which 
they had previously cast off through the greatest saciifices. 
Who, after these acts of mis-government in Greece, can 
wonder at the insurrection in the Peloponnesus — which 
had no other object than that of immediately placing their 
King upon the throne of the country, to save it from a 
worse fate than it had suffered under tlie Turkish govern- 
ment ? For taking a part in this, Mitropitropulos, eighty 
years old, and one of^ the most distinguished heroes in 
Greece, was shot, and Nikitas was cast into prison, one of 
the noblest characters in modern Grecian history, who was 
once celebrated in the national chants by the name of 
« Turcophagus ;" while the miserable Grivas, whose shame- 
ful deeds every native speaks of with disgust, was promo- 
ted to be an officer of the staff Major Sounis^ covered 
with scars, and also Deliogorgiopulos, at the instigation of 
General Schmalz, were condemned to a year's imprison- 
ment — ^the one because he had quitted his position in the 
fruitless campaign in Malna — a step which every Greek 
who knew the country better than General Schmalz did, 
considered to be necessary — whilst the other, when sur- 
rounded by the insurgents, allowed his troops to be dis- 
armed. But we have not heard of tlie Bavarian lieutenant 
being punished, although his troops were also disarmed by 
the insurgents, while their officer was compelled by the 
victorious party^ when half stripped, to pipe a tune on the 
flute for the soldiers to dance to. 



CHAPTER XLIX. 

PeazleanieM of the Greeln at Death— The Guillotine— The Percasaloii PiatoV- 
Bow the Oreeke fill Cartridges in a Powder Magazine— The blind and mutilatod 
Beggar— ^Professors of the Healing Art— RufBanoa— More of the ribaldry aad 
raperatition ourrent among the Greeks— Conclixsioii. 

i From the mode in which the Greeks usually conduct ' 

themselves in battle, viz. seldom venturing into the open 
field, but preferring to fire at their enemies from behind 
walls or rocks, many have attributed to them cowardice, 
and fear of death ; but this conclusion is unjust It is na- 
tural to suppose, that, from their long intercourse with the 
^ Turks, the favourite maxim of the latter— the imputing 
every thing to Allah and fate — ^has been imbibed by manjE, 
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In NajK)!!, I saw a young sailor, of gigantic size, who had 
committed murder, guillotined ; and I could not help ad- 
miring the coolness and courage with which he walked to 
the scaffold. Arrived at the spot, his sentence was read to 
him at fulf length, and every particular of the murder made 
public. The Judge, during this recital, nearly swooned, and 
was obliged frequently to stop, whilst the culprit looked at 
the guillotine with a smile — it being a new mode of punish- 
ment among the Greeks. When he found the executioner 
could not remove his fetters, he squatted himself down in 
the Turkish fashion, and assisted the awkward fellow; 
upon the scaffold, he addressed the crowd in a firm voice, 
and maintained that the deed he had committed was not 
formerly considered a crime, as it arose from a family dis- 
pute, which he revenged. But, since Greece had had a 
king, the ancient laws were changed, and by the new ones, 
he had been condemned. He then turned his eyes to- 
wards the heavens; and subsequently exclaimed to the 
immense multitude which surrounded the scaffold, and 
who were, at this crisis, quietly smoking their pipes, "Par- 
don m'el" To which they replied in chorus, " We pardon 
thee !" He then again examined the instrument of death 
with much eagerness, and submitted to his fate as quietly 
as if he was going to take his siesta. 

Three Greek captains, in their national fustanellas, were 
on a visit to a friend of mine : one leaned quietly against the 
wall smoking his pipe, another was writing at the table^ 
whilst the third was examining a percussion pistol with a 
guard — which one of us carried. Although we imagined 
Biat the weapon, though loaded, could not go off, — when 
the ^ard was pushed forward, it did so, from want of 
caution, in consequence of which, the ball passed over the 
head of him who was writing, and entered the wall just 
above the fustafiella of the first. Had the writer been a 
native of any other countnr, I do not doubt he would have 
been not a little frightened and have cursed us all as a set 
of careless fellows. The Greek acted differently. He only 
alowly raised his head, and then quietly resumed his occu- 
pation ; whilst he who had had the narrowest escape, kept 
smoking on, but without saying a word. Neither one nor 
the other betrayed the least symptom of fear. 

A Phil-hellenist assured me, that he had never taken 
such long steps as when, on one occasion, he passed by 
the open door of a powder magazine, wherein he saw 
several Greeks seated roimd an uncovered powder-barrel, 
filling cartridges and smoking their pipes at the same 
tlm^T It must be admitted, that such carelessness exhibits 
little fecu- of death. 
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The blind and maimed beggars who are fireqnen£l|;. 
met with in Greece, especially before the gates of the me- 
tropolis^ and upon the promenades, create an unpleasant 
impression. They are chiefly victims to the cruelty of the 
Egyptian Ibrahim Pasha and his troops of murderers, who 
took a devilish pleasure in pulling out the eyes, in cutting^ 
out the tongues, or in hacking off the arms and legs of 
those unfortunates who happened to fall into their hands. 
It is melancholy that the government does nothing for 
these wretohed creatures, whose lives are prolonged solely 
by the charity of the compassionate. In many, howeverl 
bundness is caused by the rays of the sun being reflected 
with double power from the nak^d rocks, and moreover, 
the inappropriate head-dress of the Greeks affords no pro- 
tection against these scorching rays. Doctor R — has lat- 
terly restored the blessing of sight to many by his success- 
ful operations. The Greek quacks, into whose hands these 
blind persons formerly fell, usually operated on them with 
a razor, (almost their onlv surgical instrument,) which in 
general so far succeeded, that any other instrument be- 
came unnecessary. In medicine, the Greeks, generally 
speaking, are no conjurers. In all diseases, one of their 
remedies — instead of opening a vein, or applying leeches 
— is to make twenty or thirty Incisions m the feet and 
calves of the legs, and then to let the wounds bleed for a 
time; and they in general perform this operation in the 
open streets. 

The singing of the natives has frequently driven me al- 
most distracted : it is something more than mere discord — 
as it consists of a whining and gurgling noise from the 
throat and nose. According to my opinion, a tender duet 
between Hoffman's tom-cat Murr, and his beloved Mies- 
mie, squalled at night upon the roof of a house, is heavenly, 
compared with the singing of the Greel^s. They some- 
times chant Italian ballads, brought over by the sailors; 
but their ear is so bad, that of no melody can they manage 
to catch more than the first part, which they repeat over 
and over again. Just as insupportable is the singing of 
their priests— which to any listener at all gifted with a taste 
for melody, sounds like the yells of furies rather than the 
chants ofsaints. 

When I returned home of an eveniqg, I had usually some 
foreboding^ which were quite sufficient to make me mel- 
ancholy. Contemplate the idea of dishing up my body for 
the night for swarms of rapacious insects to sup on ! and 
then to have this torture increased by the songs of the 
Of eeks, who in a neighbouring shed, fi^equently passed the 

PB*45766^B 
75-29T 



NAPOU DI ROMANIA. 8S7 

whole nieht practising mtMicaZ exercises — and by the noisy 
boys in tne streets, who constitute the ruffianos. 

The Greeks not only use ribald words, but rilAld actions. 
The most common expression with them is " kerati I" — 
cuckold : but when they wish to annoy any one still more, 
they hold up their finders. This originates in certain su- 
perstitions which are still deeply rooted amongst them 5 as — 
they hold the number five in such disgrace and bad odour, 
that when they are forced to name it they commonly do so 
with an excuse, or with some charm against its malign in- 
fluence. Garlic is considered by them so good a preserva- 
tive against conjuration, dbc. that they often have recourse 
to it, as the very breath of their atmosphere proves, — ^by 
which they manage, not only to keep off evil spirits, but 
also men whose sense of smell is a little more delicate than 
their own. 



The author cannot conclude his remarks on Greece, 
which form the termination of these rambling volumes, 
without adverting to the recent accession in ract, as well 
as name, of the young Grecian sovereign. Feeling as he 
does, deep sympathy with the natives ofa land so interest- 
ing from its reminiscences, and so capable of improvement, 
he is disposed to augur from that event, (the news of which 
reached him after his return to Prussia,) the happiest re- 
sults. With a united people, a national administration^ and 
a patriotic king, Greece may still rise in the scale of inde- 
pendent states, and repay the care bestowed on her resus^ 
citation by the great powers of Europe, and — ^yet more 
valuable — the heroic self-devotion and indomitable bravery 
of many of the most distinguished, but least fortunate, of 
her sons. 



THI BND. 
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